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TO THE READER... | 

Good Nag By | | 

7 Olomon told s long fince , that Z ul 1s 

no end of many books, Ecclef. 12.12. 

Scripturiency (tt ſeemeth ,)is) no-novell bu- 

mour, but abounded then, even when the ' 

means of tranſmitting knowledge was more di 

cult ;, if there were cauſe for the complaint "cl 

there 55 ach more. now; ſince the Preſle hath 

helped the Penne, every one will be ſcribling, and 

ſo better bookes are negleSied , and lie like a'few 

grains of Corn under an heap. of Chafe and. duſt": 

»ſually bqoks are received as faſhions ; the new- 

eſt, 70t the. beſt and moſt profitable, are moſt in * Videbac eni 
paſſim labora 

effec : z in ſo much that really learned and |; ober*;.ole % copia! 

men have been afraid to publiſh. their labours, variorum in bh 

leſt they ſhould divert the world from. reading Ge 

the uſefull works of others. that wrote beforecditionibus anf 

them. *I remember Dr. Altingius.a terſe and neat cipicon r_ 

ſpirit ,. flood gut the battery. of twenty. years im-(cd meliores eg 

portuatiy , and; would not. gield to divulge anyinneracjcal 

thing upon. this fear. Certainly ( Reader )' *tis Authores & ſtu 


for thy profet ſometimes to look; back aud. conf? > onqpm 


b &c<h 
wit b. them. that ffs. laboured,, inthe. mines of. Pre £r Ernie 


knowledge, and. not alwaies to the up with what re ng: Het | 


4 commeth | 
i Wh; B52 F 
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To the Reader. 


eommeth- next to hand,” In this controverſie of 
Diſcipline many have written, but not all with a 
like judgement and ſtrength, which I beliewe hath 
: been no ſmall tock ot'offence,and ſtone of ſtum- 
bling to the adverſaries, who are hardned with 
nothing ſo much as a am defence of the truth, 
\uzdamnoxia. gg* Auſtin compleineth, that when he was a Ma- 
toria pen? .; hee be had hed too too often the vifory put 


hi ſemper in 
putationibus 17920 is hands by the defences of weak, and un- 


Ivenicbat cum. ki Ifu Il Chriſti ans. This work which the Statio- 


riſtianis im- 
ritis: Auguſt. ner bath now revived ( that it may #ot he forgot= 
_ ten, and like a Jewel after once ſhewing ſhut up 
ir. Stephen'® "in the Cabinet of private ftudies only) "was pen- 
wm "FR, ned by * ſeveral worthy Divines of great note 
r. Th. Toung. 'and fame in the Churches of Chrift , under the 
c. Merthew borrowed and covert name of SMECTY M- 
c.Wiliam Spur- NUU'S, which w4s fome' matter of ſ, corn and ex- 
we. 'ception tothe adverſarics ; as the Papiſts obje- 
Hed to Calvin his printing þis Inſtitutions 
_ wnder the mo of Alcninus', on to Bucer h3s 


_ aiming himſelf Aretins Felinus, "though all this 
without ground and reaſon , the affixion of the 


there we ſhould tot conſrder fo't Mychthe Author, 
4s the:wiattet; arith'not wn dit, bit” what'; 


2) A. anothers prejnetce , 'Or vatof ſhartie berdie 
ZE YT of '6nbIvs i {care ts opt the traths which they 


oe 


name to any work, being a thing = oa ; for * 


"and the aMiimpeion' oPams name not being 
infamous but where'tt'7s done out of deceit; ' and 


FP «ng 
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To the Reader. 


ſhould eftabliſÞ: T ſuppoſe the reverend Authours 


were willing to lie hid under ths ON OM A- 
STICK, partly that their work might not be 
received with. prejudice ,. the faGion againfl 
which they dealt, arrogating to themſelves a Mo- 
nopoly of Learning, and condemning all others as 
ignorants and novices not worthy to be heard; aud 
partly that. they might not burden'their. F rontiſ- 


_, piece with a voluminous zomenclature, zt not 
' being uſuall to affix ſo many names at length to 


one Treatiſe. | 
For the work it ſelf,it ſpeaketh its own praiſe, 
and is now once more ſubjeGed to thy cenſure and 
judgement : This ſecond publication of it was 
occaſioned by another book for vindication of 


the Mintſtery by the Prowinciall Aſſembly of 


London, wherezn there are frequent appeals to 
Smetymnuus'; thongh otherwiſe I ſhould have 
judged the reprinting ſeaſonable ; for the Lord 
hath now returned us to ſuch a jun6ure of time, 
wherein there is greater freedom of debate with- 
out noyſe and vulgar prejudice ; and certainly if 
the quarrell of Epiſcopacy were once cleared, and 
brought to an iſſue,we ſhould not be ſo much in the 
dark in other parts of Diſcipline, the conviction 
of anerrour by folid grounds being the beſt way 
to finde out the truth ; reformations carried on 
wtth popular tumult, rather then rationall con- 
viction, 


— "hw. 


To the Reader. 

viction, ſeldom end-well; though the judgement of 

God be to be obſerved in-powring contempt upon 

thoſe which are partiall in his law , yet the im- 
rovident leapes which-a people are. wont to 

make upon ſuch occaſions, lay the foundation of a 

laſting milchiefe. I hope that by the review of 

theſe matters we ſhall come to know more of the 

Lords counſell for the ordering of his houſe , or 

- Axes 4t Leaſt that by weighing what may be ſaid on all 
ooo ſides, we ſhall learnmoreto * truth it in love, 

_ which ts the unfeined deſire of him who is 


—_ 


Newington, | ThineintheLord, 
Jane 23, 1653. 


Tho Maxrtox. 
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Moſt Flonourable Lords, 
And ye the Knights,Citizens,and Burgeſles of 


the Honourable Houſe of CoMMoNs. 


s Lthough we doubt not, but that book which was lately 
; dire&ted to your Honours, bearing the name of an Hum- 
ble Remonftrance , hath had accefſe unto your preſence : 
and 1s in the firſt approaches of it, diſcovered by your diſcer- 
ning ſpirits,to be neither Humble,nor a Remonſtrance; but a heap 
of confident and ungroundcd aflertions; ſo that to your Hoxonrs 
a Reply may ſeem ſuperfluous: Yet left the Authour ſhould glory 
in our filence, as a granting of the cauſe; we humbly crave 
your Honours leave to preſent,not ſo much to your ſelves, as to 
the world by your hands,a view of this Remonſtrance;in which 
the Authour after too large a Preface, undertakes the ſupport of 
two things, which ſeem to him to be threatned with danger of a 
preſent precipice,the Liturgie,and the Hierarchy, 


It was a conſtitution of thoſe admired ſons of Juſtice the Areo- «vtv-ras; y | 
pagiz that ſuch as pleaded before them ſhuuld plead without pre 4% wg | 


facing and without paſſion : had your Hoxeurs made ſuch a eon- H*% 


ftitution , this Remonſtrance muſt have been baniſhed from the 
face of your Aſſembly ; for the Preface fils almoſt a fourth part 
of the book, and the reſt ſwels with ſo many paſſionate Rhetorica- 


tzons,as it is harder for us in the multitude of his words to finde 


what his argument is that we have to anſwer, then to anſwer it 
when it is found, | 

We would not trace him in his words, but. cloſe immediately 
with his arguments, did we not finde in him a fad exemplificat! - 


on of that divine Axiome, in Multitudine verb,rum non deeft pec- P43 23s 


catum, in the multitude of words,there wants not fin : for though the 
Author is bold to call upon your Hozours to heare the words of 
truth and confidence,yet how little truth there is in his great con- 
fidence, the enſuing diſcourſe ſhall diſcover. 

His very words are confident enough, and yet as falſe as con- 
fident; wherein he Impropriates all honeſty unto theſe his Papers,and 
brands all others with the name of Libellers, and yet himſelfe finnes 
m_ againſt the rule of honeſty, and lies naked to the ſcourge 
of his own cenſure. 

Firſt, in ſetting a brand upon all writings that have lately 
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A 2 iÞ':cd Pag. 1. 


23 


Fag.7. 


Pep. 2. 


iffued from the preſſe, as if they had forgotten to ſpeak any.other- 


(2) 


language then Libellows : it ſeems hingſelfe had forgottex that ſome 
things had iflued by authority of the King and Parliament. 

Secondly,in taxing (implicitely) all ſuch as wil not own this 
Remonftrance for theirs , as #0ze. of the peaceable and wel-affefied 
Sons of the Church of England.. | 

Thirdly, in cenſuring the way of petitioning your Honours, 
the ancient and ordinary free way of ſeeking redrefſe of our 
evils, for a Tumultuary under-hand way. 

Fourthly, in condemning all ſuch as arenot fautors of this 
Epiſcopal Cauſe, as none of his Majeſties good Subjets, engroſ- 
fing that praiſe onely to his own party, laying, The eyes of us the 
good Subjefis of this while Realme are fixed upon your Succeſſe, &c. 

Fitthly , in Impropriating to the ſame party the praiſe of 
Orthedox,pag.6.as if to ſpeak a word, or think a thought againſt 
Epiſcopacy, wereno lefſe Hereſtie, then it was in former time to 
ſpeak againft the Popes ſupremacy , or the monkes fat belly ; 
whereas whether the Epiſcopallpart be the Orthodox , peaceable, 
wel-affefed part, and his Majeſties only good Subjecs , we leave to 
your Honours to Judge, upon the numerous informations -that 
flow in unto you from the ſeveral parts of this Kingdome. 

Nor can they decline your Judgement, ſeeing now you are 
(through Gods bleſſing) happily met in a much /o»ged for Parlia- 
ment: but whither ſo much longed for by him and his accom- 
plices, as by thoſe againſt whom he whets his Style, the prayers 
that have obtained this happy meeting, and the praiſes that doe 
attend it, will decide in that great day. 

The Helena, whoſe Champion this Remonſtrant chiefely is, is 
that Goverxment which he —_ Sacred, viz. that Government by 
Arch-Biſhops, Biſhops, Deanes, Archdeacoms, ©&c. which, faith he, 
through the fides of ſome miſliked perſens ſome have endeavoured to 
wound. Miſliked Perſons ? and why not offending perſons? why 
not guilty perſons ? when this Honourable houſe hath found juſt 


_ cauſe to charge ſome of them with crimes of the higheſt nature, 


Our zeale for your Hoxours makes us feare, left your aſſembly 
ſhould ſuffer in this word ; as if your proceedings againſt ſuch 
perſons ſhould be grounded upon compliance with ſuch as doe 
miſlike them, rather then upon their own demerits or the Juſtice 


of this Court. 


But whatever thoſe Perſon $ be, the Government it ſelf is Sa- 
cred; which by the joynt confeſſion of all reformed Divines , derives it 


ſelf from the times of the bleſſed Apoſtles , without any mm 
oy | withont. 


een _ - — — 


(3) 
without contradidion of any one congregation in the world unto this 
preſent age. This is but an Epiſcopal Bravado; therefore we let it 
fe, til] we come to cloſe and contend with him in the point ; 
where we ſhall demonſtrate, that in the compaſſe of three lines he 
hath packt up as many untruths, as could be ſmoothly couched 
in ſo few words, as any man of common underſtanding , that 
dookes upon the face of the Government of almoſt all reformed 
Churches in the Chriſtian world may at firſt view diſcover. 

But before we come to this, there are yet two things in this 
Preface which we count not unworthy obſervation. The Firſt 
is, the compariſon which he makes between the two Govern= 
ments, the Civil which with us is Monarchy : and the ſacred 


1ay be the Rale (as he plzades it for Epiſcopacy ) or if Scripture 
(as he interprets __—_— itis VARIABLE, and ARBITRA- 
RY : but the other DIVINE and VNALTER ABLE: ſo that had 
men petitioned for the altering of Monarchicall Government, 
they had (in his Judgement) been lefſe culpable, both by Scrip- 
ture and Antiquity , then in petitioning the alteration of the 
Hierarchical : Had he found but any ſuch paſſage in any of his 
Lewd Libellers (as his modeſty is alwayes pleaſed to terme them 
certainly if we may borrow his own phraſe, the eares of the 
three Intereſied Kingdomes, yea all the nergbbour Churches, and if we 
may ſay, the whole Chriſtian world, and no ſmall part beyond it , had 
run with the loud cryes of no lefle then Treaſon,Treaſon. 
Truth is, in his Antiquity we finde that this his uninterrupted 
ſacred Government hath ſo farre invaded the Civil, and ſo yoked 
Monarchy, even in this Kingdome,asMalmesbury reports : That 


IWiliam Kufus oppreſſed by Bijiops , perſwaded the Jewes to con= malmsbury | 


emon. 


which with him is Epiſcopacy. Of the firſt he ſaith, if Antiquity pag. 


fute them 3 promifing thereupon to turne England to their Res lib.g. 


ligion,that he might be free of Biſhops. And this is ſo natural an 
eff. & of #nalterable Ejeſc pacy, that Pius the fourth to the Spaniſh 
Embafſador , importuning him to permit Biſhops to be decla- 


red by the Councel of Trent to be Jure Divino, gave this anſwer: Hiſt. Concil, 
That his King knew not what he did deſire; for if Biſhops ſhould Trid. 


be ſo declared , they would be all exempted from his Power, 
and as independent as the Pope himfelt. 

The ſecond thing vbſervableis the compariſon he makes be- 
tween the late Alterations attempted in our Neighbour Church 


by his Epiſcopal fafion, and that Alteration that is now juſtly 


dcfired by the hrmble Petitioners to this Honourable Houſe, The 
one being attempted by ſtrangers, cndeayoring violently to - 
| | .* eru 


(4) 


trude I#19vations upon a ſetled Church and State, The other hum 
bly petitioned to the Heads and Princes of cur State by Myultitudes 
therein almoſt ruined by an Innovating FaGtion : yet doth not this 
Remecnſtrant bluſh to ſay ; it theſe be branded, (io he calls the 
juft cenſures of this Honourable Houſe)for Incend:aries, how ſhall 
theje Bontefeux eſcape, &c. thus cunningly indeavouring either to 
jJuſtifie the former by the praiſe of the latter, or to render the 
latter more odious then the former. 

The attempts of theſe men whom he would thus render 0+ 
dious, he craves leave to preſent to your Honours in two 
things, which are the ſubjefts of this quarrel : The Litur:y and 
Epiſcopacy 3 and we humbly crave your Honours leave in buth to 


anſwer. 
| SECT. II. 
Liturgie. Irſt, the Liturgy of the Church of England ( ſaith he) bath beer 
hitherto eſleemed ſacred, reverently uſed by holy Martyrs, daily 
Pag.1o. frequented by devout Proteſtants , as that which more then once hath 
been confirmed by the Edifs of religious Princes, and your own Par- 
liamentary Afis, &c. And hathijt ſo ? whence then proceed theſe 
many Additions and Alterations? that have ſo changed the face 
and fabrick-of the Liturgy , that as Dr. Hall ſpake once 6f the 
pride of Eng/a-d: it our fore-fathers ſhould revive and ſee their 
daughters walking in Cheapſide with their fannes and farthin- 
galcs, &c, they would wonder what kinde of creatures they 
vere; and ſay Nature had forgot her ſelf and brought forth a 
monſter : ſo it theſe holy Martyrs that once ſo reverently uſed 
the Liturgy ſhould revive and look for their Letany ftampt by 
Authority of Parliament , #hey would be amazed, and wonde- 
1 Ad hoe ma'e. T1908 fay 3 England had forgotten her ſelt and brought forth, &c. 
Tum devolurs Martyrs? what doe we ſpeak of Martyrs,when we know Sir,that 
eſt Eccleſia Dei one of your own (a) Biſhops ſaid it in the hearing of many not 
Q& ſponſa Chri- ſo long ſince, but you may well remember it, That the Service of 
Siizut heretico- jhe Church of England was now ſo dreſt , that if the Pope ſhould come 
9a 7 of and (ee it, ve would claime it as his own,but that it is in Engliſh? 
44 celebxands  Icis little then to the advantage of your cauſe, that you tell 
Sacramenta Us, it is trau/lated into other languages ; and as little ſervice have 
celeſtia,d;ſ.ipli- they done to the Church of England, who have taught our Pray= 
nam, Tux Wit ec to ſpeak Latine again : For if it be their Language chictly 
- ci that overthrows the Popes claime, take away that, and what 
ciant chriſtiani hinders then, but the Pope may ſay, theſe are mine? 
qued Antichriſii As for cther Tranſlations and the great applauſe it hath obtained 
faciunt. from forraigne Divines , which are the fumes this Remonſtrant 
Cypr.Ep.7. | vendi- 


Pag.9. 


—_— _— 


” 


(5) 


yenditates ; what late dayes have produced we know not;but the 
great lights of Former ages have been farre from this applau- 
ding : weareſure judicious Calvir faith, that in the Liturg 
there are ſundry Telerab:les Treptie , which we think is no very 
great applaulc, 

To vindicate this Liturgy from ſcorne (as he calls it) at home or 
by your Hoxours aide to reinforce it upon the Nation, is the work of 
his Remonſtrance, for the effe&ting whereof he falls into an #1t- 
patallelPd diſcourſe about the Antiquity of Liturgies 3 we call it 
unparalleld, becauſe no man that we have ſeen ever drew the line 
of Liturgy ſo high as he hath done. 

Concerning which, it by Liturgy this Remonſtrant under- 


© 


Pag.13, 


ſtand an Order obſerved in Church aſſemblies of Praying , reading, 


and expounding the Scriptures, Adminiftring Sacraments,&c: Such 
a Liturgy we kxow and doe acknowledge both Fews and Chriſtians 
have uſed. Bur if by Licurgy heunderſtand preſcribed and ſtin- 
ted formes of Adminiſtration Compoſed by ſome particular men 
in the Church , and impgſed upon all the reft C as this he muſt 
underſtand, or elſe all he ſaith is nothing ) we defire and expect 
that thoſe formes, which he ſaith are yet extant , and ready io be 
produced, might once appeare. 


"Liturgy of this former ſort we finde in 7uffine Martyr and Juſt. Mar. 


Tertullizn. But that there were not ſuch ftinred Liturgies as this APolt-2. 
Terr. Ap. ads 


Gen.c.zg., 


Remonſtrant diſputes for, appeares by Tertullay, in his Apol. Cap. 
30. where he ſaith the Chriſtians of thoſe times did in their pub. 
like aſſemblies pray ſine monitore quia de peftore,without any Promp= 
ter but their own hearts, And that ſo it ſhould be,the ſame Father 
proves in his Treatiſe de Oratione : Sunt que petantur, ©c, There 
are ſome things to be asked accerding to the occaſions of every man : 
the lawfull and ordinary prayer (what is the Lords prayer) being laid 
as a foundation ; It is lawful to build upon that foundation other 
prayers according to every ones occaſions. And to the ſame purpoſe 
St. Auſtin in his 121. Ep. liberum eft; @c. it is free to aske the 
{ame things that aredefired in the Lords Prayer, aliis atque aliis 


erbis, ſometimes one way and ſometimes another : And before Juſt, Mar. 
APO!r. 2. 


this,in that famous place of 1uf.Mar. 4po.2. He,who i::/tructed the 


prayer taken away , and ſet and impoſed formes introduced, 
untill the time that the Ariaz and Pelagianu Herefies did invade 
the Church, and then becauſe thoſe Hereticks did convey and 
ſpread their poyſon in their formes of Pr ayer and Hymnes, the 
Church thought it convenient to reftrai ne the liberty of mak? ng 
and 
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Concil.Laod, 
Can.18, 


Conc. Carth. 
3. Can.23. 
Anno 397. 


Conc. Milev.2, 
Can. 12, An, 


429, 


Pag.10, 


Pag. 11, 
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(6) 
and uſing publiqueforms: And firſtit ordained that none ſhould 
_ pro Arbitriog ſed ſemper eedem preces, that none ſhould uſe 
iberty to vary in prayer, but uſe alwaies the ſamieforme, Coxc. 
Laod. Can. 18. yet this was a forme of his own compoſing, as 
appears by another Cexox, wherein it was ordered thus : None 
ſhould-uſe any forme, unlefle he had firſt conferred Cum fratribus 
inftrufioribus : with the more learned of his brethren. Conc. Carth. 5* 
Can.23. and laſtly thac none ſhouJd uſe ſer prayers , but ſuch as 
were approved of in a Synode , which was not determined till 
the yeare 416. Conc.Milev.2.Can. 12. And had there been any Li- 
turgies of Times of the firit.and moſt venerable antiquity pro- 
ducible, the greatadmirers cf them ,. and enquirers after them 
would have preſented them to the world ere this. 

| We know that Biſhop Andrewes in his zeale for Liturgies pur- 
ſued the enquiry after the Fewiſh Liturgy ſo far, that he thought 
he had found it; and one there was which he fent to Cambridge 
to be tranſlated:: but there it was ſoon diſcovered to have been 
made _ after the Jewes ceaſed to be the Church of God ; and 
ſo himfelt (uppreſt ic, that it never ſaw the light under a tran- 
ſlation. 

We wonder therefore what this Remonſtrant meant to affirm 
ſo contidently,that part of the forme of prayer which was compoſed 
by eur bleſſed Savioar, was borrowed from the formes go former= 
ly uſed by Gods people. An opinion we never met before ; indeed, 
we have read that the Rabbines ſince the dayes of our Saviour 
have borrowed ſome expreſſions from that Prayer , and from 0- 
ther Evangelical paſſages : But we never read till now , that the 
Lord Chriſt the wiſdome of the Father borrowed from the Wiſdome 
of the R abines expreſſions to uſe in Prayer. 

Andas much we wonder by what Revelation or Tradition 
(Scripture being filent in the thing) he knew, that Peter and 
Fobn , when they went up to the Templeto pray , their Prayer 
was not of a ſudden aud extemporary conception , but of a Regular 
preſcription. Sure we are,ſome as well read in ewiſh antiquity, 
as this Remonſtrant ſhewes himſelf tobe, have told us that the 


.houre of Prayer was the time when the Prieſt burnt Incenſe; and 


the people were at their private prayers without , as appeares 
Luke 1.9. where we read, that while Zachary the Prieſt went in to 
offer Incenſe, all the people ſtood with out praying in the time 
of the Oblation. Which Prayers were ſo far from being Preſcr:pt 
Formes or Liturgies that they were not vocal but mental Prayers, 
as Maſter Meade tells us in his expoſition upon the eighth of the 
Revelativons. | And 
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And whatever Peter and ohy did, this we know, that when 
the Publican andthe Phariſee went up to the Templeto pray(as Pag. 18. 
the Apoſtle did at the houre of prayer) their prayer was .ot o 
Regular preſcription, but of a preſent Conception. 

But f ack Remonſtranr be in the right, concerning the Jewiſh 
Liturgies, then the Evangelical Church might better have impro= 
ved her peace and happineſſe , then in compoſing Models of Invocation Pag. 11. 
and Thanksgiving, when there Is one extant and ready to be produ- 
ced, that was conſtantly uſed by Gods people ever fince Moſes dayes, 
and put over to the times of tbe Goſpel, and confirmed by Apoſtolical 
pradiiſe : orelſegreat is our loſſe, who are ſo unhappily depri- 
ved of the beſt improvement, the Charch made of her peace and hap- 
pineſſe in the firſt 300. years : for reje&ting thoſe Liturgies that 
are confeſſed by the Learned to bee Spurious : we challenge this Euſh. 4 
Remonſflirant to produce any one Liturgie that was the ifſue of Rſeb. de 
thoſe times. And bleſſed Conftantine was herein as unhappy as 
wee, who needed not have compoſed forms of pujer for his +<7-38- 
Guard to uſe upon the Lords day, but might and would have 
taken them our of former Liturgies,if there had been any ; And 
can ye with patience think that any ingennous Chriſtian ſhould be ſo 
tranſported , as upon ſuch weak and unproved premiſes to build ©2g+ 11. 
ſuch a Confident concluſs.r, as this Remonſtrant doth ? and in that 
Concluſion forget the ſtate of thexcontroverfie, {liding from the 
queſtion of a preſcribed and impoſed Liturgy to an arbitrary book 
of prayer. 

In his Rhetorical Encomium of conceived. prayer we ſhall more 
willingly bear a part with him, then they whoſe cauſe he pleads; 
for had that been in their hearts, which is in this book : to hate, 
to be guilty of powring water/ufon the Spirit , and gladly to adde oyle 
rather : {o many learncd, able, Conſcientious Preachers had not 
been moleſted and ſuſpended, for letting the conſtant flames 
of their fixed conceptions mount up from the altar of their zealous 
heart unto the throne of grace : nor had there been ſo many 
advantages watched from jome ftops and ſeeming ſoleciſmes in 
{ome mens prayers, to blaſpheme the ſpirit of Prayer, which though 
now confeſt co be ſo far from being offenſive, that they are as plea- Pag. 12. 

ſing Muſick in the eares of the Almighty : yet time hath been, when 
they have ſounded as meer Batt-logiesz nay no better then meer 
Blaſphemies in the eares of ſome Biſhops. |. | | 
And.it this conceived prayer be not to be oppoſed in another, Pa7.13s 
by any man that hath found the true operation of this grace in. 
himſelf ; with that ſpirit then are thoſe poſſeft , that have not 
| B onely 
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otely thus raged with their rongaes againſt this way of prayer, 
but by ſealing up the mouthes of Miniſters for praying thus in 
publike, and impoſing penances upon private Chriſtians for 


praying thus in their families : and compelling them to abjure 


this pra&iſe,have endeavoured with raging violence to baniſh 
this divine ordinance from our Churches and dwellings, and 
profeſt in open Court , it was fitter for Amſterdam then for our 
Churches. 

But howſoever this applauſe of conceived prayer may ſeem to 
be Cordial , yet he makes it but a vantage ground to lift up pub- 
like formes of ſacred Church Liturgy (as he calls it) the higher,that 
they may have the greater hozour, that by the power of your antho- 
rity they be reinforced , which work there would have been no 
need to call your Honours to, had not Epiſcopal zeal broke forth 


| Into ſuch flames of indignation againſt conceived prayers , that 


we have more juſt cauſe to jmplore the propitiogs aide of the ſame 
Authority to re-eftabliſh the Liberty of this , then they to re-inforce 
the necellity of that. | 

Yet there are two fſpecious Arguments which this Remon- 
ſtrant brings to perſwade this defired re-inforcement ; the Ori- 
ginal and Confirmation of our Liturgy. 

For the firſt, he tels your Honours, it was ſelefed out of ancient 
Models not Roman bat Chriſtian , contrived by the holy Martyrs 
and Confeſſors of the bleſſed refermation of Religion 5 where we be- 
ſecch your Honours to confider how we may truſt theſe men,who- 
fometimes ſpeaking and writing of the Rowan Church , pro- 
claime it a true Church of Chriſt, and yet here Roman and Chriſti- 
ax Rand in oppoſition : ſometimes'they tel} men, their Licurgy 
is wholly taken out of the Romane Miſſal, onely with ſome little 
alteration : and here they would perſwade your Honours there 
is nothing Romane in it. But it is wholly ſele&ed out of pure 
Ancient Models, as the Duinteſtence of them all. Whereas alas the 
original of it, is publiſhed to the world, in that Proclamation 
of Edward the fixt. 

And though here they pleaſe to ſtile the Compoſers of it, holy: 
Martyrs aud contrivers of the bleſſed Reformation : yet there are of 
the Tribe for whim he pleads, not a few that have called them Trai- 
tors rather then Martyrs , and Deformers rather then Reformers of 
our Religion. ; JIE 

His other Argument for the Liturgy is taken from that ſupply 


of ſtrength it hath received from the recommendation of foure moſt Re 


bgious Princes, and your own Parliamentary eſtabliſhments : and more. 
| eſpecially 
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eſpecially from the Proclamation of King James of famtous memory : 
the validity of which plea, your Honours are beſtable to judge, 
and therefore we leave it at your Bar; yet theſe two things we 
know : firſt, that this forme was never eſtabliſhed to be ſo pun&Fu- 
ally obſerved, ſo rigorouſly preſſed, to the caſting out of all that ſcruple 
it, or any thing in it (as many of his Majeſties Subje&s now doe) 
to the (almoſt ) Juſtling out of the preaching of the Word and Con 
ceived Prayer altogetber. | 

And ſecondly, as ſure we are, that your Hoxours think neither 
your own Lawes , nor the Proclamation of that moſt famous and 
ever admired Prince , to beas unalterable as the Lawes of the 
Medes and Perſtars. : 

And now having briefly ſhewed, that Liturgzes are not of that 
antiquity that this Remonſtrant pretends, but that conce:ved prayer 
was in »ſe in the Church of God before Litargies, and is juſtified 
from ther own mouthes, and not to be found fault with by any but a 
gracelefie man : and having likewiſe ſhewed that our Liturgy was 
taken out of Models, not onely Chriſtian but Romane, and had 
ſince-the firſt compiling of it ſuffered alteration to the w.rſe; and 
though eſtabliſhed by Law, and confirmed by Proclamation, was 
never intended to the juſtling out, either of preaching or concei- 
ved prayer ; theſe things declared , we humbly crave your Ho- 
nours lcave to propound theſe two Dueries, 

QUERE. I: 

Whether it be not fit to conlider of the alteration of the pre- 
ſent Liturgy. | 

Firſt, becauſe it ſymbolizeth ſo much with the Popiſh Maſſe, 
as that the Pope himiclf was willing to have it uſed, if he might 
but confirme it. 

It was made and compoſed into this frame, on purpoſe to 
Hring the Papiſts to our Churches, which we tinde to be with ſo 
lictle ſucceſſe, as that it hath rather brought many of us to them, 
then any of them to us, and hach Iſt many of ours from us. 

Becauſe many things therein contained are {tumbling blocks 
. before the feet of many : ſuch as theſe, the clogging it wich 
Ceremonies, and the often and impertinent reiterating of. the 
Lords Prayer,the il] tranſlation of the Pialmes, and other Scrip= 
tures, the many phraſes in the very prayers, which are liable to 
Juſt exception. And whereas the Miniſter by the Scripture is 
the prope mouth to God, this book preſcribes Reſpon{ories to 
be ſaid by the people, ſome of which are unſutable to what the 
Miniſter pronounceth, ſome of them ſeem to ſavour of Tautolo- 
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#y, ſomeare made to be ſo eſſential to the prayer, as that al! 
which the Miniſter ſaith , is no prayer wichout them; as in the 
Letany. 

Becauſe it is ſo much Idolized, as that it is accounted the only 
worſhip of God in England, and is now made the upholder of a 
non-preaching Miniftry, and is cryed up to that height , as that 
ſome are not aſhamed to ſay; that the wit of men and Angels 


cannot mend it : and that it is a ſufficient diſcharge of the Mi- 


niſters duty to read this Book. 

There are ſuch maltitudes of people , that diſtaſte this book, 
that unlefle it be altered, there 1s no hope of any mutual agree= 
ment between Gods Miniſters and their people. | 

There is ſuch a vaſt difference between it, and the Liturgies of 
all other reformed Churches. as that it keeepes them at a di. 
ance from us, and ys from full Communion with them. 

 QUEREITII. 

Whether the firft reformers of Religion did ever intend the uſe 
of a Liturgy further, then to be an help, in the want, or to the 
weakneffe of a Miniſter. 

All other reformed Churches, though they uſe Liturgies, yet 
doe no binde their Miniſters to the uſe of them. 


A Rubrick in King Edwards book left it unto the diſcretion 


of the Miniſter, what and how much to read, when there was a 


Sermon. " 
The Homilies which are appointed to be read, are left free ei- 


+ ther to be read or not, by preaching Miniſters; and why not then 


thcLicurgy?eſpecially conſidering that the ability to offer up the 
peoples wants to God in prayer is part of the Miniſterial office, 
as well as preaching. And if it can be thought no lefſe then ſa- 
criledge to rob the people of the Miniſters gift in preaching, 
and to tye them to Homilies, it can be no lefle, to deprive them 
of their gift in prayer. 

The ground of the firſt binding of it upon all to uſe , was not 
to tye godly men from exerciling their gift in prayer; but the 
old Popiſh Prieſts , that by a ſeeming returne to our Religion 
did through indulgence retaine their places, from returning to 
the old Maſfe. | 

That which makes many refuſe to be preſent at our Church 
ſervice, is not onely the Liturgy it ſelf , but the impoting of it 
upon Miniſters. And we finde no way to recover our people to a 
flinted prayer, but by leaving it free to uſe or not to uſe. 

Kit be objeRed , that this will breed diviſions and difſturban- 
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ces i»Charches, unlefſe there be a uniformity, and that there are 
_ unable. Ll | 
_: i 
Why ſhould the free liberty of uſing or not ufing a Licurgy, 
breed more confuſion then the free liberty of reading or not rea- 
ding Homilies? eſpecially when Miniſters ſhall teach people, nor 
to condemne one another in things indifferent. 

If there be a care taken in thoſe that have the power to make 
Miniſters, to chooſe men gifted as well for prayer as preaching, 
there cannot be conceived how any inconvenience ſhould fol- 
low. Or if afterwards it ſhould appeare, that any Miniſter ſhonld 
prove inſufficient to diſcharge the duty of prayer in a conceived 
way, It may be impoſed on him as 4 puniſhment,to uſe ſet forms 
and no other. But why any Miniſter that hath the gifc of prayer, 
in an abundant meaſure, as well as of preaching, ſhould be hin- 
dered from exercifing his gift well, becauſe another uſeth ir il}, 
is a new Divinity never heard of in Gods Church , till Biſhop 
Irens dayes , who forbad all uſe of conceived prayer in the 
Church, | Ti 


SEC T.: bIL. 


E come now with your Honours favour, to the ſecond 
point diſputed in this Remonſtrance , Epiſcopacy :t ſelfe, 
againſt which, whatſoever hath been either ſpoken or written 


ath not bred any diſturbance in other reformed Churches. 4 


of 
2 
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by any, either learned Divines, or well-reformed Churches (as his Pay. 17. 


conſcience knows, there are of both that have writ againſtit) is 
Taxed by him as no other then the, unjuſt Clamors either of weak 
. or faGious perſons. Sure the man thinkes he hath obtained a Mo- 


:0poly of learning, and all Knowleage is lockt up in his boſome ; Pag. 17. 


and not onely Knowledge but piety and peaceablenefie too; for 
all thatare not ofhis opinion , muſt ſuffer either as weak or 
factious, if he may be their Judge. We know not what this Ar- 
rogancy might attempt to faſten upon your Hoxonurs, ſhould the 
Lowels of your compaſſion be enlarged, to weigh in the Ballance 
of your wiſedomes, the mult1tude of Humble petitions , preſented 
to you from ſeveral parts of this Kingdome, that hath long 
groaned under the Iron and Inſupportable yoake of this Epiſco- 
pal Government, which yet we doubt not, but your Honours will 
pleaſe to take into your prudent and pious confideration : Eſpe- 
cially knowing it is their continual praiſe to loade with the 
odious names of FaGioz all that juſtly complaine of their »»ju/t 


oppreſſion, | 
In 
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Pag. 17. - Jahbjs addrefſe; vohiacefence-of -Epiſcapdey, hetmakesan un. 
happy confeſſion that he is confounded im himſelfe. Your Honours 
nay. in this belieye himmg dbr-he thati 'readesitbis remonſtrance, 
may eatily- obſerve fo manyitalfities-and'contrailiffions,Cthough 
preſented to publike view, with a face of confident-bo!dneffe, ) 
A as could not tall from the'Pen of any, but ſe/f-canfeurded man : 
"* Pap. 2. which though we doubtnotbut your Honours have delcryed ; yet 
a One of theſe becaute they are hid from an errant .and unobſerving eye, un- 
Sonnes of the, der the Embroyderies of ztlken Language, -we Humbly' crave 
Church of your Honours leave topiit them one by one -upon the file, that 
England the world may fee what.credir is to be given to the bold aiſerti« 
cn moo ons of this confident Remonſtrane. | 
Sane is, -Flrſt, in his ſecond'page,hedubs his book * the faithful meſ- 
was he who ſenger of all(a)ihe peacrable.aud right affefed ſous. of the Church of 
ſwore by the _F,,9/ayd : which-words (beſides thatunchriſtian Theta , which 
_—_— as wealready obſerved, they ſerupon all that are not of his par- 
the death of EY) Carry in the bowels of them anotorious falſity and contra- 
rhoſe that did.didtion to the phvaſe of th= book ; | for how could. this book be 
appeareto the mcfſinger of all his own party in England , when it-is not to 
move againſt |, imagined, that all could know of 'the coming forth of this 
gt book before it was publiſhed ? and how can that book crave ad- 
and if the reſÞ mittance'in #1 their names, that ipeakes in the fingular number, 
of theſe Milli- and as.in the perſon of one man almcſt tht whole book thorow. 
ons mentio- Buriirmay be ſame will ſay,this is buta fmall ilip; well be ic 
m= 2 ſo : but in.the ſevenalypage he Jayes ic on in tour lines, aſſerting 
hae ſo theſe four things : Firſt, that Epiſcopal Government , (that very 
punctually ſame Epiſcopal Government, which ſome he ſaith ſeeke to wound, 
calculated P. that is Government by Dioceſan Biſhops ) derives it ſelf from the 
41. be of us Apoſtles times;which though we ſhall coy #83 more fully confute 
| mags. _ anon , yet wecannothere but rank it among his.notorious-=-- : 
of very peace- for how could there be ſuch Government of a Dioccfle by a Bt- 
able & right- ſhop derived trom the Apoſtles times, when in the Apoſtles time's 
affected men. there were no Bithops diſtin& from Presbyters, as we ſhall ſh:w? 


F and if thcre had been, Biſhops, yet they were no Dioceſans ; for 
Fa 7* it was a hundred yeares after Chriſt, or as mottagree 260. before 
Evariſtus. Pariſhes were diſtinguiſhed, :and there muſt be a diſtintion of 
100. Pariſhes before there could bean union.ot them into Diocees. 
Dionyſi us. Secondly, it is by the joyut confeſſion of ull reformed Diwvines gran= 
260. ted, that this ſacred Government is derived fromthe Apoſiles : What 


Some fay all reformed Divines ? was Calvin, Beza,' Funins., &c. of that 
267. as Pol. minde ? Are the reformed Churches of Fronce, Scotlaad, Nether- 
Virg. lands, of that Judgement ? we ſhall ſhew anon that there is no 
Pag. 1314+ | 
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more truth in this Aſfertion then if he had ſild with Anataporar, 
ſnow. is black, or with Coperricas, the Earth moves; and the 
Heavens ſtand ſti]. n 

Thirdly, he ſaith this Government hath continned without any 
interruption : What doth he meane; at Rowe? for we reade in fome 
places of 'the world this Government yas never known for many 
yeares together : as in Scet/ayd, we read that in Agcient times 


- the Scots were inſtructed in the Chriſtian faith by Priefts and Fobn Maior 
Monkes, and were without Biſhops 290. yeares : yea to come to 7,2, FH, Js 
England, we would defire to know of this Remonſtrant whether , ,#. Sx, 


L 


God had a Church in England in Q. Marjes dayes orno? and if 
ſo, who were then the Biſhops of this Church, for' ſome there 
muſt be, if it be true that this man ſaith, 'this Government hath 
continued without any interruption unto this day , and Biſhops 
then we know not where to finde bur in the line of Popiſh ſuc- 
ceſlton. | 

Fourthly; he ſaith it hath' thus continued without the contra- 
dition of any 'one Congregation int the Chriſtian world, It ſeemes he 
hath forgotten, what their own-darling Hey{5x hath written of 
the people of Biſcay in Spaine , that they admir of no Biſhops to 
comeamong them ; for when Ferdizand the Catholike came in 


progrefle accompanied' among others with the Bifhop of Pampe- Heylins 
. font, the people roſe upin' Armes, drove back the Bifhop , and ga- Ge9g-Þ-55- 


thering up all the duft which they thought he had trode on, 
flung it into the Sea. | 


Which ſtory had it been recorded onely by hin, would have Gener .H iſt. 
been of lighter Credit. But we reade the- ſame in the Spaniſh of Spain 1.22 


Chronicle, who ſaith more then the DoaRor :. for he tels ns that 
the People threw that duſt thar the Biſhop'or his Male had trode 
on, into the Sea with Curſes and Trpyecttions : which certainly 
ſaith he was not done withour ſome Myſtery , thoſe people not 
being voide of Religion, but ſuperſtirioufly devour as the reſt of 
the Spaniards are:ſo that there is one Congregation in the Chri- 
ſttian world in which this Government hath mer with'contra- 
dition. Ew: 

And arenot the Frexch, Scottiſh, and Belzick Churches worthy 
to be counted Chriſtian Congregations ? and who knowes not 
that amongſt theſe this Governmenc, hath met not onely with 
verbal but reall eontradiion ? | 

Yethe'cannot leave his--« ;- Bat within two: pages is at it a- 
gaine ; and tels us of an unqueſtionable- clexreneſſe wherein it bath 
been from the Apoſtles derived tour © how unqueſtionable ?' when 
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the many volumes written about it, witnefſe to the world, and 
to his conſcience, it'hath been as much queſtioned as any point 
(almoſt) in our Religion. 

And that aſſertion of his that tels us that the people of God 
had a forme of prayer as ancient as Moſes , which was conſtantly 
pradiſed tothe ofies dayes, and by the Apoſtles, &c. though we 
have ſhewed how bold-and falſe this aſſertion is, yet we mention 
it here as deſerving to be put into the Catalogue. | 

And that he may not ſeem Contra mentem ire, but to be of the 
ſame minde ſtill, p. 18, he ſaith, Epiſcopa! Government hath conti- 
nued in this Iſland ever ſince thefarſt plantation of the Goſpel without 
contradidion.. Had he taken a leffe ſpace of time, and ſaid but 
lince thereſuſcitation.of the: Goſpel : we can prove it to him and 
{ha[1, that fince the reformation , Epiſcopacy hath been more ; 
i » then eyer the Papacy was befvre the excirpation 
of it. 

Yerftill the manruns on ,-thinking to get credit to his un=- 
truths by their multiplications; for pag. 21. he ſaith ; Certeinly, 
except all Hiſtories , all Authors faile ws, nothing can be more certaine 
then this truth : Os Durum ! Nothing more certaine /! what is it 
not more certain that there is a God ? is it not more certain that. 
Chriſtis God and man? is it not more certain that Chriſt is the 
only Saviour of the world?Nothing more certain! muſt this then 
be an; Article of our Creed,the corner ftone of our Religion?muſt 
this be of necellity to Salvation ? Nothing. more certain ! O- 
that men ſhould not onely forget themſelves , but God allo : 
and in their zeale for their own Honour utter words bordering 
upon Blaſphemy. BP 

Indignation will not ſuffer us to proſecute theſe: fallities of 
his any farther ; we will leave this diſpleating ſervice, onely 
retorting the words of this Remonſtrant upon himſelt, Surely 
corld he look with our eyes (or.any eyes that were not fartial ) be 
would ſee cauſe to be throughly aſhamed of theſe his groſfſe injurious 
1mſcarriages, and ſhould be forced t» confeſic,that never good cauſeCit 
cauſe be good) had more reaſon to complaine of a ſinful proſecution. 


SECT. IV. 


'T TE will now come with your Honours patience, to weigh. 
whether there be: any more firength in. his arguments, 
then there is truth in his aſſertions. 


His Plea for Epiſcopacy conkifts of cewo parts. In the o_ he. 
rings 


(r5) 
brings arguments for the ſupporting of it. In the ſecond he un- 
dertakes ro anſwer the obje&ions that may be made againſt it. 

His firſt argument for it, is couched in theſe words ; Were this 
Ordinance meerly Humane or Eccleſiaſtical , if there c:uld yo more 
be ſaid for it, but that it is exceeding Ancient, of more then 15, hai- 
dred years, &c. The ſtrength of which argument lies in this, 
that they haye been in peaceable poſſeſſion of this government 
fifteen hundered years and upwards ; and in this Ifland ever fince 
the Goſpel, without contradiQion. 

In which words he ſpeaks two things which deſerve juſt can- 
ſure. Firſt, that the Hierarchical Government hath continued: 
for fifteen hundred years ; therefore ſhould not now be altered; 

which may well be called, as Hierom in another Caſe, Argumen- 


tum Galeatum, an Argument calculated for the Meridian of Epiſco- [4 


pacy, and may indifferently ſerve for all Religions in the World : For 
thus the Jews might have pleaded againſt Chrift the Antiquity 
of more then ſo many hundred years; and thus the Heathens 
did plead againſt the Chriftian Religion, which 7aſtiz Martyr 
in his Apology anſwers. And by this Argument the Pope firs as 
faſt rivetted in his chayre at Rome, as ours in theirs : whoſe 
Plea for Antiquity runs parallel with theirs; Tt-is a good obſer- 
vation of Cyprian, that Chriſt ſaid, Ego ſum via, veritas & vita; 
not Ego ſum conſuetudo; and * that Conſuetudo ſine veritate eſt ye- 
tuſtas errors, Chriſt is Truth, and not Cuſtome; and Cyſtome 
withou Truth, is a mouldy error : and as Sir Fraxcis Bacon * Fruftra cons 
faith, Antiquity without Truth, is a Cypher without a Figure, ſaetudinem no- 
Yet had this þ Remonſtrant been as well verſed in Antiquity bis opponunt, 


as he would bear the worldin hand he hath, he mighe have is 


found Learned Ancients affirming, there was a Time when the ritate,aut-nonid - 


Church was not governed by Biſhops, but by Presbyters. And-fit in ſpirituali- 


when by Biſhops, he might further have ſeen more affinity be- bus Jequendum, - 


tween our Biſhops and the Pope of Rome, then between the g_—_ 
» . & . " ; e "A 
Primitive Biſhops and them. And that as King Fames of famous 7, "oa p Ro 


memory, ſaid of the Religion of Exgland, that it differed no veluns Cypr. 
more from Rome, then Rome did from what it was at firſt ; may £p. 73. 
as truly be ſaid of Biſhops, that we differ no more from then; * It is wel ob-- 


then they do from what Biſhops were, when firſt they were rai- Oy qa 
Apoſtolica, that 1s, the Biſhop that is the ſame with a Presbyter, is of fifteen roars dans 
ſtanding; but a"Biſhop Phraſe Pontificia, that is, a diſtin& order 
byrer, inveſted with ſole 
VENtION,. 


So ſuperiour to a Pref. 
power of Ordination and Juriſdiftion , is but a Noyell _ 


ſed. 


hundred years + 


| 
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{ed unto this emineney :- which difference we ſhall ſhew in our 
enſuing Diſcourſe, to. be ſo great, that as he faid of Rome, he 
did Romam in Roma guerere, he ſought Rome in Rome; ſo wee 
Epriſcopatum in Epiſcopatu, may go ſeek for a Biſhop amcng all cur 
Brſhops. ; 
And whereas in his application of this Argument to the Bi- 
ſhops of this Nation, he {aith, [t hath continued in this 1iand e- 
ver ſince the firſt plantation cf the Ceſpel , without contraditiion ; 
Paz. 19. which is his Secozd in this Argument : How falſe this is,v:e have 
declared already ; and we all know, and himſclte cannot bur 
know, that there is no one thing ſince rhe rcformation, that 
hath met with ſo much Contradi@ion as Epiſcopacy hath done ; 
witneſs the ſeveral Books written in the Reigns of our ſeveral] 
Princes, and the many Petitzons exhibired to our ſeveral Parlize 
ments, and the many ſpeeches made therein againg Epiſcopal Gz- 
vernment : many of which are yet extant. 
Pag. 19. As for that ſupply of Acceffory ſtrength, which he begs to this 
* Whar thee- , f light of nat d the rules of juſt policy, whicl 
mcnr gument,from the /ight of #ature, aud the rules of juſt policy,which 
of Epiſcopacy (ſaith he) reacheth us mat eaſily to g7ve way to the chauge of thoſe 
by the Lawes things 'which long uſe and, many * Laws have firmly eſtabliſhed, as 
is, and upon Neceſſary and Beneficial ; it is evident, that. thoſe things which 
mop _ ro former Ages have ſeemed Neceſſary and Beneficial, may to ſuc- 
ed Sir Edward ceeding Generations, prove not Neceſſary but Noxious, not Bene- 
Cook, informes ficial, but Burtheaſome 3 And then the ſame /izht of nature, and 
us, who re- the ſame juſt policy, that did .at the firſt command the eftabliſk- 
ports, _—_ in ment of them, may and. will perſwade their Abol:ſhment ; tt not, 
0roge rf either our Parliaments muſt never Repeale any of their former 
den at Carlife Ats (which yet they have juftly and wiſely done) or elſe in ſo 
in the 2s.year doing muſt run Counter to the /1ght of zature, and the Rules of 
of Edw. 1.itis ; 2 »,/jicy ; which to think were an impiety to be puniſhed by 


—_ mar he Iudge. ON | 
Church ofEngland was founded in the ſtate of Prelacy within the Realm of England.by thE 


King and his Þr egenitors , &c. for them to inform the people in the Law of God, and to 
keep hoſpitality, and give almes,and do other works of charity. And the ſaid Kings in times 
paſt were wont to have their advice and counfel for the ſafe-guard of the Realme, when they 
had nced of ſuch Prelares and Clerks fo advanced. Cook de jure Regis Eccleſraſtico, Burt whe- 
ther Biſhops have obſerved the Orders of their firſt foundation, &c, 


j SECT. V. 


Pag. 19. 20. ! Has Second Argument for the defence of Epiſcopal Govern- 
; ment, is from the Pedigree of this. holy Calling, which he de- 


rives from uo leſs then &n Apoſtolical, and is that right divine inſtt- 
| tution 


(17) 


tation; and aſfayes to prove it from the pra&ice of the Apoſtles 
* and as he faith, the clear pradice of their Succeſſors , contmued 1? 


Chrifts Ghurch 10 this very day : And to this Argument he ſo much 


conftideszthat he concludes it with thisTriumpbant Epiphonema,What Pag.. 21: 


ſcruple can remain in any ingenuous heart ? And determins, if any con- 
tinue yet unſatisfied, it is in deſpight of reaſon, and all evidence of Hi- 
flory, and becauſebe-wilfully ſhuts his eyes with a purpoſe not to ſes the 
light. Bona verba. | 

By your favour Sir, we will tell you notwithſtanding the ſup- 
poſed ſtrength of your argumentation, there is one ſ{cruple yer re- 


mainingz3 and it you would know upon what ground, it is this;be- . | 
cauſe we find in Scripture (which by your own confeſſion is O, z- Pag. 2, 


ginal Authority ) that Biſhops and Presbyters were Originally the 
tame, though afterwards they came to be diſtinguiſhed : and in 
roceſs of time, Epiicopacy did ſwallow up all the hozor'and-pow- 
cx of the Presbytery , as Pharaoh's lean Kine did the fat, - + 
Their Identity is diſcernable : firſt, from the ſame names given 
unto both : ſecondly, from the ſame office defigned unto both in 


Scripture. As for the names, arenot the ſame names given unto: 


both in Sacred Writ? Let the fifth, fixth, and ſeventh verſes of the 
firſt Chapter to T:tus teſtifie : in the fifth verſe, the Apoſtle ſhews 
that he left Titus in Creet to ordain Elders in every City ; in the 
fixth verſe, he gives a delineation ofthe perſons that are- capable 
of ſach Ordination : and in the ſeventh, the Reaſon, why the per- 


ſon to be ordained, muſt be ſo qualified : for a Biſhop, &c, Now it 


the Biſhop and Eider be not here the ſame,but names of diftin& ot- 
fice and order, the Apoſtles reaſon rendred in the ſeventh verſe of 
his dire&ion in the fifth and5fixth verſes, is (with reverence beit 
{poken ) inconſequential, and his demand unjuft. If a Chancellor 
in one of the Univerſities ſhould give order to his Vice-Chancellor 
to admit noneto the degree of Batchelour in Arts,but ſuch as were 
able to preach, or keep a Divinity A& : For Batchelours in Divinity 
muſt be ſo : what reaſon or equity were in this? Soif Paul leaving 
Titus as his Locum tenens, as it were in Creet for a ſeaſon, ſhould 
give order to him not to admit any to be an Elder but one thus 
and thus qualified, becauſe a Biſhop muſt be ſo: had a Bithop 
been an Order or Calling diftin& from,or ſuperior to a Presbyter, 
and not the ſame, this had been no more rational or equal then 
the former : therefore under the name of Biſhop in the ſeventh 


verſe the Apoſtle intends the Elder mentioned in the fifth verle. | 


Conſonant ro this is the Language of the ſame Apoſtle, A&s. 20. v. 


17.18.where ſuch as in17.verſe he calls TgeoCuiges, Elders,in the 15. 
he calls &#;ox57vs,” in ordinary Engliſh, Biſoops, though our _ | 
| (3 2 ation 
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lation there,(we know not for what reaſon) reads it Overſeers: not 
ſo rendring the word in any other Text. 

And though thisRemonſtrant undertakes to ſhew a clear and re- 
ceived diſtin&tion of Biſhops, Presbyters, & Deacons, as three diſtin 
ſubordinate Callngs in Gods Church, with au evident ſpecification of 
the duty & charge belonging to each of them, or elje let this claimed Hie- 
rarchy be for ever hooted out of the-Church : Yet let us tell him, thac 
we never find in Scripture theſe three Ocders, Byſhops, Presbyters, 
and Deacons, mentioned together : but onely Biſhops and Dea- 
cons, as Phil. 1. and 1.Tim. Nor do we tind in Scripture any Ordi= 
ation to the office. of a Biſhop, differing from the Ordinaticz of an 
Elder : Nor do we find in Scripture, the ſpecification of any Du- 
cy charged upon a Biſhop, that Elders are ſecluded from : Nor a- 
ny qualification required in a Biſhop, that is not requilite in every 
Presbyter ; ſome of which, if not all,would be found,were they not 
the ſame. 

Bur if this Remorftrant think to help himſelte by taking San&u- 
ary in Antiquity (though we wouldgladly reft in Scripture, the 
SanRuary of the Lord) yet we will follow him thither, aud there 
ſhew him that Hierome from the Scriptures proves more then once. 
Presbyters and Biſhops to be the ſame. And Chryſoftome in Philip, I. 
' Hierony. Ep. ad Flpmil. 2. with his admirer Theophilat in Philip.1.affirms that while 
* wg & ad the Apoſtles lived, the names of Biſhops and Presbyters were not di- 

T ſtinguiſhed : and not onely while the Apoſtles lived, but in after 
ages. Doth not Ireneus uſe the name of Biſhops and Presbyter; 


. adver. | | 
#1 }. 4 pi p, dNovpiras, ina promiſcuous ſenſe? Are not Anicetus,Pius,Hyginus, 
43. 44- {eleſphorus, Sixtus, whom the Papiſts call Biſhops, and the Popes 


predeceſſors, termed by Euſebius Presbyters ? Nor was it ſtrange 

Hiſt. Lib.s. inthe Primitive times to hear Biſhops called Presbyters, when 

Cap. 22, Presby ters writing to their Biſhop have called him Frater. So 
Cyprian (Epiſt. 26. in the beginning) is ſtiled by his Presbyters, 
Deacons and Confefiors ; nor was that holy Martyr offended wich 
that title, nor they condemned of infolency that uſed it. 

But what ſhould we burthen your patience with more teſtimo- 

nies, when the evidenceof this truth hath ſhined with ſo ſtrong 
a beam that even our Adverſaries have ſtooped to it, and confel- 
Sellarm. de fed that their Names were the ſame in the Apoſtles time? Bur yet 
Zleric. Lib. {ay they, the Offices were diſtinct. 
-} widkatel Now here we-would gladly know, what theſe men make the di- 
ſtin& Office of a Biſhop. 

Is it to edifie the Church by Word and Sacrament ? is it to or- 
dain others to that work ? is it to rule, to govern, by admonition 
and other cenſures ? if any of theſe, it all theſe make up the pro- 

pre 
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oy oem of a Bifhop ; we can prove from Scripture that all theſe ® Preshyteris 


Lol £ cut Epiſc 
elong unto the Presbytery , which is no more then was granted (ps 5 


by a Councel. AMyſterxum 
Dei commiſſa eſt: Preſunt enim Eccleſts Chriſti: in Conſecratione Dominici corporis (# ſanguints, conſ®- | 
tes ſunt cum Epiſcopis: C3 ſimiliter in Doftrina Populorum QF in officio pradicandi: ac ſolum propter au | 
toritatem, ſummo Sacerdoti Clericorum Ordinatio reſervata eſt: Concil. Aquiſgran. primum, Can.8. | 
Euangelium t1ibuit his qui preſunt Eccleſie Mandatum docendi Evangeli, remittendi peccata, admi- \} 
miſtrand: Sacramenta: preterea juriſdietionem ; videlicer Mandatum Excommunicandi eos quorum note |j 
ſunt crimina,ty Reſiprſcentes rurſuw abſolvendi : Ac Omnjum Conſeſſione, etiam adverſariorum liquet, || 
banc poteſtatem Jure Divino communem eſſe Omnibus qui praſunt Eccleſie, five Paſtores vocentur,ſive | 
Presbyteri, Sive Epiſcopt. Scriptum Philip. Melanch. zn conventu Smalcald. Anno. 1540. a praciputs | 
illarum Eccleſiarum Doetoribus communi Conſenſu comprob4tii de poteſtate Cx juriſdifFione Epiſcoporum, | 
For the firſt, Editying of the Church by word and Sacraments, » | 
though we feare they will ſome of them ar leaft ſcarce own this as 
their proper worke (for ſome have been cited into the High Commiſſi- 
ſion for laying,it belongs to them) yet Sir we are ſure, Scripture 
makes it a part, a c5:efe of the —_— office; for ſo in the 1 Pet. &r1ouonty. 
. 2. they are ſaid co doe the work of a Biſhop, when they do feed ropairer. 
the flock of God. And this is ſuch awork as we hope their Lord- 
(hips will give the pou Presbyters leave to ſhare wich them in : or 
ifnot, we will tell them that the Apoſtle Peter in that forecited 
place, andthe Apoſtle Paul, Afs.20. binds this work upon our | 
hands, and IWoe unto us if we preach not the Goſpel. 
But this branch of Epiſcopal and Presbyterial office we paſſe 
with brevity , becauſe in this there lies not ſo much controverſte 
as in the next, which they doe more wholly Imprepriate to them- 
ſelves : the power of Ordination. | | | 
Which power, that it was in former times in the hands of Pres- | 
byters,appeares 1 Tim. 4. 14+ Negled not tbe gift which was given thee 
by Propheſ.e, and by the laying on of the hands of the Presbytery. The 
gitt here ſpoken of is the Miniſterial gift, the exerciſe whereof, the 
Apoſtle exhorts Timothy not to negleG, which ſaith he, he had re- 
ceived, not by the laying on of the hands of one fingle man, whe- 
ther Apoftle,or Biſhop,or Presbyter, but Ts ng:oumgix the Presbytery, 
that is, the while company of Presbyters, for in that ſenſe onely we 
tindess T;*oGorigtor taken in Scipturezas in Luke 28. verſ,66, 4.22. 
verſ. 5. which the Chriſtian Church called the Eccleſiaſtical Sexate 
as Terom in Iſay 3. Nos habemus in Eccleſia Senatum noſtrum , Catum | 
Presbyterorum, & an Apoſtolical Senate :Tuvid pion Anogoray Ionatius E- Ferom.Iſa.z, þ 
piſ. ad Magneſ. and ſome times Tp*o funiguer Concil, Aucyr.Can.1s. | 
And'though the Apoſtle in his ſecond Epiſtle to Tim.1. 6. makes 1gg. Epiſc 
mention of the laying on of his hands : yet to maintaine the Har- ad Magnes. 
mony of Scripture, it muſt not be denied but there was impoſiti- Conc. Ancyr, 
on of hands by the Presbytery as wel as by himſelf, and ſo it was Can,1s, 
a joynt aQ ; vo that in this there is no more difference then in the ni 2 
tormer, | | pj Ad 05 


J 
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Andittherebeno difference between Presbyters in feeding or 
ordaining, let us ſee it there be any in the third part of their office 
of Rulmg, which though our Biſhops aſſume wholly to themfelves, 
yet we ſhall diſcover, that it hath been committed to and exerci- 
ied by Presbyteriall hands. | 

For who arethey of whom the Scripture ſpeakes , Heb. 13.17, 
Obey them that have the Rule over you? for they watch for your ſoules, as 
they that muſt give an acconnt, ec. . 

Here all ſuch as watch over the ſonls of Gods people, are inti- 
cuicd to rule over them. So that unleſſe Biſhops will ſay , that they 
ey watch over the ſouls of Gods people, and are ozly to give ax 
account tor them , they cannot heldings to themſelves the ſole rule 
over them. And if the Biſhops can give us good ſecurity, that they 
will acquicus from giving #þ our account to God for the ſouls of his 
people, we will quit our plea, and refigne to them-the ſole rule 9« 
ver them. . 

So againe in the 1 Theſſz. 5. 12. Know them which labour amonz ft 
you, and are over you in the Lord, and admoniſh you. 

In which words are contained theſe truthes ; Firſt that in ofie 
Church (for the Theflalonions were but one Church, t, Ca.) there 
was not 9 Tgoifd/uires but 51 rgorapuur; not one chiefe Biſhop or Preſi- 
dent, but the Preſidency was in many. 

Secondly, that this Prefdency was of ſuch- as laboured in the 
word and Doctrine. | 

Thirdly, that the Cenſures of the Church! were managed not 
by one, but by them all in Conmmuni. Them that admoniſh you. 

Fourthly, that there was among them a Parity : for the Apoſtle 
bids know them in an indifferency , not diſcriminating one from a- 
nother:yea ſuch was the rule that Elders had,that S. Peter though: 
icneedfu] to make an exhortation to themto uſe their power with 
Moderatioz , not Lording it over Gods Heritage, 1 Pet. 5.3. 

By this time we have ſufficiently proved from Scripture, that 
Brſhops and Presbyters are the ſame in name, in Office, in Editying 
the Church, in power of Ordination and Juriſdi&ion : we ſum up 
all that hath been ſpoken in one argument : n 

They which have the ſame Name , the ſame Ordination to their 


Office, the ſame qualification for their Office, the ſame worke to feed. 


the flock of God,to erdaine paſtors and Elders, to Rule and Governe; 
they are one and the ſame Office : but ſuch are Biſhops and Presby- 


ters; Ergo. 
SECT. VL 
Ut the dinc of all this Scripture , the Remonſtrant would elude, 
by obtruding upon his reader # commentary (as he calls it) of 
IM 
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poyour's their tyrannical prerogative, as Nazijanzen calls it. ; Hz pits. 
Suffer us therefore humbly to appeale to your Honours, whe- 
| ther this Remonſtranc hath not given ſentence againſt himſelf,who 
| is ſo confident of the Evidence of his cauſe, that he doth not feare 
to fay, if there can be better Evidence under Heaven for any matter 
of fatt then there is tor his Epiſcopacy:Let EPISCOPACY BE Pag. 22s 
FOR EVER ABANDONED OUT OF THE ©*©* 
CHURCH OF GOD. 
SECT. VH. ts 
Er it ſeems himſelfe in the height of his confidence was not 
ha Jelouſjes, of ſo ne thing might be ſpoken againſt his 
cauſe,therefore he ſeems to heare, what is ſpoken againſt it. 

That the Apoſiles Biſhops aud ours are two : there was no other then a 
Parochial Paſtor, a Preaching Presbyter without inequality, without a= ©45* 231 
ny Rule over his brethren. Ours claime an eminent Superiority , aud 4 
power of Ordination and/Iuriſdidion unknowne to the Primitive times. 

That this which he ſuppoſeth he heares us ſay is Scripture. 

Truth we have ſhewed already, &c, that there was a parity between 
Presbyters and Biſhops : and that eminent ſuperiority and power of Or= 
dination and Turiſaidion which our Biſhops claime , was unknown to 
Scripture: and are now prepared by Gods aſſiſtance to prove, it was 
unknown to primitive times; ///.- | © "#2 

But how doth this Remonftrant meete with this Reply : ALAS, 

ALAS, HOW GOOD PEOPLE may be abuſed by misinformati- Pag.23. 
on! It ſeemes the man Judged this Reply ſo poor as in his thoughts 

it was more worthy of his pitty, then of his paines to anſwer, or ra- 
ther knew there was more in this Reply, then he knew how to an- 
ſwer, and therefore waves it with his Rhetoricke. | 

And this we rather think, becauſe he knowes but little in Aati- 

guity, that knowes not, that there is ſo vaſt a difference between 
our Biſhops, and thoſe that were not onely in the Apoſtles dayes 
(whom we have proved to be undiftinguiſhed from Presbyters) 
But thoſe Biſhops that were in the Church 400. yeares after, when 
there began to be ſome diſcrimination, that Epiſcopacy may well 
be likened to the Ship Argo, that was ſo often repaired, as there 
was nothing letc of the Firſt Materials ; yet till ic challenged the 
firſt Name. | . 

Which difference we ſpread before your Honours in three parti- 
culars : firftin point of EleCtion to their office ; ſecondly, in point 
of Execution of their office;thirdly,in point of State-Imployment. 

Firſt (having diſcovered already upon what occaſion this priori- 

ty-began to have exiſtence in the _— » and from whom it firſt 
AI 2 Fe= 


it ſeemes they will, rather doe then loſe this plea for their Tugeryna) Greg Naz. | | 


wow 


jk. 2 peceiyedits being, not from God but from Conſent and Cuyſtome: of 
the Churches, according to Ambroſe, Terome, Auguſtine, &c.) We 
'*-Plebs ipſa COMENoW £0 Declare what was the manner of Eleftion unto this 
 Maxims babet Priority in cheſe times, and to ſhew firſt, how therein theſe Biſhops 
| poreflatem ve! did differ from-ours : for all their Ele&ions were: ordered by the 
| Eligendi.Dig- privity, conſent, and approbation of the prople, where the Bſhops 
| +# oats teh. was to ſerve. Were there. no other orien to' mike this good,Cy- 
| 4 priaralonewould doe it, among other places ler his 68. Epiſtle 
| rt _— witnefle , where he ſaith * plevs __ rn potetatem , +" The 
' mus de Djvina people ſpecially have power either of chuſing worthy Pricfts , or 
| Authoritate de- feting the unworthy : for this is derived from Divine Authority, 
en n __ that the Priefts ſhould be choſen in the'preſence of the 2 2% be- 
| eeonte fab on fore all. their eyes and approved as fic and. worthy by theiy 
 &jum oculis de- publike vote and nes mga ” = Feſttmony of 
 Ggatar, & dig- Sacred writ both QId and New. ere we-obſerve firſt, that the 
mus atque 1d ſpecial power of Judging of the worthineſſe or unworthineſle of a 
- wh on #*" man forthe Prelacy was in the breaſt of the Peogle. Secondly, the 
andre, ſpecial power-of chooſing or- rejefting eo his place according as 
By Prieſts the they .Judged him worthy or unworthy reſided in the People. Plcbs 
| _ _ maxime Haber poteſtatem; &c. Thirdly , that this power did de- 
 underitanas fcend upon the People De Divina Authoritate. | 
—_ Nor was this the Judgement of one Sole man, bur of an Africa 
of the Epiſtle Synod conſulted by the Spaniſh Churches in point of Eleftion, as 
ſhews. the ca ana ws the __ ſhewes. os G 
29. +4. . The Obtruhonof a Biſhop upon the Church: of Alexandria 
© Ant without the Preſence,. deſire and vote of the Clergy or People is 
x3v%va;, x; x7! condemned by Athanaſius nat onely as a breach of Canon, but as' 
7.7 mus a Tranſgreſion of Apoſtolical preſcript, and that it did compel or 
PRects neceſſitate the heathen to blaſpheme.. 
— Ard 9%”  Nordidonely Chriſtian Biſhops ,. but Chriſtian Princes acknow- 
qi ledge the Right and power of Ele&ion of Biſhops to be in the Peo= 


war Tt, X; 
Dez on ple, ſo that admired Conſtantine the great Promover and Patron of 


: 


*T&wivav Jig againſt Eujebins,and Theognins, tells them the ready way to lay 
Anny 1 EMT? -afleep the Tumults thatdid then difturbe the Church abour the 
> 2-43 = Ele&ion ofa Biſhop was, fi medo Epiſcopum fidelem & integrum nat: 
| 5a fuerint, quod quidem. in preſentia in veſiraſitumeſt poteſtate , quodque 


Auger, Te dixi-pravo eorum,qui cum juverunt Confilto hac preceps raiflet & redum 
ranger Eligendi Ordinem impudenter contarbaſiet.Gelas in Ad, Concil. Nicen. 
-- De e'Y part.3. if they would get a faithful and upright Biſhop which ſaith: 
Athanuf, Epiſt. he, is In your power preſently to doe ; and was long agoe, if Euſebius 
ad Orthodoxos. with the aide. of his fa&tion , had not ruſhed in upon you, and 


-ejvrwy 7 the peace of the Chiſtian Church writing to the Church of Nicowe- 


aavora; m22%- etiam dudirm penes veſtrum Indicium fuerat , niſt Euſebins de quo. 


111>-- 
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the Apoſtles own pradiſe (which he would force to contradidt their 
own rules )to which he ſuperadds the nnqueſtionable gloſſe of the cleare 
pratiiſe of their immediate ſucceſſors in this adminiſtration. For the 
Apoſtles praice,we have already diſcovered it, from the Apoſtles 
own writings ; and for his Glofle he ſuperadds, if it corrupts nor 


the Text,we ſhall admit it ; but if it doe,we muſt an{wer with Ter- Tertul. 


trllian; Id verunm quodcung; primm:id adulterum quod poſterius ,what= 
ioever is firſt 18 true ; but that which is latter ts adulcerons. | 

In the cxamination of this Gloſſe , to avoyd needlefe Contro- 
verkie, Firſt, we take for granted by both ſides, that the firſt and beſt 
Antiquity, uſed the aawes of Biſhops and Presbyters promiſcuouſly. 
Secondly,” that in proceffe of time, ſome one was honoured with 
the name of Bz/hop, and the reſt were called Preshyters or Cleri. 
Thirdly, that this was not Namen mare,but there was ſome kinde 
of Imparity between him and the reſt of the Presbyters. 

Yet in this we differ ; that they ſay, this /mpropriation of name, 
and Imparity of placeis of Divine Right and Apoſtolical Inſtitution:we 
athrme both to be occational, and of humane Invention ; and un- 
dertake to ſhew out of Antiquity, both the occaſion upon which, and 
the Perſons by whom this Imparity was brought into the Church. 

On our parts ſtands Ferome and Ambroſe, and others, whom we 
doubt not but our Remonſtrant will grant a place among his 
Gloſſators : Saint Ferome tells us in 1 Tit. | 


Idem. eft ergo Presbyt:r qui A Presbyter and a Biſhop is the 
Epiſcopus:© antequam Diabo- ſame : and'before there were through 
!r inflinfu, ſincdia in Religione the Devils inſlin&, diviſions in Reli- 
fierent, & diceretur in populis, gion, and the people began to ſay, 1 
eco ſum Pauli, ego Apollo, ego am of Panl, and1I of Apollo, andI or 
Ceph, Commmni Presbyterori Cephas , the Churches were governed 
Confilio eccleſie gubernabau» by the Common=-councel] - of the 
rur, Poſtquam vero unuſquiſqze Presbyters. But after that each man 
eos quos baptizaverat ſuos pu= began to account thoſe whom he had 
tabat efſenon Chriſti; in toto baptized his own,and not Chriſts; it 
Orbe decretum eft , ut unus de was decreed thorow the whole world, 
Presbyteris elefius ſuperpone= that one of the Presbyters ſhould. be 
retur ceteris, ad quem om- ſet over the reſt; to whom the care 
21s Eccleſie Cura pertineret, & of all the Church ſhould belong,thar 


ſchiſmatum ſemina tollerentur, the ſeeds of ſchiſme:imight be taken 


Putat aliquis non Scriptura- away. Thinks any, that this is-my 

rum, ſed noftram efie ſententi- opinion ,. and'not the opinion of the 

am, Epiſcopum & Presbyterum Scripture, that a Biſhop and an Elder 

ununt efit,& alind erati,atiud is theſame ? ler him read the a" 
| O 


roman > _— : * 


> —_ 
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effe nomen officii , relegat Apo- of the Apoitle to the Philippians, ſay=- 
ftoli ad Philippenſes verbazdi= ing, Paul and Timothy, the fervants of. 
centis, Paulus & Timothzus Jeſus Chriſt, to them that are at phji- 
ſervi Feſu Chriſtz qui ſunt Phi= lippi , with the Biſhops and Deacons. 
Jippis, cum Epiſcopis & Dia- Philippi is one city of Macedonia, and 
conis,&c.Philippi una eſt urbs certainly in.one city there could nor 
Macedoniz,@ certe in una Ci- be many Biſhops(as they are now called 
vitate non poterant plures eſſe &c.)and after the allegations of many 
(ut nuncupantur)Epiſcopi,etc. other Scriptures,he concludes thus;as 
ficut ergo Presbyteri ſciant ſe the Elders therefore may know, thac 
ex Eccleſie conſuetudine ei qui they are to be ſubje& to him that is- 
fibi pr epoſitus-fuerit eſſe ſubjee ſet over them by the cuſtome of the. 
os ; Ita Epiſcop: naverint ſe Church; ſo let the Biſhops know,that 
mapis eonſuetudine, quam diſ- it is more from cuſtome , then fron 
pofitionis Dominice veritate any true diſpenſation from the Lord,. 
Presbyteris eſſe majores , & in that they are above the Presbyters, 
Communi debere Eccleſiam re> & that they ought to rule the Church: 
gere.. 11: COMNION. . 


In which'words of Tersme, theſe five things preſent themſelves to: 
the Readers view ; 

Firſt, that Biſhops and-Presbyters are originally the ſame ; Ilene: 
ergo eſt Presbyter qui Epiſcopus. - 

Secondly, that that Imparity that was in his time between Bj- 
Mops and Elders, was grounded upon Eccleſiaſtical cuftome, and 
not upon devine Inſtitution ; Epiſcopi noverint, &c. 

Thirdly, that this was not his private judgement, but the judge=- 
ment of Scripture z Putat aliquis, &c. 8 

Fourthly, that before this Priority was upon this occaſion ftay-- 
ted, the Church was governed Communi Presbyterorum Confilio, by 
the Counſel of the Presbyters in common, and that even after this : 
imparity, it ought to be ſo governed; Sciant Epiſcopi ſe Eccleſiam 
debere in communi tegere. | 

Eifthly, that the occaſion of this Imparity and Superiority of - 
Biſhops above Elders, was the diviſions which through the Devils. 
inftin& fell among the Churches ; Poſtquam vero Diaboli inſtinau. 

Saravie would take advantage of this place, to deduce this Ims 
_ as high as from the Apoſtles times , becauſe even then they 

egan to ſay,] am of Paul,and Lof Apollos: but ſure S. Jerome was not 
ſo-weake as this man would'make him, to ſpeak Inconfiſtencies ; 
and when he propounds-it to himſelf, to prove that Biſhops and Pres-- 
byters are in Scripture theſame , to let fall words that ſhould con-- 
tuce his own propoſition ; whereas therefore S, Jerome ſaith, _ 

after 
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efier men began to ſay, T am of Paul, and T of Apdlias , & e, it was dad © 


creed that one of the Presbyters ſhould be ſet over the reſt, &c. This is 
ſpoken indeed in the Apoſtles phraſe,but not of the Apoſtles times,elſe 
to what purpoſe, is that coacervation of texts that followes ? 


But ſuppoſe it ſhould be granted to be of Apoſtolical antiquity - 


(which yet we grant not, having proved the contrary) yet it ap- 

' peares, it was not of Apoſtolical intention, but of Diabolical occaſion: 
And though the Devil by kindling Divitions in the Church, did 
miniſter Occaſion to the invention of the primacy or prelacy or one 
for the ſuppreiling of Schiſme ; yet there is juſt cauſe to think;that 
the Spirit of God in his Apoftles was never the author of this 
Invention. & 

Firſt,becauſe we read in the Apoftles dayes there were-Divifions, 
Rom. 16.7. and Schiſmes,1 Cor. 3.3.and 11. 18. yet the Apoſtle was 
not direGted by the holy Ghoſt to ordaine Biſhops for the taking 
away of thoſe Diviſions. Neither in the rules he preſcribes for the 
healing of, thoſe breaches , doth he mention Biſhops for that end': 
Nor inthe Dire&ions given to Timothy and Titus for the Ordiniation 
of Biſhops or Elders, doth he mention this as one end of their Ordi- 
nation, Or one peculiar duty of their office. And though the: Apoſtle 
ſaith, Oportet hereſes inter vos-eſſe, ut qui probati ſunt manifeſti fiant 
inter vos 3 yet the Apoſtle no where ſaith, Oporter Epiſcopos eſſe, ut 
tolantur hereſes, que manifeſte fiunt. © ] #, 

Secondly., becauſe as: Do@or Whither ſaith, the remedy deviſed 
hath proved worſe then the difeaſe , which doth neverhappen to 
that remedy whereof the holy Ghoſt is the author. ; 

Thirdly,becanſe the holy-Ghoſt, who could foreſee what would 
enſue thereupon, would never ordaine that for a remedy , which 
would not onely be ineffc&ual to thecutting off of evil , but be- 
come a fſtirrup for Antichriſt to get into his ſaddle. For if there be 

a neceſlity of ſetting up one Biſhop over many Presbyters for preven=- 
ting ſchiſmes, there is as great a neceſlity of ſetting up one Arch« 
biſhop over many Biſhops, and one Patriarch over many Archbiſhops, 
and one Pope over al,unlefſe men will imagine, that there is a dan- 
ger of ſchiſme onely among Presbyters, and not among Biſhops aud 
Archbiſhops, which is contrary to reaſon;truth,Hiſtory, and our own 
Experience. , 
And leſt our adverſaries ſhould appealefrom Hierome as an in- 
competent. Judge in this-caſe, becauſe a Presbyter, and ſoa party, 
we Will therefore ſubjoyne the jndgments of other ancient Fathers 
who were themſelves Biſhops. | | | 

The Commentaries that go under the name of SaintAmbroſe up« 
on Epheſ, 4. mention another _—_— of this Diſcrimination or 


Priority 5 


RE On Deane” = 


A 


' **Ar uib7 omnia 
| Loca Circum- 
| fta, Convent 1- 
| cula con(tituta 


: ſunt: oF cape- 


\ Tunt Reffores : 
| cza in Eccleſtis 
| fant ordinata. 
Cepit aliot or- 
| dentia guber- 


| nar; Eccleſia. 
| Tdeo non per 


4 


Hierom ad 
Eves. 


| Antbrof, ub; 
pris. 


Grego.Naz. 
Orat.28. 


Pag. 21,22, 


| plexa eff Eccle- 


| & Cetera Offi- 


| dine oF Provi- 


(24) 
priority;and that was * the increaſe and dilatation of the Church 
upon. gccafion whereof they did ordaine Re&ors or Governours, 
and other officers in the Church ; yer this he grants, that this did 
differ from the former orders of the Church ,. and from apoſtoli- 
cal Writ. 

And this-ReQorſhip or Priority was devolved at firit from one 
Elder to another by Succeſſton, when he who was in the place was 
remoyed, the next in order among the Elders Succeeded. But this 
was afterwards changed , and that unworthy men might not be 
preferred, it was made a matter of Eletion , and not a matter of 
Succeſlion. Thus much we finde concerning the occafion of this 


imparity,enough to ſhew, it is not of Divine Authority. 


omnia ddnueniunt Srripta' Apoſtoli ordinationi que nunc in Eccleſia eft., quia hec inter ipſa-primordia 
ſcripta ſunt. Nam oy Timotheum a ſe Presbytorzum Creatum Epiſcopum vocat,tyc. Sed quia ceperunt- 
| ſequentes Preſbyteri indigni tmvenir1 ad primatus tenendes,immutata eſt ratis,0oc. 


For the ſecond thing, . the perſons who brought in this Impari- 
ty: the ſame Authors tells us, the Presbyters themſelves brought. 
ic.in 3 witnefle Hierame 4d Evage Alexandrie Presbyteri unum ex ſe 
eledum in Excelfiort gradu: collacatum, Epiſcopum nomimabant, quomedo 

fi exercitus Imperatorent faceret,aut Diaconi de ſe Archidiaconum.The 
Presbyters of Alexandria did call him their Biſhop, whom they had 
choſen from among themſelves,& placed in a higher degreezas if an 
army ſhould make an Emperour, or the'Deacons-an Archdeacon. 
' Ambroſe upon the fourth of.the Epheſpaus tells us, it was done 
by « Gouncell, and alchough he neither name the time nor place of 
the Conncel, . yetaſcribing it to a Councell he grants it not to be A- 
poſtolical : this-gave occaſion'to others to fixe it upon Cuſtome as 
Hieronym, in Tit. and Auguſt. Epiſt. 19. ſecundizm honorum vocabuls 
gue Ecclefie uſus obtinnit Epiſcopatus Presbyterio major eſt, And had 
that Tex /-or Prelacy had the Seal and confirmation of Divize or 
Aoftolical Authority,Gregory Nazrauzene would never in ſuch a Pa-- 
thetick manner have wiſhed the Abolition of it, as he doth in his 
28. Oration. | ' 

And now where is that acknowledgement, and conveyance of Impa=- 
rity and Iuriſdidion which dajith this Remonſtrant 'was derived from 
the Apoſtles hauds, aud deduced in an uninterupted line, unto this day : 


"where is it ? we finde no ſuch Imparity delivered from. Apoſtolical 


handsnor acknowledgedin Apoſtolical writings; yet had there beer 
ſuch an acknowledgement and conveyance of imparity : how this ſhould 
have been deduced to us in ag unintervupted Line, we know not, 
unlefle our Biſhops will draw the Line of therr Pedigree through the 
lanes of Amtichriſt,and joyne ifixe, and mingle blood with Rome:which 
| ; | | it 
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nation , ſeem to imply, that that power is ſoly theirs : Here wee 
defire it may be obſerved. 
Firſt, that theſe Fathers put all the difference that lies betweene 
Biſhops and Presbyters, to be in point of Ordination. Quzd facit 
Epuſcopus, quod non facit Presbyter excepta Ordinatione. And there- 
fore Chryſoftome himſelfe conteſſeth, that in his days there was li- f 
tle or nodifference between a Biſhop and a Presbyter. Inter Epiſ- cy, ypon 
copum & presbyterum intereſt ferme aihil, &c. the 1. Tim, 
Secondly, That this difference is not ſo to he underſtood, as if 
theſe Fathers did hold it to be by divine right (as Bellarmin and 
our Epiſcopal men would make us beleeve) but by a humane con- 
ſitution. And therefore they do not ſpeak De jure but de facto,Quid Libro de ſep- \#| 
facit, &c. not quid debet facere. And this Hierom confeſſeth . So Leo tem Ordimibus.\} 
prim. ep. 88. upon complaines of unlawful Ordinations, writing 
to the Germane and French Biſhops, reckons up what things are { 
reſerved to the Biſhops, among which he ſet down Presbyterorum & 
Diaconorum conſecratio, and then addes, Que omnia ſolis deberi ſun- Concil. Aquiſ- 
mis Pontificibus Authoritate Canonam precipitur : So that for this ; ron Can. 8.) 
power of Ordination, they are more beholden to the Canon of pred a 
the Church, then to the Ganon of Gods Word. Clericerum ans i 
_ Thirdly, we anſwer that this very humane difference was not in dinatio & con-\ 
the Primitive Antiquity . It was not ſo in Cyprians time, as we e- ſecratioreſer- | 
ven now ſhewed. And when it did prevaile, it was but a particu- bone 0 J_ 
lar cuſtome (and ſometimes uſurpation) of ſome Churches. For PETER } 
It was otherwiſe appointed:in the Councel of Carthage, and in +. | 
Egypt, and other places,. as is declared in the former part of chis | 
Section ; and even in Chryſoftomes time, it was 1o little approved | 
of, that it was one great accuſation againſt Chryſoſtome himſclte, 
That be made Ordmations witbont the Presbytery, and without the con- 
ſent of his Clergy," this is quoted by Biſhop Downam, lib. 1: cap. 8. 


pag. 176, .- 
SECT. 1 Bilſon. Spalat| 
Nt had the Biſhops of former times, more right to the power On Sands, 
of ſole Furiſdiction, then of ſole Ordination : And here we have ; pe J- 
l | | boy | .  Cyp. Epiſt. 6 

Confitentem reum, our very Adverſarics confeſs:the Votes of Anti- 9-28. 
quity are with us. os  I8- | 
Cyprian profeſſeth, that he would do nothing without the Clergy ; Concil. 4. Car- 
he could do nothing without them 3 nay, he du n him 1928 Can. 523. Nh 
nay, he could ao nothing without them 3 nay, he durſt not take upon him 7 Ruff, Hiſt 
«one to determine that which of right did belong to all ; 'and had jj, ,*.u, gi 
he or any other.done.ſo,the fourchCouncel of Carthage condemns $079. 1. 2.c.23.* 
the Sentence ofthe Biſhop, as Irrita11ſz Clericorum ſententia confir- Poſſidon. dewis | 
metur. «194-85 - | 7 ta. Aug. C. 4. | 
Would ye know the. particulars, wherein the Biſhops had no hay gon 41 
. . . . 0-p4g- 5 4 j1 

ppwer of Judicature without their Presbyters. | Firſt 
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MM Firſt, in judging and cenſuring Presbyters themſelves,andtheir 
| D cs - 20h i; Do&rine; For this the Canon Law in Gratianis fall and cleare : 
'Sab rorum oy Epiſcopus non poteſt Iudicare Presbyterum vel Diaconum ſine Synodo &- 
Ipartes Diſt.g3; Sexioribus : Thus Baſil counſelled and praftifed, epiſt.75.So Amr. - 
4p. 5,6, lib.10.epift.80.Cyril in epiſt. ad Tohaunem Antiochen, Thus Gregory ad 
þ Iohan. Panor mitan.lib.11.epiſt.49. REY 

= = Secondly , in judging of the converſation or crimes of any of 
 Stromar.lzb.q, "LE Members of the Church : Penes Presbyteros eft Diſciplina gue fa- 
cit homines meliores ; That Diſcipline that workes emexdation in 
| men, is in the power of the Elders. And therefore when any was 
queſtioned in point of converſation, he was brought, ſaith Tertu/= 
Tertal. 4pol. 14918to the Congregation where were Exhortations,Caſtigations,and 
adverſ, Gent, Pivine cenſures : And who had the chicte ſtroke in theſe Cenſures, 
| he tells us after : Preſident probati quique ſeniores ; All 4he approved 

Elders ſit as Preſidents. 

And thoſe cenſuresthat paſſed by the whole Presbytery were 
more approved by the Church in ancient times , then ſuch as were 
paſſed by one man ; for we finde that when Syagrizs and Ambroſe 

- Paſſed Sentence in the ſame caſe, the Church was unſatisfied in the 
Sentence of Syagrius , becauſe he paſt it ſine alicujus fratris conſilio, 
without the counſel or conſent of any of his Brethrea.But were pa- 
cified with the ſentence of Saint Ambroſe : becauſe, ſaith he , Hoc 

Amiri Drift. Indicium Noſtrum cum fratribus © conſacerdotibus participatum pro- 

ad Syagrium. ceſſerit. A. . | R . # 

| Nor was there any kinde of cenſures that the Biſhops did admi- 

Aug. devers, Nilſter alone: Admonitions were given by the Elders; Auguftize tells 

Apojt. Ser.19. us the Elders did admonith ſuch as were offenders;to the tame pur- 

| poſe ſpcakes. Origen. contra Celſum.Lib.3. | 

tConftat. Tariſ- * So excommunication,though thatbeing the dreadfulleſt thun- 

iiHionem illam ep of the Church, and as Tertulran calls it , ſummun prejudicinm 
| = ooppy futuri Tadicij, the great fore-runner of the Judgement of God, was 
forum crim... DEver vibratcd but by the hand of thoſe that laboured in the Word 

mm pertinere and Dofrine : yet wasno one man in the Church inveſted with 

do nes Paſfo- this power more then another. | 

—_— Th erefore Gidsb Hierom ; Presbytero ſr peccavero licet me tradere 

wanſtulerunt, ſatane in interitum carnis. 1f I tinne, a Presbyter (not a Bithop on- 
ty ad queſlium 1y) may deliver me to Satan, to the deftruftion, &c. where the 

:ontulerunt E- Reader may pleaſe to take notice that Saint Hierom ſpeakes not of 

ſcopi, Melanc. one particular Presbyter, but of the Order of Presbyters. 

4 = Epiſt The ſame S. Hierom ſaith agatne,' Swat quos Eccleſia reprehendt, 

id Heliodar. © 9uos interdum abijcit, in quos non nnquam Epiſcoporum © Clericorum 

Ep.ad Demer, cenſura deſevir. There be ſome whom the Church reproves , and. 

| ſome which ſhe caſts out; againſt whom the cenfſures of Biſhops and 
Presbyter s ſharply proceed 3 where weſee, the Cenſures _ 


(29) 
wicked men were caſt out of the Church,were not in the ſole hands of | 
the Biſhops, but likewiſe in the hands of Preſ bytere. {| 
Syricius Biſhop of Ree fignifies to the Church of Millaixe , that T;- I! 
vinianus, Auxentius, &c. were caſt out of the Church for ever , and he 4miro, || 
ſets down how they did it , Omnium Neſtrum tam Presbyterorum quam hb.1o. | 
Diaconcrum, quam totius etiam cleri ſciſcitata fuit ſententia. There was a Epift.2o. || 
concurrence of all Presbyters, Deacons, and the whole Clergy in that i 
ſentence of Excommunication. 

The truth herein may be further evidenced by this, becauſe the 
whole Clergy as well as the Biſhops impoſed hands upon ſuch , as re- | 
penting were abſolved : Nec ad communicationem (faith Cyprian) venire Cypr. Epi 
quis poſſit, niſi prius ab Epiſcopo & Clero Mans illi fuerit impoſita: Nogman 12. 'F 
that bath been excommunicated might returne to Chnrch-Communion , be- And this || 
fere hands had teen laid upon him by the Biſhop and Clergy. | == the \\ 

Alſo writing to his Clergy concerning lapſed Chriſtians , he tells them, faith on | 
Exomologeſi fatia & manu eis a vobus in penitentiam impoſita,&c. that a= prianin | 
ter confeſſion and the /aying oz their hands , they might be commended minoribus | 
unto God : ſo when certaine returning from their herefie were to be deliftis. . | 
received into the Church at Rome in the time of Cornelius , they came cypr. Epift. 
before the Presbytery, and therefore confeffed their finnes, and 1o were Zvide 
admitted. etiam Cypy 

But though the ſentence of Excommunication was managed onely Gy 
by the hand of thoſe that laboured in the Word and Doctrine, yet we i 
will not conceale from you, that neither Excommunication notabſo» + ++ 
tation did paſſe y-ichout the knowledge and approbation of the body of © | 
the Church, to which the Delinquent did belong. | 
 Sowe havelearned out of Tertulan,that their cenſures were ordered Tertul. 4 | 
in their publike aſſemblies ; and good reaſon, becauſe the people were pol.adver: | 
to forbeare communion with ſuch. 2 Theſ.3.6, 14,15. and publike cen- Gf" 
ſures of the Church were inflifted not onely for the Emendation of 2-59: 
delinquents, but fer the admonition-of others, and therefore ought to 
be admiſtred in publike that others might feare, x Tim. 5.20. Origen 
ſpeaking of the Duty and Power of the Church in cutting offa ſcan- ; 
p rs Perſon though a Presbyter,making the caſe his own , he ſaith 
thus: In uno conſenſu Eccleſia univerſa conſpirans excidat me dextram ſuam 
& prejiciat a ſe, He would have the conſent of the whole Church in that A. 

And when the lapſed Chriſtians were received againe into the 
Church , the Peoples conſent was required therein; ele why ſhould | 
Cyprianiſay, Vix plebi perſuadeo imo extorgueo ut tales patiantar admitti ; YM || 
I can ſcarce perſwade the people to ſuffer ſuch to be admitted : and in Epit.556 "jþ 
another Epiſtle written to his people in his Baniſhment , he promifeth £if 
to examine all things,they being preſent and judging. Examinabuntur C Wv-Fp Ml 

fragula preſentibus & judicantibus vobis. He plebemm, vi 
But of this power cf the People = thall have a further occaſion to 
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ſpeak: afterwards , when we come to diſcourſe of Governing Elders 
, Onely may it pleaſe your Honours from hence to takenotice, how 
unjuſtly our Biſhops have invaded this right and power of Presbyters ' 
and people in Church cenſures, and deveſting both of it, have girt it 
wholly upon themſelves, and. how herein they and the Biſhops of for-- 
mer times are 'Þ, W O. 
SECT. X. 


Ah No as our Fifhops,and the Biſhops of former times are T WOin 
point of Sole Zuriſdifiion, fo alſo in the Delegation of this power 
of Furiſdifion unto others :.to their Chancellours,, Commitlaries,Ot- 
E Lain Acers) Sc Was ever ſuch a thing as this heard oof in the beſt primitive 
jcariam Times ? that men: that never received impoſition of hands, ſhould not only 
ſEpiſco- be received into afliftance, but be wholly intruſted with the power of Spiri- 
& ſe- tual Furiſdiftion : Even then when it is to be exerciſed over ſuch perſons 
uares it 15 havebad hands laid upon them. 
_ We may obſerve in Cypriaz, whillt perſecution ſeparated him from: 
enim his Church, when queſtions did ariſe among his people , he doth not 
ademque ſendithem to his-Chancellour or Commiſlary ; No, he was ſo far from 
grenn ſubſtituting any man ( much leffe a /ay man) to determene or give 
ecetdiſpar Judgement in ſuch caſes,that he would not afſume that power wholly 
wſfſio to himſelf, bur ſuſpends his Judgement , till the hand of God ſhould 
n lege Dj- reſtore him to his Church againe, that with the advice and Counſel of 
ina pro- thePresbyters, he might give ſentence : as may appeare to any that 
nbetur di- (ha]] peruſe his Epiſtles. | 
+ Sqn Sure if God had ever led his Church to ſuch a way of deputation,it 
Non ara- - _ ok Or" 
5x in bove Would have been in ſuch a caſe of Neceſſity as this was : or ha& any 
& aſine* footſteps of ſuch a courſe as this been viſible by this holy Martyr in the 
ſmul;Con- goings of former ages,he needed not have deferred the determination 
"il-Hiſpal. of; the queſtion about the receiving of ſome penitent Japſed ones into 
| the boſome of the Church again, till his returne and the returne of his- 
Clergy, as he doth. 
Cypr.Epiſh We will inſtance in his 28-Epiſtle, wherein giving direCtion for the 
28, excommunicating of ſuch as would raſhly communicate with lapſed: 
Chriſtians, he gives this charge not to his Chancellor or Commiſſary, or: 
any other man upon whom he had devolved his power, and ſet him as 
his Deputy or Viccar generall-in his abſence, but ad clerum, to the whole 
Presbyrery: | 
Dime _ This Truth is ſo cleare, that Biſtiop Downam the great Advocate of 
in the de- Epiſcopacy confeſfech,that in Ambroſe his time, and a good while after 
fence of (which was about 400 years) till the Presbyters were in a manner 
his Ser- wholly negleRed, the Biſhops had no Ordinaries, Vicars, Chancellors,or 
- 19 1 Commiſſaries, that were not Clergy=men : but this is but a blind, where- + 
'-_  withthe Biſhop would Dorre his-Reader, for we challenge any man 
to produce the names of any Clergy-man thatwas Vicar to Ambroſe, or 
Chancellor to Auguſtine, or any other of the Biſhops of theſe times; ſo 
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impudently diſturbed the right Order" of Ele&on. 

That which this ſacred Emperour calls the right order of Eletj;on, 
what is it but the Ele&ion by the people ? in whoſe power, he ſaith 
it then was and long had been to chooſe a-B;/hop ; and by whoſe 
power the next Biſhop was choſen.So the ſame Author cells us,that 


Arianiſme, by the Councel of Nice, others were appointed in their 
roomes by the Clergy and people of each Dioceſſe. 
To this Ele&ion in Nicomedia, we could (if it were needful in 


4 


that which hath been ſpoken, is ſufficient to informe the' intelli- and others. 


gent Reader, that our Biſhops and the Bithops of former times, are 
TWO z# point of Elef1on. wn 


SECT. VIII: 


' F Second thing wherein we have undertaken-to ew, that our 
A Biſhops and the Biſhops of former -times are TW O, is in the 
Execution of their Office : and here there are three things, where- 
in he that will not w:lfully ſput his eyes againſt all light , may fee a 
Latitude of difference between ours and former Biſhops. Firſt, in 
that Sole Turiſdiftion which our Biſhops afſume to themſelves. Sc- 
condly, in the Delagation they make of the power of exerciſing this 
Juriſdi&ion unto others.. Thirdly, in the way of the exerciſe of that © 
ower. be 
For the firſt of theſe, Their ſole Iuriſdiftion 5 That our Biſhops aſs 
ſume this to themſelves, it is kxown and felt, and that this Sole Iu- 
riſdidtion was a ftranger, a Monſter to former times, we ſhall now 
prove, and makecleare; that the power of Ordination, Admonition, 
Excommunication, Abſolution, was not in the hands of any ſole man, 


certifies tirem, that Aurelius was ordained by him and his Colleagues, 

who were preſent with him; ( who were theſe Colleagues, bur his 
Presbyters ; as he himſelf expounds it, writing to Lucius in his 

own name, and the name of his Clergy and people, Ego & College r5;8.;8. 
© fraternitas omni,&c. 1 and my Colleagues and-my whole peo- 

ple ſend theſe Letters to you, &c. So that it is cleare in Cyprians 

time, Presbyters had a hand'in Ordization, and Biſhops did not Or- 

daine alone. Firmilianus ſaith of them that rule in the Church, 

Duod baptizandi, MANUM IMPONENDI ET-ORD I apud Cypr, - 
N A NDI, poſſident poteſiatem. And who thoſe he, he cxprefleth a Ezii.75: 
Lictle _—_ ENIJIORES & Prepoſiti : by whom the Presbyters 
as-well as the Biſhops are underſtood. - F 

| And-- 


after Euſebius and Theognius were caſt out of their ſeveral ſeats for /dem ub; ſupra. 


fo cleare a Truth)adde many the like Preſidents of popular Ele&i- Cyprian, Corne, | 
ons ; which for brevities ſake, we paſſe over. Not queſtioning,but 11% Abanaſms- | 


Firſt, for Ordination, Cypriarrin his exile writing to his Charge, cypr, apif.25,! | 
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! 
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And as theſe places prove, that Biſhops in the Primicive time, 
could not ordain alone without the Presbycers 3 ſo there are that 
giveus light ro underſtand, that the Presbyters might ordain 
without the Biſhop. The Author of the Comment upon the E. 
Þheſians, that goes under the name of of Ambroſe, ſaith, Apud Ez yp- 
tum Presbyteri conſignant, fi preſens non ſit Epiſcopuw, In Egypt the 

Se Diuz Presbyters ordain, if the Brjhop be zot preſent ; io faith Auguſtine in 
vox Gut 4; the ſame words ; and the * Corepiſcopus, who was buta Presby- 
verſe gradus OT had power to'impoſe hands, and to ordaine within his pre- 
Epiſcopiity Pa- CinCts,with the Biſhops Licence. Now Licences conter not a power 
ſtores : Mani- to himthat hath ic not, but onely a faculty to exerciſe that powe 
- aa eft = er he hath. 

_ -p in The iniquity of our times hath been ſuch, that a Miniſter may 
JURE D 1. not Preach to his own flock, without a Licence : doth this Li- 
VINO R 4- cence makea man a Miniſter, and give him power to preach,or on- 
TA Miſe. ly a faculty and liberty to exerciſe that power? Should a Biſhop 
Jtaque cum E- give a Laikea Licence to preach, or to ordain, doth that Licence 
piſcopi ordina- « yo- VR k | 
os: Gant hoſtes make him a Miniſter, or a Biſhop ? Sure all will ſay, no : why ? 
Ecclefie aut no- Þecaulſe in the Laike there is not Aus primus, the root and prin= 
lunt ordinatio- Ciple of that power, which Licence onely opens a way to the exer- 
nem wmpertire, citeof ;z and therefore that muſt be concludcd to be in thoſe Cha= 
- ——_ repiſcopi; or Presbyters, by vertae of their place and calling, and 
lanch. ubj ſy- Not by vertue of a Licence. So that the power of- Ordination was 
pra, peg.Concil. 10 farre from refiding in the Biſhop alone, as that the Presby ters 
Antzos.Can.10. and Corepiſcopi had. power to ordain as well as pt 

& ancjr. Car. Neither was this on2ly a matter of Eccleſiaſtical cuſtome, but of 


I'2, ; : # 0 - . 
p Ecclefiaſtical conſtitution, which bids the Biſhop 3 

Concil. 4. Cx: Fiſt, in all his Ordinations to conſult with his Clergy ; Ut E- 

thiz. piſcovus ſine Concilio Clericorum ſuorum Cleticos nou ordinet: That the 


__. 22. B1/op ſhall not ordain a Clergy man without the counſel of the Clergy : 
this was Cyprians pratice, Epiſt. 33. 

| 2. S-condly, in his Ordinations to take the concurrent aſſiſtance 

[014. Can. 3 of his Presbyters 3 Cum ordinatur Presbyter, Epiſcopo eum benedicen= 

te © manum ſuper capnt elus texrente, etram omnes Presoyter! qui pre- 

 ſentes ſit, manus ſuas juxta manum Epiſcopi ſuper caput ullius texeant . 

When a Presbyter is ordained, the Biſhop blefling him, and hold- 

ing his hand upon his head, all the Presbyters that are preſent, 

{hall likewiſe lay their hands upon his head, with the hands of the 

Biſhop. In which Canon, we have the unanimous vote of two 

Merenym. in hundred and fourteen Biſhops, declaring that the power of Ordi- | 

Epiſt. ad Evag. #ation is in the hands of Presbyters as well as Biſhops. 
Chryſot. Hon. And whereas it may be obje&ed, that Hierome and Chryſoſtome, 


11.,m1.44 affirming Biſhops to differ from Presbyters in the power of Ordi- 
Tia, | | ; nation- 


 ——————————O 


. an, Nimis grave eſt quod petitis, &c. It is too grievous that the adverſe part 


 Offenſam illam nos intelligimus manifeſtam, que vel per confeſſionem vel pro- Tit.4. cap- | 
E 2 
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SECT. XI. = "i 

' A Third branch whercin the difference between our . Biſhops , and 

the Biſhops of former times , in point of Exerciting their Juriſ- 
dition, is viſible, is the way or manner of exerciſing that power. 

For brevities ſake we will onely inſtance in their proceedings in | 
cauſes criminal ; where let them tell us, whether any good Ant iquity x || 
can yeild them one Preſident for THEIR OATH EX OFFE | 
CIO, which hath been to their GOURTS'S, as Purgatory fire to the 
Popes Kitchin :they have forgotten that old Maxime in the Civil Law, 
Nemo tenetur prodere ſeipſum , which as It 1s grounded upon natural e- 
quity, ſo it is confirmed by a Law enatted by Diocleſian and Maximuli- 


ſhould be required to the exhibition of ſuch things as ſhould create trouble to Codhiaa | | 
themſelves. Underſtand therefore that you ought to bring proofes of your an= hy 
tentions, and not to extort them from your adverſaries againſt themſelves, 1.7. 

Shall the Lamp of Nature in the night of Ethniciſme enable Hea- 
then Princes,(yea Perſecutors) to ſee and enat thus much , and ſhall 
not the glorious Sunne of the Goſpel convince theſe of their iniquities | 
in tranſgreſbng this Law,that call themſelves the Fathers of the Church? 

If neither the /izht of Nature, nor Goſpel light can, yet the cuſtome of 
the Church, to which they ſo oft appeal, may both convince them of | 
this iniquity, anddiſcovr to all the world the contrariety of their | 
proceedings, to the proceedings of former times, in this particular. 

For of 01d, both the Plantiffe and Defendant were brought face to 
face, before the parties, in whoſe power it was to judge : which way Athax.; 
of proceeding , Athanaſius affirmes to be according to Scripture , the Apol-2- 
Law of God. And becatiſe thoſe that condemned Macerixs,did not thus 
proceed, he condemnes their Sentence as malicious and unjuſt. 

Of old, no Sentence paſſed againſt any man, but upon the Teſtimony | 
of other witneſſes beſides the Accuſers : after complaint exhibited, | 
the firſt thing they applyed themſelves to , was to confider the perſon pad bas | 
and qualicy of the Accuſer,Concil.prim.Conſtant.Can.6 Then they heard —_ s 
the witzeſſes,who were two at leaft,Can. Apoſt.Can.75.And thele witxeſies 
muſt be ſuch, as might notbe imagined to be partial, nor to beare en- 
mity nor malice againſt che party accuſed. Ambroſ.Epiſt.64. ſo Gratian, ::0 
Cauſ.3.que.5.cap.Puod ſuſpefi. PE, | 
. Of ola, None mightbe party, witneſſe, and Fudge, which Gratiaz: I] 
proves at large. Cauſ.4.qu.4. cap. Nullus unquam preſumat accu jetor ſis '] 
yy & Tadex & teſtis, Greg. De- || 

e grant indeed the Canon Law permits in ſome caſes Tryal with= ceer. /b.2. | | 
out witneſſes ; Si crimen ita publicum «ft, ut merit debeat appellari noto- Tit.2. cap. | 
rium; If the crime be ſo-publike , that it may deſervedly be called 5,77." | 
Notoriow. Which Law _ determines what is notorious, ſaying, Greg.jib.s || 
| 
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 bationemlegitime nota ſuerit,” aut evidentis Rei, que nulla poſſit tergivers 
/- futione celari ; We count that offence. manifeſt, which either by confeſ- 
\ fion, or by lawful proofe comes to be known, or by evidence of fa&, 
\ ſoasit can be hid by no tergiverſations. | 

So that all was done in former times with mature deliberation, up- 
on examination and evidence produced, and proved' by ſuch witne(- 
ſes, as againſt whom the Defendint could lay in no juſtexception. And 
not as now an Accuſation whiſpered againſta man, he knowes not by 
whon,to which he muſt take his oath to anſwer,before heknows what 
his Accufation is. Which-Oath, if he takes, withont further -witne I 
he is cenſured upon the witneſfe of his own Oath. If he takes it nor, 
he is ſent preſently to priſon,there to lye without Bayle or Mainprize, 
till the infupportable milſeries of his long durance, compel him to take 
on Oath againſt Nature, Scripture, Conſcience, and the juſt Defence 
of his own innocency. 

That our Biſhops therefore and former Biſhops are Two,in the point 
of executing their Judicatory power, we need ſpend no more time to 
prove. But come to the third thing, in which the difference betweene 
ours and former Biſhops is to be evidenced, 

SECT. XIE 

" A Nd that is State Imployment, or attendanceupon Civil and Se- 
A.cular affaires, &c. which both Chriſt and Saint Pay! prohibits, 
which prohibition reacheth every Biſhop ( to _ in Chryſoſtomes 
Chryſoſt: words) as well as Timotby, to whom it is direlted ;3 Nullus ergo Epiſco- 
do patu preditus hec audire detrectet, ſed agere ea omnia detrectet, Let no 
7 3.277 man that is a Biſhop, refuſe to tear what the Apoſtle ſaith, but to doe 

what the Apoſtle forbids. 

We deny not but that Biſhops were in the Primitive times often in- 
cumbred with ſecular buſineſs : but theſe were put upon them, ſome- 
times by Emperors, who ſought the ruine of the Church, as 7ulian, of 

_ whom Niceph. lib. 10. cap. 13. doth report, that in Clerum coaptatos 
ng this Sexatorum munere & minifterio perverſe fungi juſit. Sometimes the gra- 
*of:> Ccious diſpoſicion of Princes toward Chriſtian Religion, made them 
things thus to honour Biſhops, thinking thereby to advance Religion : as | 
thathe Conſtantine the Great enafted; that ſuch as were to be tryed before 
did Dolo Cjyil Magiſtrates, might have leave to appeale ad Iudicium Epiſcoporum, 
modo On awe corum ſententiam ratam eſſe tauquam ab ipſo Imperatore prolatum , 
_ And this the Hiſtorian reckoneth as one argument of his reverend re- 
was. ſpe to Religion. Sometimes the excelJency of their ſingular parts caſt 
$oz0.1. 9. civil dignities upon them. Tiberizs granted a Queſtors dignity unto « 
Nicep. 18. Bjſhop ſor bis eloquence: Chryfoflome for his notable ſtoutneſs and free- 
5 dome of ſpeech;was ſent as the fitteſt man to Gainas with. the Emperors. 
command. Sometimes the people obſerving the Bifhops to be much. 
honoured by the Emperour, would ſollicit them topreſent their grei- 
| | Vances 
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vances to the Emperour. And ſometimes the aſpiring humour of the - 
Biſhops raiſed them to ſuch places, as appears by Cyril}, who was the 
firſt Biſhop in Alexandria, who had civil dignities conferred upon him, 


as Socrates relates it, from whom civil authority did deſcend upon ſuc- Secra. 9,74 || 


ceeding Biſhops. © Spa 1 6moxond AMtaySpries mhs + ieexmixis 
miteas vamSuyegttiuy F rexywdmor inafle Fapyny : of Whom Nicephorus 

therefore recorded, Epiſcopatum majoricum fajtu, prophanorum Magiſtra- 

tuum more, quam predeceſſores ejus Epiſcopi, ingreſſus eft, unde adeo initi= 
um ſumptum eſt in Eccleſia Alexandrina ut Epiſcopi etiam, profana negotia 
curarent : He entred upon his Epiſcopacy with more pomp then his 1, 
predecefſors, with a pomp cofiformable to the Heathen Magiſtrates. 


Both theſe Hiſtorians relate the ſad conſequence that followedJjupon Soc.l.7. e. | 


this, that Oreſtes the Roman Governour ſeeing his power much weaken- !# 


ed by the Biſhops interpoling in ſecular affairs, hated the Biſhop : and 
this (as the Hiſtorian calls it) his a/urped power. 

This preſident of the Alexandrian Biſhop, the Biſhop of Rome did ajceph. }. © 
ſoon follow ; Et Romanus Epiſcopatus non aliter quam Alexandrinus,quaſi | 
EXTRA SACERDOTII FINES epreſſus ad ſecularem priuci- 
patum erat jam delapſis 5 The Biſhop of Rome as well as the Biſhop of 
Alexandria breaking the limits of the Prieſtly funftion, did degene- 
rate intoa ſecular Principalicy: which purchaſed no lefle envie to him 
then that to the other. 

And though theſe two Biſhops went at firſt abreaſt in this point,yet 
Ina ſhorttime the Roman had our ſtripped the Alexandrian in that 

power, till the Church degenerating more and more, that Roman 
Prieſt advanced his power not onely above all the Biſhops, but all the 
Monarchs in the Chriſtian Ocbe. 

Yet notwithft::1i4ing, he that ſhall look into the Ancients, ſhall « 
finde; firft,that the beit of them held,that'they were not to be moleſted 
with the handling of worJdly affaires, Cyprian Epift. 66. 1. Singuli di- 
vino Sacerdotio honorati non nift altari & ſacrifictis deſervire & precibus 
atq; orationibus vacare debent, Moleſtiis ſecularibus non'ſunt obligandi, qui 
aivinis rebus & ſpiritualibus occupantur. 

Secondly, that they complained of them as of heavy burthens, Ang. Poſſidon. 
calls it Angaria, yea Auſtin himfelte in his $1.Epiſtle complaines,that ;,, ,,;,.: 
worldly bufineſs hindered his praying and ſo preſſed him, that vx Auguſt. - * 
refpirare potuit : and Gregory the great, 701 ſine dolore in ſecularibus ver= | 
ſabatur, prefat. in Dial. | 

Thirdly, Cyprian conſtrued it'as one great cauſe of perſecutions rai- 

{rd againſt the Church, de lapſis, Sed. 4. 

Fourthly, it was much cryed down as unlawful by the holy Fa- 

thers,many Canons forbidding it,and that under pain.of being remo- 


ved from their places. Car. Apoſt. Cay.6. Cay. $1. hee that did | 


preſume to- adminiſter Pepevalu agxlw &þ rrgery's $roxney, a Roman” 
com- 
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-eommand or Adminiſtration of Military affaires or civil place(as Ze- 
#args there.)he ſhould be deſpoſed,Can.Apo.Can.83. hiring of ground, 
medling with worldly affaires is to be laid aſide by them: Otherwiſe 
they are threatned to be liable to Eccleltaſtical cenſures,Conc.Cal.Cay. 
3.Conc. Carth.Can.16. 

We will adde this for a concluſion in this point, it is-0bſerved by 
Athanaſius, Sulpitius, Severus, and other Ecclehiaftical Hiſtorians, that 
the Arians were very expedite in worldly atfaires}, which experience 
they gained by their conſtant following and attendance upon the Em- 
perouys Court ; and what troubles they occaftoned to the Church 
thereby, is notoriouſly known to any that have ſeen the Hiſtories of 
their times. And in this our Biſhops have approved themſelves more 
like to the Arian Biſhops then the purer Biſhops of purer times : but how 
ever cleare it is, that our Biſhops and the Biſhops of former times are Two : 
Two in elefion to their office; Two in the diſcharge of their office;Two in their 
Ordination, Juriſdiction, Proceſſes, Cenſjures, Adminiſtrations; and the dit- 
ference between our Biſhops and thoſe of former times, is greater then be- 

tween the great Biſhop ofKome and them. 7 
SE CT. XII. 
TJ ut it ſeemes our Remonſtrant ſoared above theſe times even as high 
Bt: the Apoſtles dayes, for ſo he ſaith, Tf our Biſhops challenge any 0- 
ther ſpiritual power, then was by Apoſtolike Authority delegated to, aud re- 
wired of Timothy and Titus, and the Angels of the ſeven Aſian Churches, 
them be DISCLAIMED as USURPERS. And the truth is, ſo they 
| deferve tobe, if they doe but challenge the ſame power that the Apoſtle 
| did delegate to Timothy and Titus ; for Timothy and Titus were Evange-- 
liſts, and ſo moved in a Sphere above Biſhops or Presbyters. For Tims 
| Lec the {pitis cleare from the letter of the Text,2 Tim.q.5."«gyor Tvincor ivaſys= 
4 "<B © ai53:Doe the work of an Evangeliſt : Timothy had been but a Presbyter or 
| pleaſe to Bifhop, Paul had here put him upon imployment, Ultra Spheram 
' conſult A@ivitatis. HE 
| Euſeb. Hiſt And to any man, that will but underſtand and conſider what the 
 £ib. 3: cap. Office of an * Evangeliſt was; and wherein it differed from the Office ot 
 33-3COO- a Presbyter or Biſhop, it will be manifeſt that Timothy and Titus were E- 
ding to J P3 . - {agar | 
ſome, af- 7angeliſts, and.no Biſhops : for the title of Evangeliſt is taken but two 
| ter others wayes z either for ſuch as wrote the Goſpel, and ſo we doe not athrme 77- 
cap. 37. mothy and Titus, tobe Evangelifts : or elſefor ſuch as taught the Goſpel ; 
| on 4. * and thoſe were of two forts, either ſuch as had ordinary places and ordi- 
» narygifts, or ſuch whole places and gifts were extraordinary ; and ſuch 
| he there Evangeliſts were Timothy and Titus, and not Biſhops, as will appeareit 
' makes of we conſider, what was the Difference between the Evangelifts and Bi- 
an Evan- gopc, Biſhops -or Presbyters were tyed to the particular care and tuition 
| og ar of that flock aver,which God had made them Overſeers, As 20,28,But 
| 9a Evangeliſts were not tyed to refide in oxe particular place y but did at- 
; we ſpeak, | tend 
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on all Church-ſervices, for we finde As. 17. 14, that when Pau! fled 4, , 
from the tumults of Berea to Athens, he left Sil and Timothy behinde Aere. 
him, who afcerwards comming to Paul to Athexs, Paul ſends Timothy Chriſti 
from Athens to Theſſalonica, to confirm the Theſſalonians inthefaith, as recepte, 
appears 1 Theſ. 3. 1.2. from whence returning to Pqul ro Athens again, 47. 
the Apoſtle Paul before he left Athens and went to Corinth,ſent him and 
Silas into Macedonia, who returned to him again to Corinth, Af. 18, 
5. afterwards they travelled to Epheſus, from whence we read Paui 
ſent Timothy and Eraftus into Macedonia, AA. 19. 22, wither Pau! went 
after them, and from whence they and divers other Breathren jour- 
nied into Afia, Ags 20, 4. All which Breathren Paucalls, as ic is pro- 4949 53 
bable, AToronu ixxAnoidy, the meſſengers of the Churches, 2. Cor.$.23. 
And being thus accompanied with 7zmothy, and the reſt of the Bre- Anno 53: 
theren he comes to Mi/etum, and calls the Elders of the Church of E- 
pheſus thither to him, of which Church had Timothy been Biſhop, the 
Apoſtle in ftead'of giving the Eldersa charge t, feed the flock of 
Chriſt, would have given that charge to Timothy, 'and not to them. 

And ſecondly,the Apoſtle wotld not ſo have forgotten hinuſelf, as 
<a call.the E/ders Exnioggnv;, before their Biſhops face. 

Thirdly, It is to be conceived, the Apoſtles would have given them 
ſome direftions, how to carry themſelves towards their Biſhop z but 
not a word of this though Timothywere then in Pauls preſence, and in 
the preſence of the Elders, The cleare evidence of which Text demon- | 
firates,that Paul did not leave Timothy at this. time as Biſhop of Epheſus. pays. 
| Butit is rather evidext that he took him along with him imhis journey Capellus.” 
to Hieruſalem,and fo to Romesfor we find that thoſe Epiſt/#; Pan! wrote Heb. 13. 
while he a priſoner, bear cither in their inſcription or ſome other paf> 23- FP 
ſage of them, the name of Timothy as Pauls companion, viz. The Epiſtle _ nc [| 
ro the Philippians, Coloſans,Hebrewes,Philemon,which Epiſtles he wrote tharTimo- | 
in bonds as the contexture, which thoſe two lcarned profeſſors, the thy was | 
one at Heydelbarg, the other at Saximwr, make of Saint Pauls Epiſtles, _ Paut' | 


doth declare. . ut + "ol 


Anno 48 
Anno 51 | 
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titles the Holy Ghoſt gives him, but never the tidle of a Biſhop. 
The like we finde in Scripture concerning Titzs, whom Pay! as it is 
conceived by learned men, did firit afſume into the fellowſhip of his 
4 Anno 43 Labors in the place of John, and made him his companion in his jour- 
þ Anno 45 ny through Axtziech a to Hieruſalem,b ſo we find Gal. 2. 1. trom thence 
returning to Antioch againe;from thence he paſſed chrough Syria and 
Cilicia, confirming the Churches; and from C:/:c;a , he paſſed to Creer, 
where having Preachcd the Goſpel, and plainted Churchce, he left T.- 

*:AnnO 46 tzg * there for a while, to ſct in order things that remaine, 
Yet it was but for a while he lefthim therefor in his Epiſtle which he 
wrote to him not many yeares aftcr, he injoynes him to come to him 
* Anno SI tg Nicopolz * where he did intend to winter , but changing that pur- 
poſe ſends for him to Epheſys,where it ſeemes his Hyemal ſtation was, 
' and from thence ſends him before him to Corixth, ro enquire the ſtate 
*JAnno 51 of the Corinthians *.His returne from thence Pau] expetts at Troas *,ar.d 
* Anno 52 pecauſe comming thither he found not his expeFation there, he was ſo 
| grieved in his ſpirit, 2 Cor. 2.12, that he paſſed preſently from thence 
| into Macedonia, where Titus met himzand in the midft of his afflitions 
Joycd his ſpirits with the glad tydings of the powerful and gracious 
effe&s, his firſt Epiſtle had among the Corinthians, 2 Cor. 7, 5,6,7, Pay! 
having there colleRed the Liberalicies of the Saints, ſends Titus againe 
* Anno 53 tO the * Corixthians, to prepare them for the ſame ſervice of Miniftring 
to the neceflities of the Saints,2 Cor.8.6. And makes him- with ſome 
others the Conveyers of that ſecond Epiſtle to the Corinthians. 

All theſe journey es to and fro did Titus make at the defignment of 
the Apoſtle, even after he was left in Creet. Nor doe we finde, that after 
his firſt removal from Creet * he did ever returne thither.We read in- 
deed, 2 Tim.4.10.he was with Paul at Rome, and from thence returned 
not to Creet, but into Dalmatia. All which dorh.more then probably 
ſhew, it never was the Intendment of the Apoſtle to fix Titus in Creet as a 
Biſhop, but onely to leave him there for a ſeaſon for the good of that 
Church, and to call him from thence, and ſend him abroad to other 

Churches for their good, as their nccelities might require. Now who 
that will acknowledge a Diſtingiou between the Offices of Biſhaps aud 
Evangeliſts, and knows wherein that Diſtin@10 lyes,will not upon theſe 
premifſes conclude that Timothy and Titus were Evangelifls aud NO T 
Biſhops, cn47 
| 9 {ome of the Fathers have called Timothy and Titus Biſhops. We 
grant it true; and it is as true,that ſome of the Fathers have called them 
Archbiſhops and Patfiarks ; yet it doth nor follow, they wereſo. We 
adde, ſecondly, that when the Fathers did call them ſo, it was not in a 
| proper but in an zmproper ſenſe ; which we expreſſe in the words of our 
\Raynolds Learned Orthodox Raynolds; _ | _, . 
conrra Ha't You may learne by the F att temmſclves, ſaith he, that when they 
£8:6; TEES Or» | tearmed 
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termed any Apoftle a Biſhop of this or that City (as namely, 
Peter of Anticch or Rome) they meant itin a general ſort and ſignifi- 
cation,becauſe they did attend that Church fora time,ard ſupply that | 
roome in preaching the Goſpel, which Biſhops did after ; bur as the 
name of Biſhop is commonly taken for the Overſeer of a particular 
Church, and Paſtor of a ſeveral flock 3 ſo Peter was not Biſhop of any 
one place ; therefore not of Rome. And this 1s true by Azalegy of all 
extraordinaay Biſhops, and the ſame may be ſaid of Timothy and Tirus, 
that he ſaith of Peter. ' 

But were it true that Timothy and Titus were Biſhops : will this Re- 
monſtrant undertake, that all his party ſhall ſtand to his Conditions ? 
Tf our Biſhops challenge any other power then was by Apoſtelick Authority de 
legated te,and required of Timothy and Titus,and the Angels of the ſeaver 
Afian Churches, let them be diſclaimed as uſurpers. Will our Biſhops in- 
deed ſtand to this ? then arm eſt. Did ever Apoſtolick Authority delegate 
power to Timothy or Titus, to ordain alone? to governe alone ? and do 
not aur Biſhops challenge that power ? Did ever-Apoſtolique, Authority 
delegate power to Timothy and Titus, tO rebuke an Elder? no; but to 

entreat bim as a Father : and do not our Biſhops challenge themſelves 
and permit to their Chancellors, Commiſſaries,and Officials power not on= 
ly to Rebuke an Elder,but to rayle upon an Elder ? to reproach him with 
the moſt opprobrious termes of foole, knave, jack:ſauce, &c. which our 
paper bluſlies to preſent to your Honors view ? Did ever Apoſtolick Au- 
thority delegate to Timothy and Titzs power to receive an accuſation a= 
-ainſt an E/der, but before two or three witneſſes ? and do not our Bi- 
ſhops challenge power to proceed Ex Offcio, and make Elders their 
own Accuſers ? Did ever Apoſtolick Authority delegate power to Timo» 
thy or Titus, to rejeRt any after twice admonition, butan Heretick? and 
do not our Biſhops challenge power to reje& and ejett the moſt ſoxnd 
and Orthodox of our Miniſters, for refuſing the uſe of a Ceremony ? as if 
Non-conformity were Hereſie. So that either our Biſhops muſt diſclaime 
this Remonſirance, or elſe themſelves muſt be diſclaimed as u urpers. 

But if Timthy and Titus were no Biſhops, or had not Ky power, It 
may be the Angels of the ſever Aſian Churches had; and our Remon- 
ſtcantis ſo ſubtile as to twiſt theſe two together,that if one faile, the 0- 
ther may hold. ; 

To which we anſwer 3 firſt, that Angel in thoſe Epiſtles is put Col- 
ledvely, not Individually ; as appears by the Epiſtle to Thyatira, cap. 2+ 
verſ. 25.where we read vp. y 00 A85w TOES AoiTor's, &c,But I ſay unto you 
(in the plural number, not unto thee in the ſingular) aud unto the reſt 
in Thyatira,&c.Here is a plain diſtin&tion between the members of that 
Church. By you, is ſignificd thoſe to whom he ſpake under the name of 
the Angel. By the reft,the reſidue of the people. The people governed, 
and the Governours in the plural A What can be more evident 
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.6 prove;that by Age! is meant not one fingnlar perſon;but the whole 
company of Presbyters that were in Thyatira. 

This alſo further appears, becauſe it is uſual with the holy Ghoſt, 
not only in other Books of the Scripture, but alſo in this-very Book of 
the Revelation, to expreſs a company under one ſingular perſon. Thus 
the Civil State of Rome, as oppoſite to Chriſt, is called 4 beaſt with 
ten borns : and the Ecclefiaſtical State Antichriſtian is called the whore. 
of Babylon, and, the falſe Prophet z and the Devil and all his family is 
ealled Ar old red Dragon. Thus alſo the ſeven Angels that blew the ſe- 
ven trumpets, Revel. $.2.. and the ſeven Angels that poured out the 
{even Vials,. arenot literally to be taken, but Synecdochically, as all 
know. Andwhy not then the ſeven Angels in thoſe Epiſtles?Mr. Mede 

In. his Commentaries upon the Revelation, pag. 265, hath theſe words; 
Denique(ut jam ſemel iterumq;monuimu )quontam Deus adhibet angeles pro= 
videntie-ſue im rers bumanaris motibus & converſionibus ciendis, gubernan= 
diſq; adminiftiris:idcirco, que nmltorum manibus peraguntur, Angele *amen 
tanquan rei gerende prafidi &Duci pro communi _- modo tribuuntur. 

Adde, thirdly, that the very name Agel is ſufficient to prove,that it 
3snot meant of one perſon alone, becauſe the word Azge! doth not im-- 
potrtany peculiar juriſdition or preheminence, but is a common 
name to all Minifters, and is ſouſed.in Scripture. For all Minifters are 
Gods Meffengers and Embaſſadours,ſent for the good of the Ele&.And 
therefore the name being common to all Minifters, why ſhould wee 
think that there ſhould be any thing ſpoken to one Minifter, that doth 
not belong to all? The like argument we draw from the word: Stars 
uſed Revel, 1. 20. The ſeven Stars are the Angels of the ſeven Churches. 
Now it-is evident, that all faithful Miniſters are called Stars in Scrip- 
ture, whoſe daty is to ſhine as lights unto the Churches, in all purity 
ofdo&rine and:holineſs of converſation. And in this tenſe, the word 
ts uſcd,when itis faid,that the third part of the ſtars were darkned,Revel.. 
3,12; and thatthe Dragons taile drew the third part of the ſtars of Heaven, 
and caſt them tothe Earth, Revel. 12. 4. Which is meant not only of 
Biſhops, but of other Minifters, unlefſe the Biſhops will appropriate 
all corruption and-Apoſtacy unto themſelves. 

Adde, fourthly,our of the Text it ſelfe,it is very obſervable,that our 
Saviour in opening the myſtery of the Viſion, Revel. 1.20. faith ; The 
ſeven Candlefticks which thou ſaweſt, ave the ſeven Charches, but he doth 
not ſay ,.The ſeven Stars are the ſeven Angels of the ſame Churches. 
But the Angels of the ſeven Churches; wherein not withont ſome myſtery 
the number of the Angels-is omitted, leaſt we ſhould underſtand by 
Angel, one Miniſter alone, and'not a company. And yet the Septenary 
number of Churches is twice ſet down. . 

Laſtly, though but one Angel be mentioned in the fore-front, yet ic: 

is&vident, that the Epiſtles themſelves are dedicated to all the ang. 
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and Miniſters in every Church, and to the Churches thetaſelves: And 

if to the whole Church, much more to the Presbytexs of that Church. 

This is proved Revel. 1. 11. What thou ſeeſt, write in a Book and ſend it 

to the ſeven Churches which are in Aſia, And alſoby the Epiphonema of 

every Epiſtle; He that bath an eare To hear, let him hear what the Spirit 

ſaith anto the Churches. Upon which words, Ambroſius Ausbertus in his 
{econd book upon the Revelation, faith thus 3 Und eademgs locutione & 

Angelss & Eccleſias unum eſſe deſignat. Nam cum in principio locutionum 

que ad ſeptem fiunt Angeles dicat, & Angelo iUlius Ecclefie ſcribe z in fine 

tamen earundem non dicit, Qui habet aurem audiat quod fpiritus dicat An 

gelo, ſed quid Ecclefie dicat. By one and the ſame phraſe of ſpeech he 
{heweth, the Angels and the Churches to be one and the fame. For 

whereas in the beginning of his ſpecch, which he makes to the ſeven 

Churches, he ſaith, Azd write to the Angel of the Churches; yet in the 

cloſe of the ſame, he doth not ſay, He x hath an Eare, let him heare 

what the Spirit ſaith to che Angel, but what he ſaith to the Church. And 

this is further proved by the whole argument of thoſe Epiſtles, where- 

iu the admonitions, threatnings, commendations, and reproofes, are 

direfted to all the Miniſters of all the Churches. Revel. 2. 10. The De- 

vil ſhallcaft ſome of you into priſon, &c. Revel. 2.16. I will fight againſt 

them with the ſword of my mouth, Revel. 2. 24. 1willput upox you #0 other 

burthen, &c. I ſay unto yore and the reſt of Thyatira, as many as have not 

this Dotrine,and which have not known the depths of Satan,&c. And when 

it is ſaid in the ſingular Number (as itis often) Ihaow thy works and 

Labour, &c, verſ. 2, and verl. 4. Repent and do thy firſt works ; and verſ. 

13. Thou haſt not denyed my Faith, &c. and cap. 3. 26. Becauſe thou art 
aeither hot nor cold, &'c. All theſe and the like places, arenot to be un» 

derſtood as meant of one individual perſon, but of the whole compa- 

ny of Miniftcrs, and alſo of the whole Church , becauſe that the pu- 

niſhment threatned, is to the whole Church ; Revel. 2. 5. Repent and 

do thy firſt works, or elſe I will come unto thee quickly and remove thy Cane 

dleſtick ont of his place 3 Rev. 2. 16. Repent, or elſe I will come unto thee 

quickly, and will figbt againſt thee with the ſword of my mouth ; Revel. 2. 

24. 1 will not put upon you any other burthen. Now we have no warrant 

in the Word to think that Chriſt would remove his Goſpel from a 

Church for the fin of one Biſhop, when all the other Miniſters, and the 

Churches themfclves are free from thoſe fins. And if God ſhould take 

this courſe, in what woeful & miſerable condition ſhould the Church 

of England be, which groaneth under ſo many corrupt Prelates? By 

all this it appears, that the word Agel, is not to be taken, iH,9) 1x55, 
but ovaanrÞ.x55;not properly,but figuratively.And this is the judgment 
of Maſter Perkins upon the ſecond Chapter of the Revelation: and of 
Maſter Brightman : and of Dofor Fxlke,who in anſwer to the Rhemiſts 
in Apec, 1. 20, hath theſe words: S. Toby by the Angels of the Churches 
F 2 'meaneth _ 
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meaneth not all that ſhould wear on their heads Myters, and hold 
crofjer ſtaves in their hands, like dead Idols, but them that are the 
faithful meſſengers of Gods word, and utter and declare the ſame, A- 
gain, they are called the Angels of the Churches,becauſe they be Gods 
meſſengers. 

Maſter Fox likewiſe in his Meditation upon the Revelation (pag . 7:9. 
17.) is of this opinion, and hath gathered to our hands the opinions 
of all Interpreters he could meet,andfaith that they all conſent in this 
that under the perſon of an Angel,the Paſtors & Miniſters of the Chur- 


ches were underſtood.S. Auſtiz in his 132.Epiſtle, ſaith thus, Sic enim iz 


Apocalypfi legitur Tyr ana fi de Angelo ſuperiorum celoram,&* non. 


de Przpoſitis Ecclefitarum vellet iutelligi, non conſequenter diceret, Habeo 
adverſum te, &c. And ſo in his ſecond Homily upon the Revelation (if 
that book be his) ©uod autem dicit Angelo Thyatire Habeo adverſum te 
pauca, dicit Prepofitis Ecclefiarum, &c, This alſo Gregory the Great, 
lib.. 34. Moral. in 1ob. cap. 4. Sepe ſacram |cripturam predicatores Eccleſie 
pro eo qued patris gloriam aununciant, angelorum nomine ſolere deſignare:& 
hinc efle,,quod Tohannes in Apocalypfi ſeptem Ecclefiis ſcribens, angelis 
Ecclefiarum loquitur, id eft,..Pcxdicatoribus populorum. Maſter Box 
citeth Primaſius, Haymo, Beda, Richard, Thomas, and others, to whom 
we refer you. 

If it be here demanded (as it is much by the Hierarchical fide) that 
ifby Angel be meant the whole company of Presbyters, why Chrift 
didhot ſay, to the Angels in the plural number , but to the Angel in 
the ſingular ? | 

We anſwer, that though this queſtion may ſavor of a litle too mucii 
cariofity, yet we will make bold.to ſubjoyn three conjefural reaſons 
of this phraſe of ſpeech. 

Fick,, it is ſo uſed in this place, becauſe it is the common language 


of other Scriptures in types and viſtons to ſet down a certain number: 


for an tincertain,& the aw number for the plural.. Thus the Ram; 
Dn. $. 3. is-interpred verl. 20. to be the Kings of Media, and Perſia. 
And the enemies of Gods Church are ſet out by four horns. And the 
deliverers by four Carpenters, Zach. 1. 18.20.And the wiſe and fooliſh 
Virgins are ſaid to be five wiſe and fivefooliſh. And many ſuch- like. 
And therefore as we anſwer the Papiſts, when they demand why Chrift 
if he meant figuratively. when he ſaith, this is my body, did not ſpeak in 
plain language, this is the ſign of my body ? We ſay, that this: phraſe of 
{pecch is proper to all Sacraments : So wealſoaniwer here,this phraſe 
of ſpeech, Augel for Angels, is common to all types andviſions. 
Secondly Angel is put, though more be meant, that ſo it may hold 
proportion with the viſion which 7obz ſaw, Chap. 1. 12. 20.He ſaw ſe- 
wen golden Candleftichs, and ſeven Stars, And therefore to hold propor- 
tion, the Epiſtles are direfted to ſeven Angels, and to ſeven Churches, 


And: 
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And this is called a myſtery, Revel.1. 20. The Myſtery af the ſeven Stays: 
&c. Now a myſtery is a ſecret which comprehends more then is ex- 
preſſed ; and therefore though but one Angel be expreſſed, yet the my- 
ftery implyes all the Angels of that Church. 

Thirdly, to fignifie their unity in the Miniſterial fun&ion,and joynt 
commiſſion to attend upon the feeding and governing of one Church, 
with one common care, as it were with one hand and heart. And this 
ii more fitly declared by the name of one Angel, then of many. We of- 
ten finde the name of (one) Prophet or Prieſt to be put for the general 
body of the Miniſtery, or whole multicude of Prophets or Prieſts, in 
the Church of Iſrael! or Iudah , when the Spirit of God intendeth to 
reprove, threaten , or admoniſh them. Thus it is Tere. 6. 13. 18. 19.Iſa. 
3. 2, Hoſ. 9.8. Ezek. 7. 26. Hoſ. 4, 6. Mal. 2.7. Neither ſhould it ſeem 
ftrange,that a multitude or company of Miniſters ſhould be underſtood 
under the name of one Angel, ſeeing a multitude of Heavenly Angels 
(imployed in one ſervice for the good of Gods Saints) is ſometimes 
in the Scripture ſhut up under one Angel in the fingular number, as 
may be gathered from Gen. 14.7. 2 Kmgs 19. 35. Pſal 34, 7. compa- 
red with P/al. 91. 11. Gen. 32. x. 2. Kings 6. 16, 17. And allo a multi- 
tude of Devils or evil Angels, jointly labouring in any one work, is 
ſet forth under the name of one evil or unclean ſpirit, 1 Kings 22. 21, 
22. Mark 1.23,24. Mark5.2. 9. Luke 4. 33. 34. Luk. $.27. 30. 1 Pet. 
5. 8. Heb. 2. 14. Epheſ. 6.11. 12. 

But now let us ſuppoſe ( which yet notwithſtanding we will not 
grant)that the wordAzgel is taken individually for one particular per= 
1on, as Door Reyxolds teems to interpret jt, together with Maſter Be- 
2a, yet nevertheleſfe, there will nothing follow out of this acception, 
that will any ways make for the upholding of a Dioceſan Biſhopywith: 
ſole power of Ordination and ſuriſdiftion,. as a diſtin& Superior to 
Presbyters. And this appears, | 

Firft,becauſe it never was yet proved nor ever will(as we conceive ) 
that theſe Angels were Dioceſan Biſhops, contidering that Pariſhes 
were not divided into Diocefles in S. Fobns diys. And the ſeven Stars 
are ſaid to befixed in their ſeven Candleſticks or Churches, not one 
Star over divers Candleſticks, Neither can thoſe Churches be thought - 
to be Dioceſan, when not onely T:ndal and the old tranſlation, calls 
them ſeven Congregations, but wereadalſo As 20. that at Epheſus 
which was one of thoſe Candleſticks, there was but one flock.. 

And ſecondly, we further finde that in Epheſus one 'of thoſe ſevers 
Churches, there were many Presbyters, which are all called Biſhops, 
As 20.28. and we findeno colour of any ſuperintendency or ſ{uperi- 
ority of one Biſhop over another. To them in general the Church is 
committed to be fed by them without any reſpeCt had to Timothy, who 
flood at his Elbow,and had been with him in Macedonia, and was now 
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waiting upon him to Jeruſalem. - This is alſo confirmed by Epiphanins 
who writing of the Hereſies of the Milet:ans,faith,that in ancient times 
this was peculiar to Alexandria that it had but one Biſhop, whereas 
other Cities had two. And he being Biſhop of Cypres, might well be 
acquainted with the condition of the Churches of Afa, which were ſo 
nigh unto him. =: 

Thirdly, there is nothing faid in the ſeven Epiſtles that implyeth 
any ſuperiority or majority of rule or power that theſe Angels had 
over the other Angels that were Joyned with them in their Churches. 
It is writtcn indecd, in con of the Angel of the Church of 
Epheſus, that he could not beare them that were evil, and that he had tryed 
them which ſay they were Apoſtles and are nit, and had found them lyers, 
And itis ſpoken in diſpraife of the Angel of Pergamns, that he ſuffered 
them which held the DoGirize of Balaam,@c. But theſe things are common 
duties requirable at the hands of all Miniſters, who have the charge of 
{ouls. 

But ſuppoſe that there were ſome ſuperiority and prehemenency in- 
finuated by this individual Ange), yet who knoweth not that there are 
diverſe kinds of ſuperiority ? to wit, of Order, of Dignity, of Gifts 
and Parts, or in degree of Miniſtery, or in charge of power and juriſ- 
dition. Ardhow will it be proved that this Angel if he had a ſupe- 

_ riority, had any more then a ſuperiority of Order, or of Gifts and 
Parts ? Where it is {aid, that this Angel was a ſuperior degree or or- 
der of Miniſtery above Presbyters? In which Epiſtle is it ſaid that this 
Angel had ſole power of Ocdination and Jurifdiftion ? And therefore 
as our learned Proteſtants prove againſt the Papiſts, that where Chriſt 
dire&ed his ſpeech to Peter in particular and ſaid, 1 will give unto thee 
the Keys of the kingdom of Heavenz&c. That this particularization of Pe» 
ter did not import any fingular preheminence or majority of power to 
Peter more then to the other Apoſtles ; But that though the promiſe 

* xc erant WAS made to Peter, yet it was made to him in the name of all the reſt, 

utique & and given toall as well as one. And that therefore it was ſpoken to 

ceteri A- one perſon, and not to all; that ſo Chriſt might fore-lignifie the uni- 
poftoli quod ty of his Church, as * Cyprian, Auſtin, Hierome, Optatis, and others 

_ Pe- (ay. So when Chriſt dire&s an Epiſtle to one Angel, it doth not im- 

a '! ply a ſuperior fee over his fellow-Angele, but at moſt only a pre- 

prediti & lidency forgrder ſake. And that which is written to him, 1s written 

honoris & to the reſt as well as to him. And therefore written to one, not to ex- 
poteftatis, cludethe reſt, but to denote the unity that ought to be berween the 
fed m—_ Miniſters of the ſame Church in their common care and diligence to 
rate proj. their flock . And this is all that Dofor Reynolds ſaith, as you may read 
ciſcitur, ut in his conference with Hart, cap. 4. diviſ. 3. ad finem. For it is evidenc 
Eccleſia u- that Do&or Reynolds was an utter enemy to the Iu Divinum of the E- 
' _namn- yiſcopal preheminency over Presbyters, by his Letter to Sir Francs 
OO OO SOAR F | 7 Knolls 
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| Kyolls. And learned Maſter Beze alſo ſaith ſomething to theſame 


purpoſe in his Annotations upon Revel. 2. x. Angelo. 7. rporciiry quem ni« 
mirum oporuit imprimis de his rebus admoneri, ac per eum ceteros collegas 
totamgue adeo Ecclefuam. Sed binc tatui Epiſcopalis ille gradus poftea bu- 
manitus in Eccleſiam Dei invecJus certe nec poteſt nec debet, imo ne perpe= 
trum quidem iſtud rge:5a@TYy munus efle neceſſario oportuiſie,ſicut exorta inde 
Tyrannis Olig archica ( cujus apex eft Antichriſtiana beftia ) centiſfsme 
cum totinus non Eccleſie modo, ſed etiam orbis pernicie, nunc tandem 
clarat. 

If therefore our Remonfirant can produce no better evidence for 
his Hierarchy then T:mothy and Titzs, and the Angels of the Afian Chur-= 
ches, Let not this Remonſtrant and his party, cry out of wrong, if 
this claimed Hierarchy be for ever booted out of the church , ſeeing it is his 
owne Option. And yet we cannot conceale one refuge more out of 
Scriptore, to which the Hierarchy betake themſelves for ſhelter. And 
that is the twoPoſtſcripts in the end of Paxls ſecond Epiſtle to Timothy, 
and of that to Titus ; where in the one, Timothy is ſaid to be the firſt 
Biſhop of Epheſus, and in the other, Titus is ſaid to be the firſt 
OP of the Church of the Cretians : to both which places wee an- 
ſwer. 

That theſe two Poft{crips (and ſo all the reſt) are no part of Ca- 
nonical Scripture. And therefore our former and ancienter Engliſh 
tran{lations,. though they have theſe Poſtſcripts, yet they are put 
in a ſmall chara&er different from that of the Text. Although 
our Epiſcopal men of late in newerimpreſlions have inlarged their 
Phylacteries, in putting thoſe Poſt(cripts in the ſame tull cha- 
rater with that it the Text, that the ſimple might beleeve they 
are Canonical Scripture. The Papiſts themſelves C Baronins ,- 
Serrarins, and the Rhemiſts ) confecſſe that there is much falſity 
in them. The tuft Epiſtle co Timothy, is thus ſubſcribed : the firſt 


to Timothy was writtez from Laodicea, whoch is the chiefeſt City of- 


Phrygia Pacatiana. Here wee demand, whether Pay! when hee 
writ the firft Epiſtle to Timothy, was affared he ſhould live to 
write a ſecond , which was wricten long after ? And if not ; 
How comes It to bee ſubſcribed, the firſt to Timothy, which hath re» 
lation to a ſecond ? Beſides, the Epiſtle is ſaid to bee writ from 
Laodicea, whereas Beza in his Annotations proves apparently, that 
It was written from Macedonia; to which Opinion Baroniys and. 
Serrarius ſubſcribe. It.is added, Which is the chiefeft City of Phry- 
gia Pacitiana.. But this Epithet is nowhere readin- the Writers of 
thoſe ages, ſaith Beza, Sed apud recentiores ills, qui Romani imperit 
Jam inclinantis provicias deſcripſerunt.. So that by this place it is e-- 
vident,. that the ſubſcription was added. a long while after | the 
writing” 


(46) 
writing of the Epiſtles by ſome men, for the moft 'part vel indoftis, 
ſaith Beze, vel certe non ſatis attentis, Either by a Learned, or negligent 
man. 

The ſecond Epiſtle is thus ſubſcribed 5; The ſecond Epiſtle unto 
Timothy, ordained the firſt Biſhop of the Church of the Epheltans, was 
written from Rome, when Paul was brought before Nero the ſecond time, 
Now theſe words Ordained the firſt Biſhop, is wanting, ſaith Beza, x 
quibuſdam vetuſtis codicibus, in veteri vulgata editione, & apud Syrum 
interpretem. If Saint Paul had written this Poſtſcript, he would not 
| have ſaid, To Timothy the firſt Biſhop, &c. whereas it was not yet 
certain whether ever there ſhould bee a ſecond. Neither would it bee 
ſaid when Par was brought, &c, But when I was the. ſecond time 
brought before Nero. The Syriack Interpreter reads it, Here ends the 
ſecond Epiſile to Timothy written from Rome. | 

The Epiſtle to Titzs is thus ſubſcribed ; Written to Titus, Ordained 
firſt Biſhop of the Church of the Cretians, from Nicopolis of Macedonia. 
Here it is ſaid that this Epiſtle was written from Nicopolis, whereas it 
| Iscleare that Pau! was not at Nicopolis when he wrote it. Tit. 3. 12. 

Be diligent to come to me at Nicopolis, for T have determined there to win- 
ter. Heedoth not ſay, Here to winter, but There ; Where note, for 
the preſent he was not there. And beſides it is ſaid, that Titus was 
 Ordained the firſt Biſhop, &c. And who was the ſecond ? or was there 
ever a ſecond? And alſo He is ſaid to be Biſhip, not onely of a Dioceſs, 
but of all Greet, Was there ever ſuch a ſecond _—_ Adde, laſtly, 
that itis ſaid, Biſhop of the Church of the Cretians; ereas it would 
bee ſaid of the Churches of the Cretians, For the Chriftian Churches 
of any Nation are called Churches by Luke and Paul, not Church. 
Therefore Codex Claremontanus ſubſcribes; Here ends the Epiſtle to 
Titus, and no more. So the Syriack ; Finitar Epiſtola ad Titum que 
ſcripta fuit e Nicopoli. The old Vulgar Edition hath nothing of the E- 
piſcopacy of Titus. By all this it appears, that if the Biſhops had no 
more authority to urge us to ſubſcribe to their Ceremonies, then they 
have authority for their Epiſcopal Dignity by theſe Subſcriptions, 
there would be no more ſubſcription to Ceremonies in the Churches 
of England. | 

Bat ſome will ſay, that there is one objection out of Scripture yet 
unanſwered, and that is from the inequality that was berweene the 
twelve Apoſtles, and the ſeventy Diſciples. 

To which we anſwer ; - 

Firſt, that it cannotbe proved that the twelve Apoſtles had any ſu- 
periority over the ſeventy, either of Ocdination, or Juriſ{difion, or 
that there was any ſubordination of the ſeventy unto the twelve : but 
ſuppoſe it was, yet we anſwer. 

| Secondly 
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Secondly , that a ſuperiority and inferiority betweene Officers 
of different kindes, will not prove that there ſhould be a ſuperio- 
rity and inferiority beeween Officers of the ſame kinde. No man 
will deny but that in Chriſts time, there were Apoſtles, Evange- 
liſts, Prophets, Paſtors, and Teachers, and that the Apoſtles were 
ſuperior to Evangeliſts and Paſtors Bur it cannot be proved, that 
one Apoſtle had any ſupetiority over another Apoftle, or one E- 
vangeliſt over another. And why then ſhould one Presbyter be 0- 
ver another? Hence it followeth , that though we ſhould grant a 
ſuperiority between the twelve and the ſeventy, yet this will nor 
prove the queſtion in hand. Becauſe the queſtion is concerning 
Officers of the ſame kind,and the inſtance is of Officers of different 
kinds, amongſt whom no manwill deny but there may be a ſupe- 
riority and inferiority , asthere is amongſt us between Presbyrers 
and Deacons. : 

And now let your Henexrs judge ( conſidering the premiſes) 
how far this Epiſcopal government is from any Divine right, or 
Apoſtolical Inſtitution : And how true that ſpeech of Hierome is, 
thata Biſhop as it is a ſuperiour Order to a Presbyter , is an Hu- 
mane preſumption , not a Divine Ordinance. 

But though Scripture fails them, yet the indulgence and Muni- 
ficence of Religions Princes may ſupport them, and to this the Re- 
mouſtraxt makes his next recourſe, yetſoas he acknowledfgeth here, 
Tngagements to Princes onely for their acceſſory dignities , titles , and 
Maintenance; net at all for their ſtations and funitions, ( wherein yet 
the author plainly acknowledgeth a difference between onr Bi/bops 
and the Biſbops of,0/d by ſuch acceſſions. ) 

For our parts, we are ſo farre from envying the gracious Hnni- 
ficence of pious Princes , in collating honourable maintenance upon the 
Miniſters of Chriſt , that we beleeve , that even by Goas own Orai- 
yarce, double Honour is due unto them. 

And that by kow much the iniftery of the Goſpell is more ho- 
»oarable then thar of the Law, by ſo much the more ought all thar 
embrace the Goſpel , to be carefull to provide, that tte Afnſters 
of the Geſpcii might not onely live , but maintain Flotpitaiitie, ac- 
cording to the Rule of the Goſpel. And that worthy Gertlemans 
ſpake as an Oracle,that ſaid, That ſcandalous Ilaintenance is a 7 at 
can of a ſcandelows Miniſtery. 

Yet we are not ignorant, that when the Miniſtery came to 
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/oft. Hom. 36 in Matth. That then Religio peperit divitias , & filia 
devoravit 17atrem,Religion brought forth riches,and the Daugh- 
ter devoured the Mother ; and then there was a voice of Angels 
heard from Heaven; Hodie wvenenumin Ecclefram Chriſti ceciast. This 
day is poiſon ſhed into the Church of Chriſt. | 

And then it was that lerom complained,Chrifts Ecclefia poſtquam 
ad Chriſtiancs principes venit , petentia quidem & divitius major , ſed 
virtutibus minor fatta eft. Then alſo was that Conjunction found 
true ; That when they had wooden C halices, they had golden Priefts; 
but when their Chalices were golden , their Prieſts were wooden. 

And though we do not think , there is any ſuch i»compoſſibil;- 
#7, but that /arge Kevenurs may be happily managed with an humble 
{cciablneſſe, yet is very rare to finde Hiſtory tells us , that the ſu- 
perfluous revenues of the Biſhops not onely made them negle&t 
their Miniſtery, but further uſhered in their ſtately and pompous 
attendance; which did ſo elevate their ſpirits, that they inſulted 0- 
ver their brethren , both Clergy and People, and gave occaſion to 
others to hate and abhorre the Chriſtian Faith , Which E#ſcbire. 
ſees forth fully in the pride of Paulas Sameſatenus, vvho notwith- 
ſtanding the meanneſle and obſcurity of his birth, aftervvards grew 
to that height of inſolency and pride in all his carriage, eſpecially in 
that numerous traine that attended him inthe ſtreets , and in his 
ſtately throne raiſed after the manner of Kings and Princes, that 
Fides neſtra invidie, & odio, propter faſtam &- ſuperbiam cordis illius, 
fata farrit obnaxia;The Chriſtian Faith vvas expoſed to envy and 
hatred through his pride. 

And as their ambition ( fed vvith the largeneſle of their reve- 
nues) diſcovered it ſelf-in great attendanee , ftately dvvellings, 
and all Lordly pomp, ſo Hicrom complaines of their pride in their - 
ſtately ſeates, qui velnt in aliqua ſublim ſpecala conſtituti, vix aig- 
nantaur viaere mortals & alloqui conſervos ſues: who fitting alofe as 
it were in a vvatch-tovver, vvill ſcarce deigneto looke upon poore 
morta!ls, or ſpeake to their fellovy-ſervants. 

Here vve might be large in multipying ſeveral teſtimonies a- 
Saintt the pride of Eccleliafticall perſons, that the largeneſle of 
their revenues: ray{ed chem to: but we will conclude with that 
grave complaint of Szlpitizs Severns. 

tlie qui ante edio ant afcllore conſueverat ſpumante equs ſuperbit + 
$nvebunr ; parua pris ac vill cellula contents habitare, erigit cel/a 

L. aquearia, conſtruit maita cenclavia, ſculpit pes, pingit armaria, 
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we ſpare the labour to tranſlate. 


Onely ſuffer us (being now to give a Yaleto our Remonſiran's 


arguments) to recolle&t ſome few things. 


Firſt, whereas this Remonſtrant ſaith; 1f we do not ſtew o#t of the true 
& genuine writings of theſe holy men, that lived in the Apoſt les dayes a 
clear & received diſtinition of Biſhops *Presbyters,and Deacons,as three 
dsſtintt [wbordinate calling s,with an evident ſpecification of the duty te- 
longing ta each of them: Let this claimed Hierarchy be for ever roeted 
out of the Church: Webeſeech you,let it be remembred how we have 


proved out of the genuine and wndeniable writings of the Apoſtles 
themſelaes , that theſe are not three diſtin callings : Biſhops are 
Presbyters, being with them all one, Name and Office , and that the 
diſtintion of Biſhops and Presbyters was not of D;v5e Inſtituti- 
on, but Humane: and that theſe Biſhops, in their firſt Inftitution 
did not differ ſo much from Presbyters , as our preſent Biſhops 
differ from them. 

Secondly, Whereas this Remonſtant ſaith, 1f «wr Bifrops chaltenge 
any other power then was by eApoſtolike authority delegated to, andre- 
quired of T imothy and Titus, and the Angels of the Afran Charches:Let 
them be diſclaimed as nſurpers. Wee (delire it may be remem- 
bred , how we have proved firſt; that Timuthy and Tits and the 
Angels who are Dioceſan Biſhops; and ſecondly , that our I i- 
ſhops challenge ( if not in their Polemickes , yet in their Prac- 
_ ) a power that Timahy and Titus, and thoſe Angelsnever 

id. 

Thirdly, Whereas this Remonſtrant faith, /f rhere can be better 
e vidence under Heaven for any matter of fatt, let Epiſcepacy be for ever 
abandoned out of Geds Church: We betfeech you remember how 
weake we have diſcovered his Evidence to be; and then the /fe- 
rence upon all theſe we hambly leave to your Honours Wiſaom and 
Iaftice. 

SECT. XIV. 


H4ving thus confidered the validity of thoſe arguments, 
whereby this Remonſtrant would ſuffulr Friar we de» 
ſcend now to inquire,what fatisfaQion he gives to rhoſe objeCti- 


ons, which himſelf frames as the main, if not the {ole arguments, - 


that Epiſcopacy is aſſanitable by, and they are two: 
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wftem reſpuit groſſiorens , indamenturm mulic d:ſiderat, &'c. Which 
becauſe the practice of our times hath alread y turned into Engliſh, 
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Firſt, that pleading the Divine right of Epiſcopacy ts t9 the preju- 
dice of Soverergnty- Secondly , that it caſts 4 dangerous 78pkt ation 
4pon all thoſe Reformed Churches that want this Government. 

To the firſt, the prejudice of Sovereignty ; he anſwers there is a 
compatibleneſs in this caſe of Gods Att, and the Kings : it is God 
that makes the Biſhop, the King that gives the Biſhoprick. 

But we have proved already,that God never made a Ziſhop,as he 
Nands in his Supericriryover al other Presbyters,he never had Gods 
7 zat - andif they cifclaim the influence of fovereignty unto their 
creation to a Priority, and aflert that the King doth not make 
them Biſpops , they muſt have no being at all. Sure we are, the 
Laws of the Land proclaim, that not only Biſhepricks , bat Bi- 
fps axd all the 7 ariſdittion they have, is from the King : whereas 
the Remonſtraxt acknowledgeth no more , but the bare * place 
and excerciſe to be from Regll donation, which cannot be affirm- 
ed without appareut prejudice of that Sovereigntie which the 
Lawes of the Land have inveſted our Princes with. 

And for his unworthy compariſon of Xi»gs in order to Biſhops, 
and Patroxs in order to their {lerkes, when he ſhall provethatthe 
Patron gives miniſterial power to his Clerke, asthe King according 
to our Laws gives Epi/copall power to the Biſhop, it may be of ſome 
conducement to his cauſe; but till then , we leave the unfitneſſe of 
this compariſon, and the unthankfulneſſe of thoſe men to the in- 
dulgence of their Sovereigne, to their deſerved recompence. 
| His learned anſwer to ſuch men as borrowing Saint /eroms phraſe, 
ſpeake Saint Pawls truth, is in ſumme this : 

T hat be kn owes net howsto preſcribe to mens thoughts , bat for all his 
Rhetoricke, they will think, what they lift ; but if they will grant him the 
queſtion, they ſpall ſoon be at an endof tbe guarrel]: which one anſwer 
if ſatisfafory , would ſilence all controverſies to as good purpoſe 
as hedid Bellarmine, who ſaid , Bellarmine ſaith it is thus, and 1 
fay it is nor, and where is Be/larmine now? 

To the ſecond objeRion , that Epiſcopacie thus aſſerted cafts an 
imputation upen all the reformed Churches, that want that Government, 
he ſaith, that the objeflion 1 intended to raiſe envie againſt them; who 
(ifthey may be beleeved) love and bonour thoſe pfter- (bnrehes, and 


| blefſe God for them. | 


But do they out pluck all this envie upon themſelves, whoin 
their Conferexces Writings Pulpits, Univerſities, Diſputes, High Com- 
miſſion, Declamatzons , have diſclaimed them as no Churches, that have 
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diſclarmed the Prelates and have honoured the moſt glorious Lights 
of thoſe Refurmed Chnrches, Calvin, Beza, and others with no bec- 
ter titlesrhen of Raſcals, Blaſphemers ? &c. | 
- But thepith of his anſwer after a few good words is this, that no 
ſuch conſequent can be drawn from their opinion; for their 7x di- 
viewm pleads only for a 1»ſt;fiableneſſe of thisholy calling]: not for 
an abſolute neceſſity of it, W4rranting it where it is, and requiring it 
where it may be had; but not fixing upon the Church that wants it, the 
defett of any thing of the Eſſence of a Church , but only of the glory ang 
perfettion of it ; neither is it their fin, but their miſery. 

And is it ſo, doth not this [ws divinum argue a Neceſſitie but on- 
ly a »ff ifiableneſſe of this calling? nor is the want of it a want of a- 
ny thing of Eſſence, but onely of perfeRion? we had thought, that 
page the 2oth, where this Remonſtravt ſtrives to fetch the pedegree 
of Epiſcopacie from no leſſe than Apoftolicall, and in that right Di- 
vine i»ftitution he had reckoned it among thoſe things, which the 
Apoſtles ordained for the ſuccceding adminiſtration of the 
Church 5 eſſentiall matters: but here it ſeemes he is willing to re- 
tract what there fell from him: there it was to his advantage to 
ſay , this Government was a thing eſſentiall co the Church , and 
here it is no lefſe advantage to fay, it is not eſlentiall, 

Butif it be not Eſſentiall , then what is the reaſonthat when a 
Prieft who hath received Orders at Rome, turnes to us, they urge 
not him to receive ordination among us again: but when ſome of 
our brethren , who flying in Queene aries dayes, had received 
Impoſition of hands in the Reformed Churches beyond the Seas,re- 
wurned again in the dayes of Queene Elizabeth, they were urged 
to receive Impoſitionofhands againe from our Biſhops, and ſome 
did recciveit, If thoſe Churches that want Bifhops,want nothinsg 
eſſentiallto a Church; then what Eſſential want was there in the 
Ordination of thoſe Hzxifters that received Impoſition of hands 
in thoſe Churches, that might deferve a Re-o0rdination, more than 
if they had firſt received their Ordination at Rome 2? 

And what isthe reaſon that Biſhop 1ſenntagne ſo confidently 
affirmes , that Ordination by Epiſeopall hands is ſo neceſſary, 2s 
that the Church is no'true Church without it , and the Miniitery 
no true Miniſtery,and ordinarily no ſalyation to be obtained with- 
out it? And if this Remonſtran ſhould leave Biſhop 17ountague to 
anſwer for himſelf, yet notwithſtanding he ſtands bound to give 
us ſatisfaction to theſe two queſtions , which ariſe from his own 
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'Fieft , whether chet Office, which by divine right hath the /ole 
power of Ordaining; and Ruling all other Officers in the Church, (as 
he ſaith Epiſcopacie hath) belong not to the being, but onely co 
the glory and perfeion of a Church? Secondly, there being (in 
this mans thoughts) the ſame 7 aivinum for Biſhops, that there 
is for Paftors and Elders, whether if thoſe Reformed Churches want- 
ed Paſtcrs and Elders too, they ſhould want nothing of the Efſence 
ofa {. hurch, but of the perfe&ion ard glory of it ? 

- But this Remonſtrant leemes toknow ſo much of the minde of 
thoſe Churches , that if they might have their option, they would moſt 
gladly embrace Epiſcopall Government , as little differing from their 
own Moderator ſhip, ſave onely in the perpetuitie of it andthe new Inven- 
t;on (as he odiouſly calls it) of lay- Elders. But no queſtion thoſe 
learned Worthies that were intruſted by the Charches to compile their 
(confeſſions , did compriſe their Indge ments better than the Compoſer of 


this Remonſfrance. And to his preſumtion , we oppoſe their Con- |; 
feſfion. We will begin with the French Church , who in their |. 


Confeſſion ſpeake thus ; 


"Credimms veram Ecclepam| We belicve that the true 
gnbernari debere ea politia, | Church ought to be govern- 
quam Dominus noſter Feſus| ed by that policy which 
Chriſts ſancivit, ita videli- | Chriſt Jeſus our Lord eſta- 
cet,ut fintin ea Paſtores, Preſ-| bliſhed , wiz. thar there be 
byters, ſive Seniores, & Dia- | Paſtors, Presbyters, or El- 
cont, ut doctrine puritas reti- | ders, and Deacons. Anda- 
neatur, ere. Art.29. Credi-| gain, We believe that all 


mus ones Paftores ubicuuque | true Paſtors whereever they || 


collocati ſunt,cadem & 4quali|be, are endued with eq al 
poteſtate inter ſe eſſe praditos | and the ſame poweri, under 
ſub uno illa capite — one chief Head and Biſhop 
& ſolo univerſali Epiſcopo| Chriſt Jeſus. Conſonant to 


Feſu Chriſte, Art,30.Gallice|this the Dutch Churches : 
Confeſſions. Credimus veram | We believe (ſay they) the 
hanc Eccleftams atbere regi,ac| true Church ought to be ru- 
gubernari, ſpirituall ia po-q led with thar ſpiritual policy 
Jitis, quam 70s Dews ipſe in | 


which God hath taught us 
| in 
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pur? & concioventur, & S-| preach the Word purely, 
cramenta adminiftrent , ſint | Elders and Deacons to con- 
quoque. Seniores & Diaconi, | ſtitute the Eccleſiaſtical Se- 
qui Eccleſia Senatum conſti- | nate, that by theſe means 
tnant nt his veluti medits ve- | Religion may. be preſerved, 
ra Religioconſervari, Homis | and manners corrected. And 


neſque vitiss dediti ſpirituali-| ſo again, We believe where- 
ter corrips & emenadari poſ-| ever the Miniſters of God 
fint. Tunc enim rite & ordi-| are placed, they Al havethe 
nate omnia finnt in Ecclefia,j ſame equal Power and Au- 
cam viri fideles , er pit ad e-| thority, as being All equally. 
us eubernationem deliguntar | the Miniſters of Chritt. 
uxta Divi Pauli preſcrip- | 
wn, 1Tim.z.Confeſ. Belgic, Art.z0. Caterum ubicuuque 
locorum ſunt verbi Dei Miniſtri, eandem atque aqual em 
Omnes habent tum Poteſtatem 24m Authoritarem, ut qu? 
unt eque Ownes Chriſti unici tllins univerſfalis Epiſcopi 
& capit s Eccleſia Miniftri. 

In which Harmony of theſe Confeſlions, ſee how both Chur- - 
ches agree in thele five points : | 

Firft, That there is in the Word of God , anexaQ form of 
Government ſet down; Dems in verbo [mo edocuit. 

Secondly, That this. form of Government Chriſt eſtabliſhed 
in his Church; 7eſw (briftus iu Ecclefia ſancivit. 

Thirdly, That this form of Goverament is by Paſtors, Elders, 
and Deacons. 

Fourthly, That the true Church of Chriſt ought to be thus go- 
verned; Veram Eccleſnam debere regi. | 

Fifthly , That all true Miniſters of the Goſpel are of equal 
power and authority. | 

Forthe reaſon he afligns,why thoſe Churches ſhould make this 
Option, we cannot enough admire that ſuch a paſſage ſhould fall 
from his pen, as to ſay, There is little difference between their ap15@- 
vi, and our £ piſcepacy , [ave ortly in perpetuity andetmaggEl irs ; for 
#0 knows not that berween theſe two there is a vaſt Adrfference 
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verbo ſno eaocuit z ita ut fint| in his Word, to wit , that 
in ea Paſtores ac Miniftri,qui| there be in it Paſtors to 
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a3 beeweenthe Duke of Venice and an abſolute Monarch. For, r, 
rhe Moderator in Greva is not of a ſuperiour order to his Bre- 
chren; nor 2, hath an Ordination differing from them; nor 3, aſ- 
ſumes power of ſole Ordination or Juriſdiction ; nor hath he 4, 
maintenance for that Office above his Brethren ; nor 5, a Nega- 
tive voice in what is agreed by the reſt ; nor 6, any further power 
chen any of his Brethren. So that the difference between our Bi- 
ſhops and their Moderators is more then Lz:tle + Bur if it be fo 
little as this Remonſtrant here pretends ; then the eMteration and 
eAbregation of Epiſcopacy will be with the leſle diffics/ty, and occa- 
fron the leſs diſturbance. 


SECT.:XY. 


RUc there is another thing , wherein our Epiſcopacy differs from 
the Geneva Moder aterſhip , befides the perpetuity ; and that is 
the excluſion of the Lay-Presbytery , which (if we may believe this 
Remouſtrant ) never till this age bad footing in the Chriſtian Church. 
In which aſlertion, this Kewonſtrant concludes ſo fully, with Bi- 
ſhop Halls Irrefragable Propoſitions, and his other Book of Epiſco- 
pw by _ _ as if he had conſpired to ſwear to whatthe 
ſhop had ſaid., 
*x Tim. $17. Now, though wewill not enter the Lifts with a man of that 
1 Cor. 12. 28. learning and fame,that Biſhop Hall is,yet we dare tell this Xewoon- 
Rom, 12, 8, frrant, thatthis his affertion hath no more truth init , thes the reft 
* Unde & Sy- that we have already nated. We will (to avoid prolixity) not urge 
72,04, © PO thoſe © three known Texts of Scriptaure,produced by ſome for the 
—_— a eftabliſhing of Governing Elders in the Church, xo: yet vindica- | 
gueram fre Fed by the Adverſaries, | DH 
Conſitio nihil Nor will we urge that famous Text of * Ambroſein 1 Tim 5. 
agebaturin Fe- Put if there were no Lay-Elders in the Church till this prefent 
c'eſ4.-240944 ape, we would be glad to learn , who they were of whom 9rigen 
+ oo ſpeaks, when he tells us , it was the Cuſtome of Chriſtian Teach- 
if forte po. ©15, firſt ro examine ſuch as deſired to heare them, of whom there | 
forum deſidia, Were twoorders; the firſt were (atechamens, or beginners; the other 
aut magisſuper- Was of ſuch as were more-perfet:among whom ii rwes 76ray- 
bia, dun: {oli whyor mpeg 79 eraomelei Tvs Bles t) TH; daywyas TO mpogiyTaY, NC» 
a4 of aliquid  Noanuli prepoſiti ſunt qui in vitam & mores eorum 9m admittuntur 
rs mn, Libs, Tuquirant nit qui tarpia committant eos communs Ct interdicant qui 
ns Coli, vero ab iftts abberrent , ex anima complext , meliores quatiaie FRO : 
; There 
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There are ſome ordained to inquire into the life and manners 


of ſuch as are admitted into the Church , that they may baniſh _ 


ſuchfrom the publique Aſſembly,thac perpetrate ſcandalous Ads; 
which place tells us plainly : 

Firſt, that there were ſome in the higher forme of hearers (not 
Teachers) who were Cenſores marums over the reſt. Secondly, that 
they were deſigned or conſtituted to this work, 75)eypire. Third- 
ly, that they had ſuch Authority intruſted into their hands,as that 
they might interdi& ſuch as were ſcandalous from the publique 
Aſſemblies. We would gladly know, whether theſe were not, as 
& were , Lay- Eelders ? | 

That there were ſuch inthe Church (diſtinguiſhed from others 


| that were called toteach ) appeares. Auguſtine writing to his 


harge,dires his Epiſtle, Dileftiſſims fratribus, Clero,Sentoribus, 
& univerſe Plebi Eccleſie Hipponenſic: where firſt there is the ge- 
neral compellation, Fratribs, Brethren ; Then there is a diſtribuci- 
on of theſe Brethren into the Clergie,the Elders, and thewhole Pec- 
pk; ſo that there were in that Church Elders diſtinguiſhed both 
from the Clerpie, and the reſt of the People. 

So again, Contra Creſcenium Grammaticum: Omnes v3s Epiſcopi, 
Presbyteri, Diaconi, and Seniores ſcitis; All you Biſhops, Elders, Dea- 
cons, and Elders do know. What were thoſe two ſorts of Elders 
there mentioned in one camma, aud ibidemcap. 56. Peregrinus 
Presbyter & Sentiores Eccleſie Muſticane Regionts tale deſiderium 
proſequuntar; where again we read of Elder aud Elders, Preitbyter, 
and Seniors in one Church. | 

Both thoſe paſſages are upon record in the publick ats, which 
are more fully ſet down by Baronizs, eAnno 303. Num. 15,16,17- 
As alſo by Albaſpinews, inhis Edition of Opratxs: in which Acts 
the Seniors are often mentioned. In that famous relation of the 
purging of Cecil/ianns and Felix, thereis a copie of a Letter; Fr.- 
tribus & filits « Clero &- Semtoribus , Fratribus in Domino &ternan 
ſalutem: Another Letter is mentioned a little before,Clericts & Se- 
nioribus Cirthenſium in Domino aternam Salutem.Theſe Seniors were 
intereſſed in affaires concerning the Church as being the men, 
by whoſe advice they were managed. 

The Letterof Perparins to Silvanus ſaith, Aabib:te conclerices, © 
ſentores plebis, Ecclefraſticos Vires, & inquirant que (int iſte Diſſen/i- 
ones: ut eaguz ſunt ſecundum fidei Pre cepta fiant , Where we lee the 
joynt power of theſe Seniors, with the Clergie in ordering Ecclc- 
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fiaſtical affairs; that by their wiſdom and care peace might be ſet- 
fed in the Church; for which cauſe, theſe Sen;ors are called Eccle- 
[is ical men; and yet they are diſtinguiſhed from Clergie men. 

They are mentioned again afterwards by Maxim, ſaying, 
Loquur nomizve SEN TO RU M1 Popnli Chriſtians. Greg . Mag. di- 
ſtinguiſheth them alſo from the Clergie : Tabe/larium crnm con(cn- 

ſu SENIORU M & Cleri meminerts Ordinandaum. 

Theſe Seniors had power to reprove offenders, otherwiſe why 
ſhould e-Lugnſftine ſay, Cam ob errorem aliquem a Senioribus argu- 
untar, & imputatur alicui cur ebrixs furrit, cur res alienas pervaſe- 
rit , Cc. when they were by the Elders reproved for their c7- 
rears, and drunkenneſs is laid toa mans charge , &c. So that it 
was proper to the Seniors to have the cognizance of Delinqents, 
and to reprove them. 

The fame Angrft ine in Pſal.36. Neceſſe nos fherat Primiani cat- 
ſam, quem, Fc Seniorum literss ejuſdem Eccleſie poſt gantibus anai- 
re. Being requeſted by Letters from the Seniors of that Church, 
it was neediul for me to hear the cauſe of Primiay, &c 

So again, Optatus,who mentioning a perſecution that did for a 
while ſcatter the Church, ſaith , Erant Eccleſie ex auvo & argeste 
quam plurima Ornamenta, que nee defedere terre , ne: ſecum portare 
poterat, quare fidelibus Senioribus commendavit eAlbaſpineus, that 
learned Antiquary, on that place acknowledges , that Beſides the 
C lergie there were certain of the Elders of the people, men of approved 
life, that did tend the affairs of the C kurch, of Whons this place is tobe 
#xderftood. 

By all theſe teſtimonies it is apparent ; firſt, that in the ancient 
Church there were ſome called Seniors. Secondly, that theſe Se- 
#1075 were not Clergie men. Thirdly , that they had a ſtroke in 
governing the Church,and managingthe affairs thereof.Fourthly, 
that Seniors were diſtinguiſhed from the reft of the people. 

Neither wo#d we d:fire to chuſe any other {wages in this whale 
controverfie; then whom himſelf conſtituted ; Forreign-Divines, 
caKing the general Suffrage and practice of the Churches,and nor 
of particular ten. | 

As for the learned Spanhemize whom he produceth, though we 
give him the deſerved honour of a worthy man: yet we think it 
t00 much to ſpeak of him, as iſ the judgment of the whole Church of 
Cexeva were incorporated into him , as this Remonſtrant doth, 
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And for Spanremirs hiimlelfe, we may truly fay, inthe place cited, 


te 
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he dilivered 4 complement, rather then his Judgement, wich ts No 
dicatorie Epiſtles is not unuſuall. We know that reverend Calvins 
and learned Beza have ſaid as much upon occaſion in their Epi- 
ſtles, and yetthe_hriſtian world knowes cheir Judgement was to 
the contrary 

Little reaſon therefore hath this Remonſtrant, to declaime a- Pag.? 
Sainſt all ſuch as ſpeake againſt this Government as uplawfull, . © * 
with the rermes of Ignorance and ſpitefull Se&aries, becauſe they call Pag. 22 
the Government unlawfull: had they proceeded further to call ir | | 
Antichriftian , ( which he charges upoa them) they had ſaid no 
more, then what our cares have heard ſome of their principal! A- 
gents, their Legati a Latcye ſpeake publikely in their 25/;tations: dat; 
4 bat however he (hurch of England be as tou and —_— in ber EE 
Detlrine as any Chnrch in the World,yet in our Diſcipline and Govern- 
ment we are the ſame with the Church of Rowe , which amounts to 
as Much as to ſay the Government zs5 Autichriſtian , unleſs they wil! 
iy x the Government of Rome is not ſo , nor the Pope Antt- 
chaiſt, 
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Ow our Remonſtrang begins to leave his diſpute for the Office, 

and flowes into the large praiſes of the Perſors , and what is 
wanting in his Argaments for the Place, thinks to make up in his 
Excomiaſtichs of the Perſons, thar have poſleſt char place in the 
Church of Goa: and tells us, that the Religiozs Biſhops of all times 
are and have been they that have ſtrongly wph:1d the truth of God a- 
gainſt Satan and his Antichriſt. It is well he ſets this crown only 
upon the heads of Ke/igious Biſhops, as knowing that there are 
and have been ſome /rreligions ones, that have as ſtrongly upheld 
Satan and his Antichriſt againſt the truth of God. But the Religious 
Biſhops are they that have all times upheld the truth. What ? they ? 
and onely they ? did never any uphold the truth, bur a Religious 
Biſbop ? did never any Religious Ainjfter or Prifeſſonr preach, or 
write, Or die, to uphold the truth, bur a Keligious Biſhop? it lo, 
then there is ſome perſwaſive ſtrength in that he faith; and a 
credulous man might be induced to think, 7 Biſhops go down, trath 
will go down t05-But if we can produce for cre Biſhop 19417 otLers har 
bave been valiant for the truth, this Khethoricall infinuation wil 
contribute no preat help to their eſtabliſhment, Nor inveed any at 
02- 3 all 5 unleſte 


Page 34. 


- » + — 


[Pages unlefle he were able to make this good of ovr t11es,a5 well as af all 
[We m3) gthers, which be aſſaies; for ſaith he, Even amongst car own how m4- 
_—_— x, f the revercnd & learned Fathers of the Church now living, h 
[they would Fl Se 4- 4 AR” — 
WR oc ſpent thiir ſpirits, & worne ont their lives in the powerfull oppoſition of 
| more,.Remem- bart man of ſin ? how many? I Sir , we would fain know how 
[bring what many: that there are /<7z that have ſtood up to beare witneſle a- 
Marin v5 c4jntt that Har of fin,we acknowledge with all due reſpeR,to the 
+ Ba qe Learning and worth of their Perſons. But that their Epiſcopal! 
pitics , Neguz- dignity hath added either any flame to their zeal, or any Nerves to 
quam ſhi in their ability, we cannot believe, nor can we think they would have 
Epiſcapatueam Joneleſle in thatcauſe, though they had beene no Biſhops. 

ai ctym G9 Bur what if this be true of ſome Biſhops in the Kingdome, is it 


\tiam ſuppctiſſe 15 : fo heir ſpirits 
Loves pris «VE of all? are there not ſome that have ſpent their ſpirits in the 


wiſer. Sulpitiza and are there none bu Zealons, Religions Prelatesinthe Kingdom? 
Sees Dial.z« are there none upun whom the guilt of that may meritoriouſly be charged, 
[Pag-35- which others have convincingly and meritorieuſly oppsſed ? And are 
! there not ſome Biſhops in the Kingdome, thart are ſo far from op- 
| pofing the Mar of fin, thateven this Remyſtrant is in danger of 
| ſuftering under the name of Pwaritas for daring to call him by that 
| name? we doubt not but this Remorſtrant knowes there are. 

Par 35s But if he will againſt the light of his own Conſcience , brare up 4 
| known erronr ont of private reſpe#s, ( we will not ſay theſe papers ) bat 
his own Conſcience , ſhall one day bt an evidence againſt him before the 
| dreadfull Tribunall of the Almighty. | 

Pap. 55: But there is yet a ſecond thing that ſhould endeare Epiſcopacie, 


} 


their Charges; tothe great glory of God, au the comfort of his faithfull 
prople. Which( in not ſeeming to urge) he urgerh to the full and 
beyond. This care, conſcience, paines of our Biſhops, is exerciſed 
and evidenced either intheir Preaching,or in their Ruling;for their 
Preaching, it is true , ſome few there are that Labor in the Word 
and Dottrine; whole perſons in that reſpe&t we Hoxonr: but the 
moſt are ſo far from Preaching, that they rather diſcountenance, 
diſcourage, oppole, blaſpheme Preaching. 

It wasa Non-preaching Biſhog,that ſeid of a Preaching Biſhop, He 
was 4 Preaching (,oxcomb. As for the diſcharge of their office of 
ruling,their entruſting their (baxce{ors, and other Officers with 
their viſttations, and Courts (as ordinarily they do , whilesthem- 
ſelves attend thz Court ) doth atundantly witneffe their care in it- 


babaiſſe mrmi- *ppoſrrion of Chriſt , as others have in the oppoſition of Antichriſt? - 


and that i the careful , peaceable , painful , cenſcionable mannaging of 


The. 


The many and loud cries of the intolerable oppreſſion; and thr an- 
mies of their Court-proceedings; witneſle their peaceableneſſe , their 
unjuſt fees,exa&ions,commutations; witneſle their conſcionableneſſe 
in managing their Chargez,, to the great glory of God , and the comfort 
of bus faithful prople. 

And hence it is that ſo many at this day hear ill; ( how deſer- 
vedly, ſaith this Remonſtrant, God knows;) and do not your Ho- 
nours know., and doth not this Remonſtrave know? and doth not 
all the Nation (that will know any thing) know how deſervedly 
, nay, All the Biſhops of this Nation hear ill, were it 
but onely for the late Canons and Oath? Bat why ſhould the fanlts 
of ſame, diff uſe the blame to all? Why? by your owne argument, that 
would extend the deſerts of ſome ,to the patronage of All; and if it be 
a fanlt in the impetions and undiſting niſhing Vulgar, ſo te involve all, 
as to make Innocincy it ſelf a fin ; what isitina Man able to diff in- 
gnify, by the ſame implication, to ſhrowd ſinne under [nncencie,the 
ſin of many under the [nnocency of a few? 

But have our Biſhops ;»dred beene ſo car 
able, in managing their Charges? how isit then that there are ſuch 
manifold ſcandals of the inferiour Clergy preſented to your Hononrs 
view , Which he cannot mention without a bleeding heart; and yet 
could finde in his heart ( ifhe knew how ) to excuſe them ? and 
though he confeſle them to be the ſhame ard miſery of ory Church, 
yet is he not aſhamed to plead their cauſe at your Honours 
BARBE , Onnphric-like-, that was the Advocate of 7 ory bd 
cauſe;and to excite you by Corftarrives example ( ina different 
Cauſe alleadged ) if not to ſuffer thoſe Crimes , which himſelte 
calls hatefull, to paſſe unpuniſhed, yer not to bring them to tha: 
ers and prblique puniſhment they have deſerved. 

But. what, if pious Conftaxtine(in his tender care to prevent the 
Diviſions that the emulationof the Biſhops of chat age, enraged 
vith a ſpirit ofenvie and faction, were kindling in the Church, Icit 
by that meanes the Chriſtian Faith ſhould be derided among the 
Heathens ) did ſuppreſſetheir mutuall accuſations,many of which 
night be but upon ſurmiſes; and that not i» 4 Ccart of faſtice, bu: 
nan Eeclefiaſticall Synede; ſhall this be urged before the d1ghelt 
Cort of 7 uſtice upon earth, to the patronizing of Netoricas ſcandals, 
od hateful enormities chatarealready proved by evidence of cleate 


Some, nay, 7c 


efull, painfull , conſcion- 


But ob forbid it tetell tin Gath, &'7, What, the fin 2 alas, thatss 
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SECT. XVII. 

Pu But ay, ſaith this Remorſtrant ; and indeed he might well bave 
$439) ſtayedand ſpared the labour of his enſuing diſcourſe, about the 
Church of England, the Prelaticall and the Axtiprelaticall Church: 

but theſe Epiſcopall Men deale as the Papiſts that dazle the eyes, 

and aſtoniſh the ſenſes of poor people, with the glorious name of 

his. the Charch,the Church; The holy Mother the Church.This is the Gor - 
ran © bis Lonshead,as Doftor*white ſaith,that hath inchanted them, held. 
Book called, Chem in bondage to thetr Errors: All their ſpeech is of theChnurch, 
The way to the the Church; no mention of the Scriptures, of God the Father; but all 
True Church. ofthe other the C hurch. Much like as they write of certain «/£- 
Salinus. :higpicvs, that by reaſon they uſe no marriage , but promiſcuouſly 
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done already ; Do we not know, the drukenneſle , profaneneſſe_ 
ſuperſtition, Popiſhneſle of the Engliſh Clergie rings at Rome al- 
ready? yes undoubtedly; and there is no way to vindicate the Ho- 
nour of our N ati, Ainiſtery, Parliaments, Sovereigne, Religion, 
God; but by cauſing the puniſhmentto ring as farre as the ſin hath 
done; that our adverſariesthat have triumphed in their fin, may 
be confounded at their puniſhments. Do not your Henoxrs know, 
that the plaiſtring or palliating of theſe rotten members, will be a 
greater diſhonour to the Nation and Church , then their cutting 
off; aud that the perſonall afts of theſe ſores cf Belial, being con- 
nived at, become Nationall ſins? 

But for this one fa& of (onftaxtize, we humbly crave your He- 
o11rs leave to preſent to your wiſdome three Texts of Scripture, 
Exh, 44.12.12. Becanſe they miniſtred unto them before their 1 dols, 
and canſed the houſe of Iſrael to fall into iniquity , therefore have T lift 
up my hand unto them, ſaith the Lord, aud they forall beare their iniquity. 
And thiy ſhall not come ueere nntome , to do the Office of a Prieſt unto 
22, nor to come neere unto any of mine holy things in the moſt holy place, 


& 


C 

The ſecond is ferem. 48.10. Curſed be he that doth the work of the 
Lord negligently:and the third is, /ndges 6.31. He that will plead for 
Baal, let him be put to death while it ts yet morning. We have no more 
to ſay in this; whether it be beſt to walk after the Preſident of Ian, 
or the Preſcr;pt of God, your Hnnerrs can eaſily judge. 


company together , the children only follow the Mother; the Fa 


e9er and his name is in no requeſt, but the mother hath all che re 
putation 
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putation. So is it with the Author of this Remouftravce, he ſtiles 
himſelf, a Datifull ſon of the Charch. And it hath beene a Cu- 
ſtome of late times to cry upthe holy 4Zother the Church of Eng- 
land, to call for abſolute obedience to holy (Harch; fall conformity 
tothe orders of holy Church ; Neglecting in the meane time God 
the Father, aud the hoty Scriptare. 

But if we ſhould now demand of them, what they meane by the 
Church of England?*chis Author ſeemes tp be thunder-ſtrickenat this 
Queſtion; and cails the very 2ueftion , a new Divinity; where he 
deales like ſuch as hoiding great revenues by unjuſt Titles, will 
not ſuffer their Titles to be called in Queſtion. 

For it is apparent, Ac fi ſol aribus radits deſcriptury efſet (to uſe 
Tertullians phraſe)that the word Charchisan Equivocall word,and 
hath as many ſeverall acceptions as letters; and that Dolzs /atet in 
aniverſalibas. And that by the Church of Exglarna; firſt by ſome 0F 
theſe men is meant onely the B:/ops;or rather the two Archbibops; 
or more properly the Archi;fogp of Canterbury : Juſt as the 7e/aited' 
Papiſts reſolve the Church and all the glorious Titles of it into the 
Pope ; ſo do theſe intothe Archb;/op,or at fulleſt, they underſtand 
it of the Biſhops and their party met in Convocation; as the more inge- 
nuous of the Papiſts make the Pope and bis Cardinals to be their 
Charch: thus excluding all the (hriffian people and Presbyters of the 
Kingdome ; as not worthy to be reckoned in the gumber of the 
C barch. 

And which is more ſtrange, this Author in his S;»4piicity ( 45 
ke truly ſaith ) never heard, nor thought of any more Churches of Eng- 
fand then one; and what then ſhall become of his D;oce/au Churches, 
and Dioceſan Biſhops? And whar ſhall we think of Eng/ana, when 


' it was an Heptarchy? had it not then ſeven Churches, when ſeven 


Kings 2 Or if the Bounds of a Kingaome mult conſtitute the Limits 
aud Bounds of a hurch,why are not England, Scotland, and Ireland, 
all oze Church ? when they are happily united under one gracious 
Alonarch , into one Kingdom? We read in Scripture, of the 
Churches of /«4, and the Churches of Ga/atia; and why not the 
Churches of England? notithat we denie the Corſoc;ation Or Com- 
bination of Churches into a Provinciall or Nationall Synod for 
the right ordering of them. But that there ſhould be ny Charch 
in Enzland,but a Nationall Church: this is that which this Anthoy 19 
his fwplicity affirmes, of which tlie very rehearfail is a retura-. 
m9. | 


Tertull. ad- 
verſ. Gent, 
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"FT" Here are yet two things with which this Rewoxſtrance fhuts up 
it ſelf, which muſt not be paſt without our Obelisks. 

Firſt, he ſcoffs at the Antiprelatical Church,” and the Antiprela- 
tical Diviſions ; for our parts, we acknowledge no Antiprelatical 
Charch. But there are a company of men in the Kingdoms , of no 
mean rank, or quality , for Piety, Nobility, Learning, that ſtand up 
to bear witneſs againſt the Hierarcbie (as it now ſtands: ) their u- 
ſurpations over Gods Church and Miniſters, their cruel,uſing of 
Gods people by their tyrannical government : this we acknow- 
ledge; and if he call theſe the e Lnriprelatical Charch , we doubt 
not buc your Honours will conſider , that there are many thou- 
ſandsin this Kingdom, and thoſe pious and worthy perſons, that 
thus do, and upon molt juſt cauſe. 

It was a ſpeech of Eraſmus of Luther,Ut quiſque vir eſt optimus, 
#.uillins Scriptts minime effend; ; The better any man was, the leſs 
offence he tookat Luthers Writings : but we may ſay the contra- 
ry of the Prelates,#t q#i/que wireft optrmus,ita illorum fat; mag is 
vfendi;The better any manis,the more heis offended at theif dea- 
1:ngs. And all that can be objeRed againſt this party, will be like 
that in Terrulian. Benus vir CajmStjus,ſed malns tantium quia An- 
tiprelaticus- But, fie upbraids us with our Diviſions & Subdiviſions, 
ſo do the P2piſts upbraid the Proteſtants with their Lxtherani/me, 
Calvin:jme, and Zuinglianiſme. And this is that the Heathens ob- 
xecaed to the Chriſtians, their Fratures were ſo many, they knew 
Not which Religion to chuſe if they ſhould turn Chriſtians : And 


_ canit be expected that the Church in any age ſhould be free from 


Diviſions, when the times of the Apoſtles were not free ? and the 
Apoſtle tells us,/t maſt needs be that there be diviſions : in Greg-Naz. 
dayes there were 6c© Errours inthe Church ; do theſe any wayes 
derogate from the truth and worth of Chriſtian Religion ? 

But as for the Diviſions of the Antiprelatical party, ſo odiouſly 
exapperated by this Remonſtrant: Let us aſſure your Honours, 
they have been much fomented by the Prelates, whole praRice 
hath been according to thatrule of Mackiavil : Divide & {me 
prra,and they have madetheſe diviſions, & afterwards complain'd 
of that which their Tyranny and Policy hath made. Itis no won- 
der, conſidering the paths our Prelates have trod , that there are 
Diviſtons inthe Nation. The wonder is our diviſions are no more, 
go 
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no greater ; and we doubt not but if they were of that gracious. 


ſpirit, and ſo intirely affeRed to the peac e of the Church as Greg, 
Naz. was, they would ſay as he did in the tumults of the people, 
Mitte nos in mare, & non erit tempeſt as ; rather then they would hin- 
der that ſweet {ancordence, and conſpiration of minde unto a Go- 
vernment that ſhall be every way agreeable to the rule of Gods 
Word , and profitable for che edification and flouriſhing of che 
Churchs 

A ſecond thing we cannot but take notice of, is the pains this 
Anther takes to advance his Prelaticall Church: and forgetting what 
he had ſaid in the beginning: ches this party was ſo numerons,it could 
not be ſummed; tells us now, rheſe ſeverall thouſands are punitrally 
calculated. But we doubt not but your Honours will conſider that 
there may be mnlti homines, & paxc3virs; and that there are more a- 
gSainſt them then for them. 

And whereas they pretend , that they differ from us onely in 2 
Ceremony or an Organ-pipe, (which however is no contemptible 
difference) yet it will appeare that our differences are in point of 
ſuperiour Alloy. Though this Remonfſtrant braves it in his multi- 
plied Queries. #bat ere the bennds of this Church? what the diftinition of 
the prefeſſours and Religion? what grounds of faith? what new Creed 
do chey hold differenc from their Neighbours ? what Scriptures ? 
what Baprtiſme? what meanes of Salvation other then the reſt? yer 
if he pleaſed he might have ſilenced his owne Queries : but if he 
will needs put usto the anſwer , we willreſolve them one by one 

Firſt, if he ask what are the bounds of this Church ? we anſwer 
him out of the ſixt of their late founded Canons:where we findethe 
limics of this Prelacicai Church: extend as farre as from the high & 
lofty Promontory of archbiſhops, to the Terra incognita of an,&:c. 

Ifwhat Diftinition of profeſſors and Religion; we anſwer, their wor- 
Mipping towards the Eaſt, and bowing cowards the Altar proſtra- 
ting themſelves in their approches into Churches, placing all Reli- 
gion in outward formalities, are viſible differences of theſe profet- 
ſours and their Religion 

If what new (reed they have, or what grounds of Faith differing 
from their Neighbours ? we anſwer , Epiſcopacy by divine right 1s 
the firſt Article of their Creed, Abſolute and blinde obedience to all 
the Commandements of the Church (that is, the Biſhop and his 
Emiſfaries) ele&ion upon faith foreſeen, the influence of works in- 
to 7ſtification, falling from grace, &c. EE 

if what Scripture? we anſwer, the Apocrypha and unwritten Tra- 

ditions. 
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If wht Bantiſm ? a Baptiſm of abſolute Neceſlicy unto ſalvation; 
anlyer uaſufficient unto ſalvation: as not ſealing grace to the ta- 
ing away of liane after Baptiſme. 

if what £ uchariſt? an Euchariſt that muſt be adminiftred upon an 
Altar or a Table ſet Altar-wiſe,railed in an Euchariſt,in which there 
is ſuch a preſence of Chriſt, (though Iſodanneſciunt ) as makes the 
pl:ce of irs Adminiſtration the throxe of Gd, the place of the Reſ;- 
deace of the Almighty ; and impreſtech ſuch a holineſſe upon it as 
m3kes it not only capable, but worthy of Adoration. 

if what Chriſt? a Chriſt who hath given the ſame power of abio- 
{1;:ion to a Prieſt that himſelfe hath, | 

If what Heaven? a Heaven that hath a broad way leading thither, 
and is receptive of Drunkards, Swearers, Adulterers, &c. ſuch a 
heaven as we may ſay of it, as the Indians ſaid of the heaven ofthe 
Spaniards: Unto that heaven which ſome of the Prelaticall Church li- 


ving and dying in their ſcandalous ſinnes, and hatefull enormities 


9 T0, let our ſoules never enter. 

If what meanes of Salvation? we anſwer, confeſſion of finnes to a 
Prieſt, as the molt abſolute, undoubted, neceſſary, infallible meanes 
of Salvation. 4 

Farre be it from us to ſay with this Remenftrant, We do fully a- 
greeinall theſe and all other Docrinall, and praQicall points of 
Religion,and preach one and the ſame ſaving truths. Nay, we muſt 
rather ſay as that holy Martyr did, We rhank,God weare none of you. . 

Nor do we becauſe of this diſſenfion feare the cenſure of un- 
charitableneſs from any but uncharicable men. But it isno unuſuall 
thing with the Prelates and their parcy,to charge ſuch as proteſt a- 
gainſt their corrupt opinions and wayes,with uncharicableneſſe and 
Schiſme, as the Papiſts, do the Proteſtants: and as the proteſtants 
do juſtly recriminate , and charge that Schiſme upon the Papiſts, 
which they obje&to us;So may we upon the Prelates: And if 1#- 
fin may be judge, the Prelates are more Sehiſmaticks then we. O «;- 
cunque ((aith he) invident bonts, ut Querant occaſiones excludenis tos, 
aut degradandi, vel crimina [na fic acfendere parati ſunt (5 objefta vel 
prodita faerint ) at etiam conventiculorum congregationes vel Eccleſie 
perturbationes cogitent excitare, jam ſchiſmatici ſunt, Wholoever en- 
vie thoſe that are. good, andfſeeke occaſions to exclude and de- 
grade them,any are fo ready to defend their taults, that rather then 
they will leave them, they will deviſe how to raiſe up troubles in 
che Church,and drive men into conventicles and corners, they are 
the Schilmaticks. - 

Ang thacall che world may take notice what juſt cauſe we have 


to 
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tocomplain of Epiſcopacie,as it now ſtands, we humbly crave leave 
to propound theſe Vwneries. 3. 
| Lueries about E piſcopacie, 

Hether it be tolerable in a Chriſtian Church, that Lord Bi- 
ſhops ſhould be held ro be 7 re Divine; And yet the Lords 
day by the ſome men to be but 7-re Hymaevo ? And that the ſame 
perſons ſhould, cry up Altars in ſtead of Communien-T ables, and 

Prieſts inſtead of Minifters, and yet not Zaudaize, when they will 

not ſuffer the Lords Day to be called the Sabbarh-day, for feare of 

f udaizing?* Whereas the word Sabbath is a generall word, ſignifying 

a day of relt, which is commonas well to the Chriſtian Sabbath, as 
to the Jewiſh Sabbath, and was allo uſed by the Ancients , Reffinrs 
in Pſal.q7.Origen. Hom, 23.in Num. Gregory Nazian. 

Whether that aſſertion, No Biſhop, No King;and no Ceremonie, 
no Biſhop; be not very prejudiciall co Kingly Authority ? For it 
ſeemes to imply, that the Civill power depends upon the Spiritual, 
and is ſupported by Ceremonies and Biſhops. 

Whether ſeeing it hath been proved , that Biſhops (as they are 
novy aſſerted) are a meere humane Ordinance, it may not by the 
ſame Authority be abrogated, by vvhich it vvas firſt eſtabliſhed; 
eſpecially, conſidering the long experience of the hurt they have 
done to Church and. State? | 

Whether the advancing of Epiſcopacic.into 7s Divitzum , doth 
not make it a thing ſimply unlavvfull to ſubmit to that Govern- 
ment ?Becauſe that many conſciencious men that have hitherto con- 
formed to Ceremonies and Epiſcopacy, have done it upon this 
Sround, as ſuppoſing that Authority did not make them matrers of 
vyorſhjp, but of, Qrder and Decencie, &c., And thus they ſatisfied 
their confciences in anfvyering thoſe Texts, Cols/-2-20,21, 22. Hatth. 
15.9. But novy ſince Epiſcopacy comes to be challenged as'a D!- 
vine Ordinance, hovyv ſhall vve be reſponſible to thoſe Texts ? And 


is it nor, as it is novv aſlerted ; become an 1doll, and likethe Bra- | 


zen Serpent to be ground So pervfer? | | 

Whether there be any difference in the .point of Epiſcopacy be- 
tweene /:4 Divinum and 7 us Apoſfulicum ? Becauſe we finde ſome 
claiming their ſtanding by 7s Divinum; others by fs Apeſtolicurn. 
But we canceive that fs Apoſtolicams properly taken, is all one with 
{us Divinum. Tor jus Apeſtolicnmis fuch a 74s, which is founded 
upon the Acts and Epiſtles,vf the. Apoſtles, written by them fo a3 
to be a. perp2tual! Rule for the ſucceeding Adminiſtration ofthe 
Church,as this Author ſaith, Pap. 2 0. And this 7:45 'S P;15 Divinum, 
as well as Apof?clicrn. Butif by 7 us Apoſtlicum ney mean wRre 
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perly (as ſome do) ſuch things which are not recorded in the Wri- 
ting3 of the Apoſtles, but introduced, the Apoſtles being living, 
they cannot be rightly (aid to be are Apoſtolice , nor ſuch things 
which the Apoſtles did intend the Churches ſhould be bound unto. 
Neither1is Epiſcopacie as it imports a fuperioritie of power over a 
'Presbyrer, no not in this ſenſe 7#re Apoſtolico, as hath beene already: 
proved, and might further be maniteſted by divers Teſtimonies, 
if need did require. We will only inſtance in Caſſavder a man famous 
for his immoderate moderation in controvertedPoints of Religion, 
who in his Conſ#/rat- Artical.14- hath this ſaying, An Epiſcopatue 
enter oraines Ecclefraſticos ponendus fit , inter Theologos & (anonift as - 
nous convent? Convenit autew inter emnts, Apoſtolsrum «tate inter Pre(- 
byternm & Epiſcopum nullum diſcrimen fuiſſe, &c. / 

Wether the diftin&ion of Beza, between Epiſcopusr Divinur, 
Humanus, & Diabolicus, be not worthy your Honours conſiderati-- 
on? By the Divine Biſhop, he meanes the Biſhop as he is taken in 
Scripture, which is one and the ſame with a Presbyter. By the hu- 

- . mane Biſhop he meanes the Biſhop choſen by the !*resbyters tobe 
Preſident over them,and to rule with them by fixed Lawes and Ca- 
nons. By the Diabolical Biſhop, he means a Biſhop with ſole pow- 
er of Ocdination and Juriſdiction, Lording it over Gods heritage, 

-and governing by his owne will and authority. Which pats us in- 
= minde of the Painter that Eimned two pictures to the ſame pro- 

24 portion and figure ; The one he referved in ſecret, the other he ex- 

| poſed to common view. And as the phanſie of beholders led them 
ro cenſure any line or proportion, as not done to the life, he mends 
it after dire&ion : If any fault be found with the eye, hand, foot, &c. 
He corre&s it, till at laft the addition of every maris fancy had de- 
faced the firſt figure,and made that which was the -PiQture of a 
man, ſwell into a monſter: Then bringing forth this and his other 

PiRure which hee had reſerved, he preſented both to the people. 

And they abhorring the former,and applauding the latter,he cried, 

Hun pepxIns fecit : This deformed one the People made : This 

lovely one I made. As the Painter of his Painting, ſo (in Beza's 
ſenſe) it may beſaid of Biſhops, God at firſt inſtituted Biſhops,fuch 
as are all one with Presbyters ; and ſuch are amiable , honourable 
in all the Churches of God.: But when men would be adding to 

Gods inſtitution, what power, preheminence, Juriſdiction, Lord- 

lineſs their phanſie ſuggeſted unto them, this divine Biſhop loſt his 

Original beauty, and became to be Hamanns. And inconcluſion 

(by theſe and other aditions ſwelling into a Pope) Diabolicwa. 

Whether the Ancient -Fathers, when they call. Peter Ho 
ames,. 


Hance popriys 
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lems, Timothy, and Titus Biſhops, did not ſpeakaccording to the 
Language of the times wherein they lived, ratherthen according to 
the true acception of the word Biſhop ? and whether itbe not true 
which is here ſaid in this Book, that they are called Biſhops of e1- 
lexandria, Epheſus, Hieruſol:m,&c. ina very improper ſenſe, becauſe 
they abode at thoſe places a longer time vhen ar other places? For 
ſure it is,if Chriſt made Peter and Fames Apoſtles (which are Biſhops 
over the whole world) and the Apoſtles made Aarke, 7 imuthy and 
Titus Evangeliſts , &c. it ſeemes tous that it would have been a 


great ſin in- them to limit chemſelves to one particular Dioceſle, 


and to leave that calling in which'Chriſt had placed them. 
Whether Presbyters in Scripture are called mgeyys/paror & mpurgdueyer, 
and that it is an office,required at their hands, torule and to govern, 
as hath bin proved in this Book;The Biſhops can withont ſin arro- 
gate the exerciſe of this power to themſelves alone , and why they 
may riot with the ſame lawfulneſs, impropriate to themſelves alone 
theKeyof DoErine(which yet notwithſtanding al would condemn) 
as well as the Key of Diſcipline, ſeeing that the whole power of the 
Keys is given to Presbyters in Scripture as well as to Biſhops;asap- 
pears, /«t-16.19. where the power of the Keys is promiſed to Perey, 
inthe name of the reſt of the Apoſtles, and their ſucceſſors; & given 
to all the Apoſtles, and their ſucceſſors, I7ar. 18.19. Fohn.2002 3. 
And that Presbyters ſucceed the Apoſtles, appears not onely, 1 at. 
28. 20. but alſo, A520. 28. where the Apoſtle ready to leave the 
Church of Epheſus commends the care of ruling and feeding ir to 
the Elders of that Church., To this /renexs witneſleth, 1b 4 cap. 43. 
44-This Biſhop Jewel! againſt Harding , Artic.4.Sect. 5,6. faith,thar 
all Paſtors have cquall power of binding and looſing with Peter. 
Whether ſince that Biſhops aſſume to themſelves power tempo- 
rall (to be Barons,and to fit in Perliament, as Judges, and in Court 
of Star-Chamber, High Commiſſion, and other-Courts of Juſtice) 
and alſo power ſpirituall over Miniſters and People, to ordain , fi- 
lence, ſuſpend,deprive,excommunicate, &c. their ſpiritual power be 


not as dangerous (though both be dangerous) andas much to be 


oppoſed astheir temporal ? 1 Becauſe the ſpiritual is over our con- 


ſciences, the temporal, but over our purſes. 2 Becauſe the ſpiritual 


have more influence into Gods Ordinances to defile them;then the 


cemporal. 3 Becauſe ſp:ritual judgements and evils are greater then - 
other. 4 Becauſe the Pope was Antichriſt, before he did aſſume a- | 


ny temporal power. 5 Becauſe the Spiritual is more inward andleſſe 


diſcerned: and therefore it concerns al! thoſe that have Spiritual - 
'eyes,and deſire ro worſhiy God in ſpirit and eruth,to conſider, and - 
Ee. | endeavour-? 
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endeavour to abrogate their Spiritus! vſurparicrs as well as their 
Temporal. : h R 
1© Whether £crins be juſtly branded by Epighaniaiand Anſtinfora 
Hereticke (as ſoive report) for affirming Biſhops, and Presbyters to 
be of an equal power? | 
Laan: Wee ſay, asſome report, for the truth is, he ischarged with he- 
lzith he did, refie meerly and onely becauſe he was an Arriaz. As for his Opini- 
Arran 1pjum ag of the parity of a Presbyter with a Biſhop ; this indeed is called 
In 7 4 = by Auſtin, proprium dogma Herii, the proper opinion of Herins. And 
4 FA Sr by Epiphanixs 1t 1s called Dogma /#rioſum & ftulidum,a mad and fool- 
4/1110: iſh opinion , but not an hereſle neither by the one nor the other, 
þ*((in !apſur. But let us ſuppoſe (as is commonly thought)that he was accounted 
Tpiphan. accu- an Heretick for this opinion : yet notwithſtanding, that this was 
ſed him , "S but the private opinion of Epiphanizs, and borrowed out of him by 
rey «x 4" Auſtin,and an opinionnot to be allowed, appeares: 
bp 04s dd Firſt, becauſe the ſame Authors condemne Aeris, as much for 
not 03:22:14 reprehending and cenfuring the mentioning of the dead in the pub- 
ci: qi exh1c Jique prayers, ard the performing of good works for the benefit of 
41/2 d1/cij*- the dead. And alſo for the reprehending ftata 54jnnia, and the keep-' 
—— ing of the week before Eaſter as a ſolemne Faft; which if worthy of 
4rrirs.vecauſe condemnation, would bring in moſt of the reformed Churches in- 
he ſaid, No 3- £0 the cenſure of Hereſie. ES Wer 
cct 67a , v4) Sedpndly, becauſe not onely Saint Hierome, but «fin bimeſif, 
of/erce pro 90i= Sedulins, Primaſens, l, hryſoſtome, Theodoret , Occumenins:, 7 heophilatt, 
74/5 00(410EM. ere of the ſame opinion with Aerins (as Michael 1caing obſerves 
inthe Council of Trexr,and Eath writen, Z:b.1. de ſacr.hom.origine, } 
and yet none of theſe deſerving the name of Fools, much leſſe to 
be branded for Hereticks. | 
Thirdly, becauſe no Councell did ever condemne this for Here- 
ſie; but on the contrary, Concilium Aquiſyranenſ.ſub Ludovico 1 40 
Whitaker, z2- 79P- 1-anno 816.hath approved it for true Divinity ouc of the Scri- 
(ponſ.ad Cam- fre,Thart Biſhopsand Presbytersareequal, bringing the ſame texts 
an, vat, 10, that Aeriss doth, and which Epiphanins indeed undertakes to an- 
Both inele ſwer; but how ſlightly let any indifferent Reader judge. 
words: I Whether the great Apoſtafie of the Church of Kowze hath not 
4criun Epipha- been, in iwecving from the Diſcipline of Chriſt, as well as from the 
#5 © Aug dofrine? For lo it ſeems by that text, 2.7 brſſ.2.4, And alſo, Revel. 
--ms 180410! 18,7 and divers others. And if fo, then it much concernes all thoſe 
& 1:6: co Fhatdelire the purity of the Church , to conſider, how 'neere the. 
r 421141 pauci, Diſcipline of the Church of Erpland borders upon Antichriſt ; 
St 6 Presbys 
> FE. oats equare fit hareticum,nily! Catholicumiſſe poteſt, CunJderio Hicronymus de Pieſ- 
overs Aiiiiny ſenſit Iihos emm jure divino Epiſcops equales eſſe ſtainit, 


$ 
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ſet, while they endeavour to keep out Antiehriſt from'entring b 
che door of do&rine, they ſhould ſuffer him ſecretly to,creep in by 
the door of Diſcipline, eſpecially conſidering, whac js here ſaid in 
this Booke, That by their own confeſſion the Dijcipline of the Church 
of England ts the (ame with the Church of Rome, 

Whether Epiſcopacie be not made a place of Dignity, rather then 
Duty, and dcſired onely for the great revenues of the place? And 
whether, if the largeneſle of their revenues were taken away, Bi- 
ſhops would not decline the great burthen and charge of ſoules 


did, who hid themſelves, that they might.not be made Biſhops and 
cut off their cares, rather then they would be made Biſhops : 
whereas now Biſhops cut off che cares of thoſe that ſpeak againſt 
their Biſhopricks? 

How itcomes to paſs, thatin Engdand there is ſuch increaſe of 
Popery, Superſticion, Arminianiſm, and prophaneneſs, more then 
in other Reformed Churches 2 Doth not rhe root of theſe Diſor- 
ders proceed from the Biſhops and their adherents, being forced to 
held correſpondencie with' Rome,to uphold their greatneſs,and their 
Courts aud Canons,wherein they ſymbolize with Reme ? And whe- 
tl'cr it be not to be feared, that they will rather confenc to the bring- 
ing in of Popery , for the upholding of their dignitics, then parc 
with their dipnities for the upholding of Religion ? 

Why ſhould England that is one of the chiefeſt King- 
domes in Zxrege , that ſeparates from Antichriſt , mainrain 
and defend a Diſcipline different from all otter Reformed Church- 
es, which ſtandin the like Separation ? And whether che conti- 
nuancein this Diſcipline will not at Jaſt bring us ro communion 
with Rowe, from which we are ſeparated, and to ſeparation frcm 
the other Reformed Churches, unto which we are united? 

Whether it be fit that the name Brſnhop , which in Scriptures 
commonto the Presbyters with the Biſhops ( and not only in $cri- 
pture,but alſo in Antiquity for ſome hundreds of yeers) ſhould [13 
be appropriated to Biſhops, and ingrofled by them, and not rather 
to be madecommon to all Presbyters ; and the rather becauſe? 
Firſt, we finde by woful experience, that the great Equivocati- 
that lieth inthe name Biſhop, hath been, and is at this day a great 
prop and pillar to uphold Lordiy Prelacy ; for this 15 the great Go- 
liah, the mater-picce , and indeedahe onely argument with winch 
they think to ſilenceall oppoſers; to wit , the Antiquity ef Epilco- 
pacie, that it hath continued in the Church of Criſt tor 1500 
veeys, &c. which argument is ciced by tis Remonſirant ad 11ncam 
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wſque & uſque. Now it isevident that this argument is a 'Paralogi/m, | 
depending upon the Equivocation of che name Biſhop. For Biſhops. 
inthe Apoſtles time were the ſame with Presbyters in name arid 
office, and ſo for a good while after. And when afterwards they 
came to be diſtinguiſhed, the Biſhops of the Primitive times differ- 
ed as much from ours now , as Rowe ancient from Rome at this day, 
as hath been ſufficiently declared in this Book. And the beſt way to 
confute this argument 15 by bringing in a Community of the name 
Biſhop to a Presbyter as well as to a Biſhop. 

Secondly, becauſe we finde that the late Innovators which have 
ſo much diſturbed the peace and purity of our Church, did firft be- 
gin with-the alteration of words; and by changing the word T able 
into the word eAltar, and the word Miniſter into the word Prieff, 
and the word Sacrament into the word Sacrifice , have endeavoured ' 
ro bring in the Popi/h Maſs. And the Apoltle exhorts us, 2 Tim. 1. 
13. To hold faſt the formof ſound words: and 1 Tim 6.20. Toaved 
the prophane novelties of words. Upon which text we will only men- 
tion what the Rhemiſts have commented , which we conceive to 
be worthy coniideration. (Nam inſtruwunt nos neon ſolum decentes, 
ſed etiam errantes.) The Church of God hath alwayes been as di- 
-ligent to reſiſt novelties of words, as her adverſaries are buſie to 
inventthem, for which cauſe ſhe will not have us communicate 
with them, nor follow their faſhions and phraſe newly invented, 
thouph inthe nature of the words ſometimes there be no harm.Let 
us keep our forefathers words, and we ſhall caſily keep our «1d and 
crue faith, that we had of the firſt Chriſtians;let them lay, Amend- 
ment, Abſtinence, the Lords Supper, the Communion-T able, Elaers, 
M inifters , $ uper-intendent, Congregation, So be it, Praiſe)ye the Lord, 
Aorning Prayer, Evening Prayer, andthe reſt as they will ; Letus 
avoid thoſe novelties of words, according to the Apef les preſcript, 
and-keep theold terms, Penaxce, Faſt, Prieſts,Charch,Biſhop, Maſs, 
Aattin, Even-Seng, the B Sacrament, Altar, Oblation, Hoſt ,Sacifice, 
Hallelujah , Amen ; Lent, Palm-S unday, C briſmaſs, and the words 
will bring us to the faith of our firſt Apoſiles , and condemn thee | 
new Apeſftates, new faith and phraſe. 

Whether having proved -that God never ſet ſuch a Government 

in his Church as our Epiſcopal Government is, we may lawfully | 
. -any longer be ſubje& unto it, be preſentat their Cores, obey their | 
Tnjuxttions, and eſpecially be inſtruments in publiſhing, and execu- 
ting their Excommunications and eAbſolutions ? 

And thus we have given (as we hope) a ſufficient anſwer, and as | 
brief asthe matter would permit, to the Remonfrant. With yhoy 
choug 
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-n) 
though we agree not in opinion.touching Fpiſcepacic and Litargic ; 
yet we fully conſent with him, to pray unto Almighty God, ho « 
great in power, and infinite in wiſdon,to pare down upon the whole Honcu- 
rable Aſſembly, the [pirit of wiſdom aud underftanding the [pirit of ({, oun- 
ſel & might, the ſpirit of &2owledge and of the fear of the Lord: That you 
may be aple rodiſcern betwixt things that differ , ſeperate between the 
precious nnd the vile, purely purge away our droſs, and taks away all our 
t1#, 7008 out every plant that us nat of our, heavenly Fathers planting: That 
ſo you may raiſe up the foundations of many generations, and be called the 
Repairers of breaches, and Reftorers of paths to dw«ll in. Even (0, Amen. 


— 
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'T Hough we might have added much light and beauty to our 

Diſcourſe, by inſerting variety of Hiſtories upon ſeveral occaſi- 
Ons given us inthe Rewonfraxce, the anſwer whereof we bave un- | 
dertaken; eſpecially where it ſpeaks of the bounty and gracious Mu- 
nificence of Religions Princes toward the Biſhops , yet unwilling to 
break the threed of onr diſcourſe , and its connexion with the Re- 
wonſtrance by ſo large adigreſſion , as the whole {cries of Hiſtorie 
producible to our purpoſe ,, would extend unto: We havechoſen 
rather jo ſubjoyh by way of Appendix , an hiſtorical Narration of | 
thoſe bitter fruits, Pridp, Kebellion,T reaſon llnthankfulneſs, &c.which | 
have iſſued from Epiſcopacy , while it hath ſtood under the conti- 
nued influences of Sovereigne goodneſs. Which Narration would | 
fill a Volume, but we will th, our ſelves unto the Stories of this - l 
Kingdom, andthat revoſution of time which hath paſſed over us 
ſince the ereQion of the See of Canterbury. And becauſe in moſt ; 
things the beginning is obſerved to be a preſage of that which fol- 
lows, let their Founder A#ftis the Monk come firſt ro be conſider- 
ed. Whem we may juſtly account \go have been ſuch to the En- 
Sliſh, as the Arrian Biſhops were of old to the Goths, andthe Je- 7.j,. 
ſuits now among the Indians, who of Pagans have made but Arri- x7,1;, 7. 
ans and Pepiſts. His ignorance in the Goſpel whieh he preached is $7.4. 
 feenin his idle &Judaical conſultations with the Pope,about things > 
clean and unclean;his proud demeanour toward the Britiſh Clergy, | 
appears in bis Council called about no ſolid point of faith, but ce- 
lebration of Eaſter, where having troubled and threatened the 
Churches of Wales,and afterwards of Scotland,about Romiſh Ce- 
remonies , he is ſaid in fine to have been the ſtirrer up of Erhelbert, 
by means of the Northumbrian King , to the ſlaughter of m_ 
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handred of choſe poor laborious Monks of Banger. His Succefgrs 


buſird in nothing but urging and inftituting Cereftonies,and main-" 
taining Precedency wepaſs over. ©. | 

Till Daunſt-n, the Sa'nted Preſate, who of a frantick Necto- 
maacer, and ſuſpeRted'fornicatour, was ſhorn a Monk, and after- 
wards made a biſhop. His worthy "deeds are noted.by Speed, to 
have been the cheating King E/dredof the 'treafure committed to! 
his keeping; the prohibiting of marriage}, to.the increaſing of all 
filthineſs inthe Clergy of thoſe times; as the long Oration of King 
Eagar in Stow well teſtifies. | | bas 

In Edward the Confeflors dayes , Robert the Norman no ſooner 
Archbiſhop of Carterbury, but letting the King and Ear! Godwine 
at variance for private revenge,broach*ta Civil War, till the Arch- 
biſhop was baniſht. - _ 

Now 7://izw the Conquerour had ſet up Larkefravk, Biſhop of 
Canterbury, who to requite him , ſpent-his faithful ſervice to the. 
Pope Gregory ,in perſwading the King to ſubjet himſelf and his 
State to the Papacy, as himſelf writes tothe Pope, Sza/7', /ed new 

erſuaſi, 4 | PE, © "bY Wn 

't he treaſon of eL»ſelm to Rufus was notorious , who not con- 
tentto withſtand the King , obſtinately'tn money-matters, made 
ſuic co ferch his Pall or Inveſtitureof ArchiepiſcoPacy: From Rome,? 
which the King denying as flat againſt his Regal Sovereighty 3 he 
went without hisſeave., and for his Romiſh godd ſervice receive 
great honour from the Pope, by being ſeated at his right foot in a 
Synod, with theſe words | Includamus bunc in orbe neſtro taiquans 
alterizu orbus Papam,, Whence perhaps it is that the See of Canter- 
bary hath affected a Patriarchy in our dayess This"eAu/c/m alſo; 
condemned the married'Clergy. IO TOI ED OG 

Henry the Firſt reigning, the ſame Anſelm; deprived thoſe Pre- 
lates that had been Inveſted by the King , and all the Kingdam is 
vext with one Prelate, who theſecond time betakes himſelf to his 
old fortreſs at Rome, till the King was fain to yield. Which done, 
and the Archbiſhop returned, ſpends the reſt of his dayes in a long 
contention and unchriftian jangling with 'Zork, about Primacie, 
Which ended not ſo, but grew hot berween'To#k and Londen, 
as Dean to (anterbury, ſtriving for the upper ſeat at Dinner, till the 
King ſeeing their odious pride, putthem both our of, doors. 

To ſpeak of Ralph ahnd Thurftan , the next Archbiſhops', pur- 
ſuing the fame quarrel, were tedions,as it was. no ſmall moleſtation 
tothe King and Kingdom, 7 harft a refuſing co ſtand to the Kings 
doom , and wins the day , orelfe the King muſt be accurs'd by the 

Pope; 


liam next Atchbiſhop of Centerkury,, and no, man _can end it but. 43. 
rhelt Father the Pope; for which they tray 21 to Rome. In the mean 
v/hile, marriage is harply decreed againſt, , Speed 443, and the 
Legate Cremoxr»ſer, the Declamour againſt Matrimony taker with 
a Sttumpet the tame night, * Fs 

_ In King Stephens Reign , the haughty Biſhops of Canterbury XK. Stephey. 
and ixcheſter bandy about ,Precedency ; and to Rome to end the 
Duel: Theobald goes to Rome agannſt the Kings will ; interdicts the Helinſh.57 
Realm, and the King forc'c to ſuffer it ; till refuſing to Crown Ex- 58; 9 fr 
face, the Kings Son, becauſe the Pope had ſo commanded, he flies * **. 
ale 4? | | 

yg" Pride and out-ragious treafons are too manifeſt ; re- Henry 2." 
ſignitig the Kings gift of his Archbiſhoprick to receive it of the 
Pope; requiring the Cuſtody of Recheſter-caltle , and the Tower 
of Loxdn , as belonging to his Seignorie. Protets murthering 
Prieſts from Temporal Sword; ſtanding ſtifly for the L berties and Speed 462. 
Dignities of Clerks, bur little to chaſtiſe their vices, vvhich beſides (1, OF wy 
otheretying fins, vvere above a hundred murthers fince Henry brigens.. 
the Seconds crowning , till that time : ro maintain yvhich , moſt y.Pf.;,;;.mans 
of the Biſhops conſpire , till the cerrour of the King madethem life is larcly 
ſhrink ; but Becker obdures, denies that the King of Exglands Printed in Eng 
Courts have authority to judge him-' And thus was this noble {ith << 
King difquieted by an infolent [raicrour , in habit of a Biſhop, pr ogy = 
a' greatipart of his Reigne ; the Land inuproar ; many Excom- £7%1n/h 70- 
municate 7 and accurſed; Fraxce and Eng/ard ſet to War, and Speca 469- 
the King himſelf curbed , and controlled ; and laſtly , diſci- | 
plin'd by the Biſhops and Monks : firſt , vvith a bare-foot pe- — 
nance, that drevv blood from his feet , and laſtly , with fourſcore 
laſhes on his anointed body vvith Rods. 

In-the ſame Kings time it vvas that the Archbiſhop of Trk 
ſtriving to ſit above Canterbary , ſquars him down on his lap, 
vyhence vvith many a cuff he vvas throvvn dovvn. . __ Hiliih 99. 

Next the pride of #7. Longchamp , Biihop of Elie, was notori=- p;,,vj 7, 
ous, vvho vvould ride vvitha thoutand horſe ; and of a Goiern- py, ; 29, 
our inthe Kings abſence , became a Tyrant ; for vvhich flying in 130,132; | 
Womans apparel he vvas taken. 

To this ſuccceds contention betyveen Canterbury ard Fork , a- "= 
bout carriage of their Crofles, and Rome appeai'd to : the Biſhop j 
of Durhans buyes an Earldom. fo 144- | 

No ſooner another King , but Hubert another Atchtiſhop to King fchn. | 


Pope; which further animates himto try the maſtery with 7/:/- Helinſheq2,, © 
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EFpeed 503+ 
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Her 3. 
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| Hol. 247, 


Speed 529. 
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Speed 574- 


dward 2. | 


(4) 777 


vex him , and left that were not enough", made Chancellour of 
Englend. And beſides him, 7effery of Terk, who refuſfng to. pay @. 
Subſidy within his Precin&s, and therefore all his temporalities. 


ſeaz'd ; excommunicates the Sheriff, beats the Kings Officers, and 


interdiQs his whole Province. Hubert outbraves the King in Chrift-_ 


maſs houſ- keeping:hinders King eh by his Legantine power from 
recovering Normandy. After him Stephen Laxgron,ſet up by the Pope 
in ſpite of the King, who oppoling ſuch an affront, falls under an 


interdi&,with his whole Land ; and at the ſuit of his Archbiſhopto;; 
the Pope, is depos'd by Papal Sentence; his Kingdom piven to Phs-. 


lip the French King, Lengrons friend ; and laſtly , refignes and en- 
feuds his Crown to the Pope. __ Ex, 
After this tragical Srephen,the fray which Boxiface the next Arch-- 
biſhop but one had with the Canons of Saint Bartholmews, is as 
pleaſant; thetearing of Hoods and Cowles, the miring of Copes, 


the flying about of Wax Candles, and Cenlors in the ſcuffle, can- 


not be imagined without mirth;as his,oathswere loud in this bicker-- 


ing , ſohis curſes were as vehement inthe contention with the Bi- 
ſhop of winchefter for a ſlight occaſion. But now the Biſhops had 
turned their conteſting into baſe and ſervile flatteries, to advance 
themſelves on the ruine of the ſubjets. For Peter de Rupibuy Biſhop 
of Vixch:fter perſvvading the King to diſplace Engliſh Officers,and 
ſubſtitute Poitivines,and telling theLords to their faces,that there 
vvere no Peeres in Exglard, as in France, but that the King might 


do what he would, and by whom he wonld , becamea fircbrand 


to the civill wars that followed. 

In this time Peckam Archbiſhop of Can. in a Synod was tamper- 
ing vvith the Kings liberties, but being chreatened deſiſted. But his 
ſucceſſor :»chelſey on occaſion of Subſidies demanded of the 
Clergie, made anſvyer, That baving tvvo Lords, one Spirituall, the 
other Temporall, ke ought rather to obey the Spiricuall governour 
the Pope, but that he vvould ſend to the Pope to knovy his plea- 
ſure, and:fo perſiſted even to beggerie. The Biſhop of D«rham al- 
fo cited by the King flies to Rome. 

Jn the depoſing of this King vvho more forvvard, then the Bi- 
ſhop of Hereford ? vvitneſle his Sermon at Oxford , My head, my 
head aketh, concluding that an aking and ſick head of a King vvas 
to be taken off yvithourt further Phyſick. 

lha the Archbiſhop of Cenrerbury,ſuſpeRed to hinder the Kings 
glorious victories in. Flenders, and France, by ſtopping the convey- 
ance of monies committed to his charge, conſpiring cherein vvith 
YVish rhe Pope. But not long after vvas conſtituted that fatall 
on 


erm en nn ee 


\ 


L (75) 
munire;vvhichvvas the firft nippingof their eourage,to ſeek aide Hlh. a 
rt And nexcto that; the wide wounds that picklef made OW 

in their ſides, From whioh time they have been falling, and thence- 
forth all the ſmoak'thar they-could ryomit, was turned againſt the 
riſing light of pure doctrine. y 
| Yetcou!d not their Pride miffe occaſion to ſet other miſchief on Richard 15 
foot. For the Citizens of Lodes rifing to apprehend a riotous ſer- 
vant of the Biſhop of Sa/izbary then Lord Treaſurer, who with his 
fellowes ſtood on his:guard in the Biſhops houle, were by the Bi- 


| ſhop who'maintainedthe riot of his ſervant, ſo complained of, that Helſp,q78. 


the King therewith ſeized on their liberties-,and ſet a Governour 

over the Citie. And who __ _ that T_ Arundell Arch- 

biſhop of Carterbury was # chief inſtrumentand agent in depoſin 

King Ricki, as his aRtions and Sermon well hooks PUB Page 506. 

Tkelike intended the Abbot of Weſtminſter to Henry the fourth, Henry 4 

who for no other reaſon , but becauſe he ſuſpected that the King 
did not favourthe wealth of the Church, drew intoa moſt horrible 
conſpiracie the Earles of Kent, Rntland, and Salirbary, to kill the 
King ina turnament at Oxford, who yet notwithſtanding was a 
man that profeſſed to leave the Church in better Nate then he 
found it. For all this, ſoone after is Richard Scroop Archbiſhop of Speed6 31. 


Page 514. 


ork inthe field againſt him, the chiefe attractor of the rebellious Holſt. 529+ 


arty. 
theſe times Thomas Arundell a great perſecutor of the Goſpel Henry 5. 
preached; by wikelefs followers , diesa fearfull death, his tongue ſo 
ſweliing vvithin his mouth, that hemuſt of neceſſity ſtarve. His ſuc- 
ceſlor C hjckeley nothing milder diverts the King, that vvas looking 
too neerly into the ſuperfluous revenues of the Church , to a bloo- Speed 63S. 
dy warre. . 

All the famous conqueſts vvhich Hexry the fifth had made in Henry 6. 
France , vvere loſt by a civil diſſenſionin England, vvhich ſprung 
firſt from the haughty pride of Beawfort Biſhop and Cardinall of- 
Wincheſter, and the Archbiſhop of York againſt che ProteRor, Speed. Holſh.5 95. 
674- In the civill warres the Archbiſhop ſides with the Earle of Page 620. 
Warwick,and Marchin Kent, Speed 682. 

Edward the Fourth, HMonntacate Archbiſhop of York,, one of the Edward 4 
chiefe conſpirators with #/arwckagainſt Edward the fourth,and af- Speed 699. 
terwards his Jaylor, being by Y/arwicks treaſon committed to this 
Biſhop. h 

In Fhward the Fifths time, the Archbiſhop of Tork was, though Edward 5. 
perhaps unwittingly (yet by a certain fate of Prelacie) the unbap- 


- 3,8 
oF: 


Richard 3. + 


peed 78 4+ 
Hel.9 92, - 


Speed 792. 


Speed. 


Statat. Hen. 
vg. Arno 35, 


Can. 5. 


f dward 6: 
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as might be wiſhed: dufron;Biſbdp afr# /p;, enticing the Duke of, 
Buckingham.to takethe Crown, Which:ruio'd himopened the veins 
of the poor ſubjects to bleed afreſh. - *© | 


The intolerable pride, excortidn , bribery , luxury of walſey 
Archbiſhop of York, who canbe ignoramz.of 2-ſeliing. Diſpenſatis: | 


tions by his power Leganting fox;all offences, inſuking-over the. 
Dukes and Peers-,.of 'whonm ſome heibroughe to: deſtruction by 
bloody policie, playing with Fate-affairs according to. his humour, 
or benefit : cauling Toxraay, got with the blood of many a good 
Souldier, to be rendred at che French. Kings fecret;,requeſt to him, 
not without bribes ; with-whom, 0he while ſiding, angther while: 
what rates he pleaſed.z'and other crimesto.be feen.inthe Articles 
againſt him, Ho/infoea.912. and againſt all the Biſhops in general, 
911, which when the Parliament ſought to remedie, being moſt 
exceſlive extortion.in,the \Eccleiiaſtical: Courts, the Biſhops cry 
out; Sacriledge , the Chuxch goes to ruine, as it. did, in Boheme, 
with the Schiſme of the Hires, 1bid... Afterthis , though the Bi- 
ſhopsceaſed to be Papiſts; for they preached againſt the Popes Su- 


with the Emperour ,|he fold the honourandpeace of England , at 


premacie , to pleaſethe King , yet they ceaſed not to oppugne the / 


Goſpel,cauſing TindalsTranſlation to be burnt, yea.they agreed to 
the ſuppreſſing of Monaſteries, leaving their revenues to the King, 
ro make vvay for the fix bloudy Articles , which proceedings with 
all cruelty of inquiſition are ſet down , Holin/h. pag. 946. till they 
were repealed the ſecond of Edwardthe Sixch,ftopping in the mean 


. While the cauſe of Reformation well begun by the Lord Cromwel. 


And this miſchief was wrought by Steven Gardizer, Biſhop of #is- 
ch:ſter. The ix Articles are ſet down in Speed , pag-792- | 

he Archbiſhop of Saint Andrews, his hindring of Englana, and 
Scotland; Union, for fearbf Reformation, Speed 794- 

As for the dayes of King Edward the Sixth , we cannot but ac- 
knowledge tO the glory of the rich mercy of God , that there was 
a great Reformation of Religion made even to admiration. And 
yer notwithſtanding we do much diſlike the humour of thoſe , that 
cry up thoſe dayes as a compleat pattern of Reformation, and that 
endevour to reduce our Religion to the ficit times of King Eaward, 
which we conceive were comparatively very imperfe&,there being 
foureimpeciments which did much hinder that bleſſed work. 

The three Rebellions- One in Henry the Eighths time , by thi 
Prieſts of Linc:l» and Tyrkefhire , for that Reformation whic! 
C row 


——_— — ” 


Things being .ſetled ini ſich a ipegcet avafer;the bloody brawls, | | 
wasto the 2#lifted'Realm howloover accoptablesthough nat. ſuch. | 
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; S Tic if thatdroſeſuddeniamongſt the Peers;emulating one' _ , 


anothers honour?Speadppape8 2598 52 1 dl be Fe 
[| The violent oppoſition of the Popiſh Biſhops , which made £ 
Martin Brcer write to King Edward in his Book de Regno Ehriſts, 

{ib.2.cap.1. and ſay, Your, qclyfdeeh Et, that this reſtoring a- 

gain the Kingdom of Chriſt, which we require, yea, which the tal- 

| ation of us all requireth , may in no wiſe be expected to come 
] from the Biſhops, ſeeing there be ſo few among them which do 7 
underſtand the power and proper Offices of this Kingdom; and ve- 
Bj ry many of them by all means (which poſlibly chey can and dare) 
: F} either oppoſe themſelves againſt is, or defer and hinder. 

'The deficiency of zeal and courage even in thoſe Biſhops who 4/ — 

| afterwards proved Martyrs, witneſs the ſharp contention of Ridley Ss = 


» | againſt Fooper for the ceremonies. And the importunate ſuit of / 
" | Cranmer and Ridley for toleration of the Maſs for the Kings ſiſter, | 
- | which was rejeRed by the Kings not only reaſons, but tears;where- f 
| by the young King fſhewed more zeal then his beſt Biſhops, 829. #7 
The inhumane butcheries , blood-ſheddings , and cruelties of : 


Gardiner , Bonner , and the relt of the Biſhops in Queen aries 
. dayes, are ſo freſh in every mans memory , as that we conceive it a 
 F thing altogether unneceſſary to make mention of them. On:ly we 
» | fear leſt the guilt of the blood then ſhed, ſhouid yer remain to be - 
| required at the hands of this Nation, becaule it hath not publickly 
/ | endeavoured to appeaſe the wrath of God by a general and ſolemn 
! ] humiliation for it. 
What the praQt ces of the Prelates have been ever ſince, from the 
begininning of Queene Elizabeth to this preſent day, would fill a 
yolume (like Ezekzcls Roll) with Jamentation, mourning, and wo 
to record. Forit hath been their great deligneto hinder all further 
Reformation; to bring in doctrines of Popery, Arminianiſme, and 
Libertiniſme,to maintain,propagate and much encreaſe the burden 
of hrmane ceremonies: to keep out, and beat down the P: eaching 
of the Word, to lilence the faithfull Preachers of it, to oppoſe and 
 perſecute the moſt zealous profeſſours, and to turn all Religion in- 
to a pompous out-ſide ; and to tread down the power of godlinels. 
Inſomach as it is come coan ordinary Proverb,that when any thing 
ol is ſpoiled , we uſe to ſay , The biſhop's foot hath been init nd in | 
this (and much more which might be ſaid ) fulfilling Biſhop Þo»- 
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